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Keep Houston Beautiful hosts annual 

“Keep Houston Beautiful Day”

April 1, 2009--With today’s ever increasing attention focusing on cleaning our environment, the city’s leading beautification, litter reduction and recycling education organization, ‘Keep Houston Beautiful” (KHB), is continually involved in educating our community on how to create a cleaner and healthier city

On Saturday, April 4th, “Keep Houston Beautiful will co-host their annual “Keep Houston Beautiful Day” in conjunction with corporate sponsors and community leaders to spotlight attention on raising the quality of life  by transforming adopted areas into cleaner, more environmentally pleasant places to live and work.  For more than 30 years, KHB has reached out to all segments of the community and empowered individuals to take greater responsibility in improving their neighborhoods and the environment.

“Keep Houston Beautiful Day” kicks-off Houston’s participation in the 2009 GREAT AMERICAN CLEANUP™ sponsored nationally by Keep America Beautiful. The 2009 GREAT AMERICAN CLEANUP™ is rallying volunteers to do their part to better not only their community, but our planet. We’re reminding parents and caretakers that they can inspire their children to improve our planet. The GREAT AMERICAN CLEANUP™ in Houston runs through May 30, 2009.  Groups interested in participating and receiving free trash bags for cleanups should call KHB for information at 713-839-8855.
Also this year, the City of Houston along with the Overbrook Civic Association will partner in “Adopt-a-Ditch” which will not only beautify the existing esplanade ditch in that area, but create a sense of pride in keeping the draining system free of unwanted debris and trash and give their community a greener look.

Hundreds of volunteers will lend a hand on Saturday from 8:00 am-12:00 noon at five (5) sites throughout the city when they will be involved in projects to improve their communities.  They include:

(1) “Green Starts Here” – Adopt-a-Ditch*

        Neighbors and 365 Teach for America teacher volunteers will plant

        5,640 trees and ground cover

        Bellfort Church of Christ @ 6606 Bellfort St., 77087

        Robin Blut, 713-805-1201 (450 volunteers)




-more-

(2)  “Pleasantville Helping Neighbors” 

        Neighbors and 75 volunteers will paint houses in their neighborhood



        Judson Robinson, Sr. Community Center



        1422 Ledwicke St., 77026

                                Marilyn Lee, 713-674-4493

(3) “Graffiti Paint-Out” 

        Clean-up graffiti in District D with Councilmember Wanda Adams



        Cambridge Village Park @ 5300 Brookston St., 77045

                                Idi Matala, 832-423-6838 (35 volunteers)

(4) “East End Clean Up Day”

         Litter & Trash pick-up with Greater East End Management District 

         3211 Harrisburg

         Hedy Wolpa, 713-928-9916 (50 volunteers)

(5) “KIPP Houston High School Campus Clean Up”
      Litter & Trash school grounds cleanup in District C with 60 students

      10711 Kipp Way

      Houston, TX 77099

      Miss Yang, 702-610-3363
(Note: Adopt-A-Ditch is an expansion of the successful Adopt-A-Block program that is a partnership between the City of Houston, Keep Houston Beautiful, local merchants, volunteers, and residents.)
Locally Keep Houston Beautiful Day is supported by: Marathon Oil Company, Republic Waste Services, AbitibiBowater, Moody-Rambin Interests, Inc. Houston Coca-Cola Bottling Company, Shipley Donuts, Frito-Lay, Tree Town USA, Houston Astros, Living Earth Technology, San Jacinto Environmental Services, Christison Landscape, Asakura Robinson & Associates, TGB Partners and City of Houston departments of Public Works, Solid Waste Management, Neighborhood Protection Corps, Special Events and Houston Police. 

America’s leading companies support the campaign. The national sponsors of the

2009 Great American Cleanup are: American Honda Motor Co., Inc.; ARM & HAMMER®; Colgate-Palmolive Company; The Dow Chemical Company; GLAD® Trash Bags; Pepsi-Cola Company; The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company; Solo Cup Company; Troy- Bilt® Lawn and Garden Equipment; University of Phoenix; Waste Management, Inc.; Wm. Wrigley Jr. Co.; and Educational Partner: Rubber Manufacturers Association.
###
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