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Dé nhiéu ndm qua Houston dwoc ménh danh la "Thanh
Phé Hoa Méc Lan. B&i thé ma tdt cd cdc ndm cira tai Toa
Thi Chinh déu mang hinh mét déa hoa méc lan.

Ddc Biét Cém On dén:

Trung Tdm Nghién Ctru Thi D6 Houston,
Thu Vién Céng Céng Houston; Vién Phong Thj Trwdng Phu
Trdch Védn Hod,; Will Howard; Minnette Boesel va Joy Rice;
nhiép énh gia Jim Olive va nha thiét ké Matt Fitzhugh.

C4c clra cla 18i vao chinh & phia d6ng va phia tay Toa Thi
Chinh dugc duc bang nhém va cé duic dau twong clia sau
vi 13nh dao va nha 1ap phdp vi dai trén thé gidi la:
Pharoah Akhenaten, Caesar, Moses, Vua John,
Charlemagne va Thomas Jefferson. Biéu khic gia Herring
Coe tir thanh phd Beaumont va Raoul Jassett d3 khac
nhitng birc hinh cham né&i dé chao dén du khéch tai ca hai
16i vao chinh ctia Toa Thi Chinh. M6i tac pham diéu khac

la bi€u twgng cla ly twdng cho sy doan két trong chinh "Khi chiing ta xdy dwng thanh phd cta ching ta,
phd; nhan loai dwoc théng nhat dé khéng ché cac anh Thj Trwéng Annise D. Parker Hay nghi rang day 1a mot cong trinh ching ta sé

huwéng gay rdi loan cha tao hda. w_ A ~e e
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Dé biét thém vé Toa Thj Chinh, y dung

quy vi cé thé vao trang mang tai: —James Ruskin

www.houstontx.gov/abouthouston/cityhallhlstory.html

T4t ca Quyén Lwc Chinh Trj 1a mot sy Tin Nhiém,
Chinh Quyén Cda Dan 13 sy Lién K&t cia Tap Thé
chir Khdng Phai Chia Mot Ca Thé



Oi Thanh Phé Vi Dai ctia Vién Anh, Xinh Pep, Hung Manh va Canh Giéc, Nir Than cha Y Chi va Nhan Loai

Tl ndm 1841 dén 1939, Toa Thi Chinh Houston nam toa lac tai
Quang Truong Thuong Nghiép, trén manh dat do Anh Em Nha
Allen trao ting, 13 nhitng ngudi d3 sang 1ap ra Thanh Phé. Vao ngay
23 théng 10 ndm 1937, H8i Déng Thanh Phd Houston d3 bd phiéu
bau dé xay dung Toa Thi Chinh méi trén mét khoanh dat cda thanh
ph6 ngay sat phia tay ca Quang Truding Martha Hermann. Chi phi
cho dy &n xay cat toa thi chinh wéc tinh khoang $1.818.000 va sé
dugc thiét k& bai kién trdc suw néi tiéng trong vliing, Joseph Finger.
Viéc tuyén chon Finger lam kién tric sw cho céng trinh nay d3 gay
tranh cdi vi thiét k& clia 6ng ta mang phong céch hién dai vao thoi
dé. Thi trwdng R.H. Fonville mudn kién tric cla toa thi chinh mang
nét truyén thdng Tay Ban Nha thoi ky Phuc Huwng, tuwong ty nhu
ki€n trdc cta Thu Vién Thanh Phé (nay |a Thu Vién Julia Ideson)
nam k& doé. Thanh Phé da nhan dugc mét khoan trg cap tir Co
Quan Quan Tri Khan Cap Lién Bang Lién Bang danh cho Cac Dy An
Cong Cong vdi so tién 1a $818.811 cho cong trinh xay cat toa thi
chinh méi. S& tién con lai dugc tai tro bdi tréi phiéu $1.000.000.

Céng trinh xay cat thuc hién bdi Nha Thau Thomas Bates and Sons
duoc hoan tat vao ndm 1939 va Hoi Pong Thanh Phé cling véi Thi
Trudng Oscar Holcombe, nhitng ngudi d3 dau tranh cho dy an
ngay ttr lic khéi dau, da don vao tda nha ngay 3 thang 12 ndm
1939.

Hoa sT Daniel MacMorris tir thanh ph& Beaumont, Texas, v&i sy
gilp strc clia Grace Spaulding John, Ruth Uhler va Herbert
Schneider da hoan tat nhitng birc tranh vé trén tran hinh vom.
Nhirng birc bich hoa nay dugc v& dé miéu td canh Canh Téc, Ky
Nghé, Sinh Hoat X& Hoi va Sinh Hoat D6 Thi. CAm hirng dugc 1ay tir
céc vung dia ly, bo rirng, giéng cdy co thap, hoa méc lan, hoa
bluebonnet va 13 c& Texas dwgc trang tri dé lam ndi bat nhitng bich
hoa nay.

Toa Thi Chinh khéng thiét ké theo mot kiéu kién tric dic thu nao,
ma 13 sy két hgp cla nhirng nét dic trung Hy Lap, Art Deco (Nghé
Thuat Trang Tri), Art Nouveau (Nghé Thuat M&i) va nhirng kiéu
Streamline Moderne (Theo Dong Hién Dai). Phdn bén ngoai clia tda
nha duoc xay bang mot loai da véi cé xuat xi tir Texas Cordova.
Phan bén trong 1a san nha va twdong lam bang gach da hoa véi néi
van, d4 cAm thach mau Dé Ddng Phuong, Xanh Luc C8 Xua va Hong
Montana.

Tran hinh vom cé mét ban d6 bang thach cao cham ndi clia Ban
CAiu Tay Phuong bao quanh béi céc ky hiéu vé Hoang Dao va Vii
Truy. Houston duwoc dénh d&u & trung tdm cla ban d6 bing mot
Ngbi Sao Duy Nhat.

Tao diém nhan cho m3t ngoai cla Toa Thi Chinh |4 phu diéu duoc
ché tac bdi nghé st diéu khac Coe va Jassett. Tang lau dau tién cé
céc birc phu diéu hinh nhitng sdn phdm ndng nghiép nhu ngd,
béng, IUa, vudn rau va trai cdy. Cac birc phl diéu tang [du thir tu |a
nhi*ng tuyén dudng sét, loc dau, ché bién bong, gb phay, van
chuyén, chdn nudi gia suc va sdn xudt may maéc. Nhirng bire hinh
tac trén tang thi muwoi thé hién hinh anh vé chinh quyén thanh
phé, an toan, gido duc, giai tri va y té. Hinh chiéc d4u cda hai muoi
con linh miéu 13 biéu twong cla Tiéu Bang Texas dugc gan trén lan
can ndc toa nha.

Trén mot sd clra ra vao, ké ca nhirng clra vao Cac Phong Hoi Dong,
la nhitng btrc phu diéu vudng bang nhdm khac hinh cham néi cla vi
than Hy Lap Zeus. Trong than thoai Hy Lap, Zeus |a cha cla cac vi
than va 13 than th&ng tri bau tr&i, ludt phap, trat tw va s6 ménh.
Ngay bén canh thdn Zeus 1a mét con dai bang, twong trung cho ké
cai tri bau troi.

Trén tang hai cla Toa Thi Chinh 13 Phong Ho6i Dong. Cac birc tudong
dugc 16t mot 16p gb ho dao va tir trén tran nha treo cac loai dén
treo bing nhom nguyén chat va bang thly tinh. Quanh Phong Hoi
Dong 1a nhitng chit duc banh nhom "Thanh Phé clia Cong Ly, Hoi Y,
Binh dang, Ty do va clia Nhan Dan." Mét birc chan dung son dau
cla Pai Twéng va Théng ddc Sam Houston duoc treo phia trén cao
trong Phong Hoi Dong.

Trén birc tuwdng phia ddng clia Phong Hoi Dong dwoc trang tri bang
mot tac pham diéu khic vo d@, dwoc hoan tat vao thap nién 1940
b&i diéu khic gia ndi tiéng Leo Friedlander, ngui cling d3 tao ra
nhitng tdc pham nghé thuat cho Trung Tam Rockefeller. Tac phdm
diéu khéc nay duoc Iam bang nhdm duc va duoc giao phd cho kién
tric su thanh phd Houston tén Kenneth Franzheim dé treo & Ngan
Hang Quéc Gia Capitol (nay 1a Travis Tower) tai 1301 Main Street.
Duoc trao ting cho Thanh Phd vao ndm 1991, tac pham diéu khic
nay dwoc chuyén dén Toa Thi Chinh vao thang Mui Hai ndm 1997
va dugc treo trong Phong Hoi ddng cho d&n ngay hdm nay.
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Chiing ta Tranh P4u cho Danh Dy, Dao Dirc va Ty Do. Nguyén hét long vi sw Hwng Thinh cia mét Houston Hung Manh



