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In the weeks since the mass killing in Uvalde, the Executive and two Legislative 
Chambers have all taken different approaches on how the State of Texas should 
respond. 
 
Governor Greg Abbott 
 
On June 1st, Gov. Greg Abbott called on the Texas Legislature to form special 
committees to make legislative recommendations in response to the Uvalde school 
shooting. Specifically, he asked they address:  
 

➢ School safety 
➢ Mental health 
➢ Social media 
➢ Police training 
➢ Firearm safety 

 
Additionally, on June 1st the Governor also instructed state school security and 
education officials to start conducting “in-person, unannounced, random intruder 
detection audits on school districts” to find weak access points and see how quickly staff 
can enter a school building without being stopped. 
 
The mandate was one of several the governor laid out in a letter to school security 
authorities in an effort to ensure district emergency operations plans are solid and 
school buildings are protected in the wake of the Uvalde school massacre that left 19 
children and two adults dead. 
 

➢ Education advocates and lawmakers swiftly condemned the idea of 
unannounced, fake intruders. 
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Lt. Governor Dan Patrick 
 
Later on June 1, Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick called on state leaders Friday to move around $50 
million in the state budget to buy bulletproof shields for school police officers.  
 

➢ Patrick said the state should start by providing bulletproof shields to all school 
police officers and then expand to all law enforcement officers. The state could 
experience supply-chain issues in obtaining the shields, but it should push to get 
“every quality shield we can find.” 

 
Patrick’s plan continues the trend in the state’s Republican leadership of responding to 
mass shootings by pushing for more teachers to be allowed to use firearms in schools 
and funding school police.  
 

➢ But the law enforcement response to the shooting has been roundly criticized 
after state and law enforcement officials gave inaccurate information in the initial 
aftermath of the shooting that has since been debunked. 

 
Police responding to the shooting took more than an hour to engage the gunman who 
was inside a classroom shooting at children and teachers. The police chief for the Uvalde 
Consolidated Independent School District, Pete Arredondo, determined police were 
dealing with a “barricaded suspect” and that the children were no longer in danger, state 
officials said. The leader of DPS later said it was the “wrong decision, period.” 
 
Speaker Dade Phelan 
 
On June 13th, Texas House Speaker Dade Phelan pitched redirecting more than $100 
million in state funding to quickly boost mental health and school safety programs 
before school starts again next fall. 
 
Phelan’s request includes an estimated: 
 

➢ $37.5 million in additional yearly funding for the Texas Child Health Access 
Through Telemedicine program, which provides telemedicine services for schools 
to help identify and assess children with behavioral needs and gives them access 
to mental health services. The state’s current yearly $25 million funding for the 
program serves 40% of the state. 
 

➢ $10.5 million per year to create “pediatric crisis stabilization and response” teams 
across the state to give children and families access to crisis intervention. The 
teams can respond immediately to a mental health crisis and create a bridge to 
ongoing care, which can take pressure off the foster care system and hospital 
emergency rooms. Phelan wants to create six full teams and six half teams, which 
would have a startup cost of $3 million. 
 

➢ $575,000 in yearly funding per team for “multisystemic therapy” teams, which 
offer intervention aimed at reducing the risk of violence. There are currently 
seven teams in the state, and 140 teams are required to meet the statewide need. 
Each team would also require a $100,000 cost for first-year training. 
 

➢ $950,000 in yearly funding for two additional “coordinated specialty care” 
teams, including one in the Uvalde area, that treat youth experiencing a first 



episode of psychosis, which is linked with an increased likelihood of committing 
suicide if untreated. 
 

➢ $30 million per year to expand the number of pediatric mental health beds in 
hospitals across the state. 
 

➢ $7 million to provide all law enforcement cadets and active law enforcement 
officers research-based active-shooter training developed by the Advanced Law 
Enforcement Rapid Response Training Center at Texas State University. 
 

➢ $7 million to ensure that the Texas School Safety Center at Texas State University 
can provide all school districts in the state training on active-shooter response 
and a review of their response plans for these attacks. 
 

➢ $18.7 million for all of Texas’ public and charter schools to purchase panic alert 
technology, as legislatures in New Jersey and Florida have done. 

 
“I believe our respective chambers have the obligation to take immediate, concrete 
action with the goal of making our schools as safe as possible before the start of the 
upcoming school year,” Phelan said in a letter to Patrick. “Your recommendation to 
dedicate $50 million toward outfitting local school law enforcement with bulletproof 
shields is a worthwhile goal to that end, and you have my full support in that endeavor.” 
 
Minority Efforts 
 
On June 23rd, Texas Senate Democrats renewed calls for Gov. Greg Abbott to bring 
lawmakers back to Austin this summer to enact legislation that might prevent another 
mass shooting like the one at a Uvalde elementary school that killed 19 students and two 
teachers last month. 
 

➢ The senators said if lawmakers reconvene for a special session, they would 
support proposals like raising the age to legally own an assault weapon from 18 to 
21, creating red flag laws for gun purchases, instituting a 72-hour “cooling off” 
period and regulating the private sale of firearms. 

 
On June 23rd letter sent to Abbott, 58 Democrats in the Texas House said that “a 
legislative response that only addresses mental health care and school security will be 
incomplete and inadequate — we must also address gun safety to fully respond to this 
tragedy so nothing like this ever happens again in our state.” 
 
 
Red flag laws likely remain a nonstarter among Republican leaders in Texas, where Gov. 
Greg Abbott already faced a conservative backlash after he asked the Legislature to 
consider them four years ago. 
 
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, who oversees the Senate and wields tremendous sway over what 
legislation is considered, indicated Wednesday he still opposes such an effort. 


