
Office of the Mayor 
Correspondence 

             
 
 
 
 
 

UPDATED The Senate passed the gun safety bill, with 15 Republicans joining Democrats 
for 65 to 33. Speaker Nancy Pelosi has pledged a quick vote in the House later on Friday. 
This becomes the first major legislation on gun safety since 1994. The 80-page 
Bipartisan Safer Communities Act came after a two-step process:  
 

➢ Twenty senators — with the Democrats led by Chris Murphy of Connecticut, and 
the Republicans by John Cornyn — reached a bipartisan framework agreement, 
and then a smaller team of four senators — Murphy, Cornyn, Democrat Kyrsten 
Sinema of Arizona and Republican Thom Tillis of North Carolina — translated 
the broad principles into specific language.  

 
Less than two hours after the final text was circulated, the Senate voted 64 to 34 to put 
the legislation on a path to pass the Senate by the end of the week.  
 

➢ 14 Republicans signed on with all 50 Democrats to advance the legislation. Texas’ 
junior senator, Ted Cruz, who has rejected gun safety reform, voted no. 
 

➢ The Senate Republican leader, Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, quickly endorsed 
the text of the legislation, while the National Rifle Association immediately 
opposed it. 

 
To summarize, the bill would: 
 

➢ enhance background checks for gun purchasers younger than 21;  
➢ make it easier to remove guns from people threatening to kill themselves or 

others, as well as people who have committed domestic violence;  
➢ clarify who needs to register as a federal firearms dealer;  
➢ closes the “boyfriend loophole” by defining ongoing romantic relationship 
➢ crack down on illegal gun trafficking, including so-called straw purchases, when 

the actual buyer of a firearm uses another person to execute the paperwork  
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The proposal includes: 
 
Funding 
The legislation includes $11 billion for mental health services and $2 billion for 
community-based antiviolence programs. It also includes money to help young people 
access mental health services via telemedicine, money for more school-based mental 
health centers and support for suicide hotlines. 
 
Support for State Crisis Intervention Orders 
Provides resources to states and tribes to create and administer laws that help ensure 
deadly weapons are kept out of the hands of individuals whom a court has determined 
to be a significant danger to themselves or others, consistent with state and federal due 
process and constitutional protections. 
 
Investment in Children and Family Mental Health Services 
National expansion of community behavioral health center model; major investments to 
increase access to mental health and suicide prevention programs; and other support 
services available in the community, including crisis and trauma intervention and 
recovery. 
 
Protections for Victims of Domestic Violence 
Convicted domestic violence abusers and individuals subject to domestic violence 
restraining orders are included in NICS, including those who have or have had a 
continuing relationship of a romantic or intimate nature (closes the “boyfriend 
loophole”). 
 
Funding for School-Based Mental Health and Supportive Services 
 Invests in programs to expand mental health and supportive services in schools, 
including: early identification and intervention programs and school based mental 
health and wrap-around services. 
 
Funding for School Safety Resources 
Invests in programs to help institute safety measures in and around primary and 
secondary schools, support school violence prevention efforts and provide training to 
school personnel and students. 
 
Clarification of Definition of Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer 
Cracks down on criminals who illegally evade licensing requirements. 
 
Telehealth Investments 
 Invests in programs that increase access to mental and behavioral health services for 
youth and families in crisis via telehealth. 
 
Under 21 Enhanced Review Process 
For buyers under 21 years of age, requires an investigative period to review juvenile and 
mental health records, including checks with state databases and local law enforcement.  
 
Penalties for Straw Purchasing 
Cracks down on criminals who illegally straw purchase and traffic guns. 

 


