NO. 2005-0024-1

City Council Chamber, City Hall, Tuesday, January 11, 2005

A Regular Meeting of the Houston City Council was held at 1:30 p.m. Tuesday,
January 11, 2005, Mayor Bill White presiding and with Council Members Mark Goldberg,
Ada Edwards, Addie Wiseman, M. J. Khan, Pam Holm, Adrian Garcia, Carol Alvarado,
Mark Ellis, Shelley Sekula-Gibbs, M.D. and Michael Berry; Mr. Arturo Michel, City Attorney ;
Ms. Connie Acosta, Division Chief, Labor Division, Legal Department; Mr. Roberto Medina,
Mayor’'s Citizens Assistance Office and Ms. Marty Stein, Agenda Director, present. Council
Member Toni Lawrence absent on personal business. Council Members Carol M. Galloway,
Gordon Quan and Ronald C. Green out of the city on city business.

At 1:55 p.m. Mayor White stated that Council would begin with presentations and called on
Council Member Berry. Council Member Berry invited the disk jockeys with Mega 101 to the
podium and stated that this was an important moment as Americans of Hispanic descent
constituted a vital segment of the community and cross cultural needs were being addressed
musically and presented a Proclamation to them saluting and commending them and
proclaimed January 11, 2005, as “Chico and Roscoe Day” in Houston, Texas. Council
Members Lawrence, Goldberg, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Garcia, Ellis and Sekula-Gibbs
absent. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Council Member Alvarado invited those present regarding the Interliga Championship to
the podium and stated that this week Houston was honored to have the super bowl in the
Soccer Community here at Reliant Statement, the Interliga 2005 Championship finals; that last
year there were over 70,000 fans at Reliant for the qualifying games and many visitors came
from South America and Mexico; that she wanted to thank the Houston Texans for helping to
recruit the games and presented a Proclamation saluting organizers and participants, wished
them a successful and rewarding event and proclaimed January 12, 2005, as “Interliga 2005
Championship Finals Day” in Houston, Texas. Council Members Goldberg, Holm, Garcia, Ellis
and Sekula-Gibbs absent. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Council Member Alvarado invited Chief Phil Boriskie to the podium and stated that many
had been advocates in promoting women through the ranks of the Fire Department and today
was pleased to join Chief Boriskie and Ms. Allison Stein and Ms. Michelle McCloed who were
being promoted to Senior Arson Investigators, they would be the highest ranking women in the
department and it was a historic day and invited them to the podium. Chief Boriskie stated that
23 years ago there was one female firefighter and today over 100; that two months ago there
was an exam for the investigator and 24 males and 2 females signed up and the number one
and number two man on the test were both females and he presented them with their badges.
Council Members Goldberg, Holm, Garcia and Sekula-Gibbs absent.

At 2:08 p.m. Mayor White called the meeting to order and called on Council Member Khan
who led all in prayer and in the pledge. Council Members Holm, Garcia and Sekula-Gibbs
absent.

At 2:09 p.m. the City Secretary called the roll. Council Members Galloway, Quan and
Green out of the city on city business. Council Members Holm and Garcia absent.

Council Members Khan and Sekula-Gibbs moved that the minutes of the preceding
meeting be adopted. All voting aye. Nays none. Council Members Galloway, Quan and Green
out of the city on city business. Council Members Holm and Garcia absent. MOTION
ADOPTED.

Council Member Berry moved that the rules be suspended for the purpose of hearing Mr.
Don Armstrong, Mr. George Lopez, Mr. Riley Logue, Mr. Mauricio Valdes, Mr. Ed Gonzales and
Mr. Michael Moran out of order, seconded by Council Member Wiseman. Council Member
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Edwards voting no. Balance voting aye. Council Members Galloway, Quan and Green out of
the city on city business. Council Member Garcia absent. MOTION 2004-0025 ADOPTED.

Council Member Sekula-Gibbs moved that the rules be suspended for the purpose of
hearing Ms. Ruby Mosley, Ms. Ada Jones, Mr. Keith Silis and Mr. Charles Ingram out of order,
seconded by Council Member Alvarado. Council Member Edwards voting no. Balance voting
aye. Council Members Galloway, Quan and Green out of the city on city business. Council
Members Garcia and Berry absent. MOTION 2004-0026 ADOPTED.

Mr. Larry Lane, P. O. Box 1593, Houston, Texas (no phone) appeared and stated that he
did work in support of Proposition 2 and was present to say the referendum was set after a City
Hall substitute was crafted to confuse the electorate and if passed insure the status quo
regarding spending, borrowing and taxation, but Proposition 2 passed and now Council had
invented and twisted legal definitions in an attempt to render Proposition 2 null and void; that
three Charter amendments passed and three must be adopted and the proposal to hire Vinson
and Elkins to fight the will of the people was unconscionable and if they were challenging them
they should at least use the legal talent already being paid for, the Legal Department; and urged
each Council Member to go with the will of the people and defeat Item 19. Council Members
Garcia, Ellis and Berry absent.

Council Member Wiseman thanked Mr. Lane for coming and stated that as indicated the
issue was hiring outside legal counsel ; that she appreciated his comments regarding the City of
Houston legal team, given they thought everything was within the law and appropriate with the
Charter Amendment as drafted she would have to agree they should defend it; and the money
being asked to spend on the item was out of the general fund. Council Members Garcia and
Berry absent.

Council Member Sekula-Gibbs stated that Item 19 to her seemed to fly in the face of the
will of the people, allowing $250,000. of taxpayer money to be used to fight a lawsuit which was
to implement a proposition passed seemed to be an effort to wert the will of the people and she
could not see paying an outside law firm and planned to tag the item. Council Members Garcia
and Berry absent.

Mr. John Trotter, 1510 Freedonia, Houston, Texas 77055 (713-827-1687) appeared and
stated that he was present regarding Agenda Item 19 and the last time he figured it up Vinson
and Elkins gave the most money to Council Members and Judges and he would be sending an
E-mail asking how much was given to each from people at that address; that if the people voted
for it they would make sure it was done their way. Council Members Lawrence, Garcia and
Berry absent.

Council Member Alvarado stated that they had hired outside counsel to defend the City of
Houston’s position many times before; and upon questions, Mayor White stated that the Legal
Department did go outside on non-routine matters as sometimes it managed workloads and
other times a specialist may be needed and it was the practice of the city historically and he
wanted to maintain it. Council Members Holm, Garcia and Berry absent.

Upon questions by Council Member Edwards, Mayor White stated that the City of Houston
was being sued by the proponents of Proposition 2; and Council Member Edwards stated that
she would like the Controller to respond on the fiscal affairs meeting or she would like to review
the tape as she would like to get her characterization of that and get it cleared up. Council
Members Khan, Holm and Garcia absent.

Council Member Sekula-Gibbs stated that regarding the 1982 Charter amendment it put a
cap on spending of fifty cents for operations and that was not debt service as that had no cap,
so they had removed a cap on operations and management and that was now tied to the CPI
and population and no longer to the fifty cent cap and that was according to the document
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received from Standard and Forest and previously she had not been aware that Proposition
lrescinded that Charter amendment; and Mayor White stated that he understood her concern
and he would provide her briefings; that those in Legal who drafted it and substituted the
limitation pointed out because the limit on Proposition 2 would be stricter and result in less
property revenues this was done and not with an intention to deceive, it would have resulted in
less property taxes; and Council Member Sekula-Gibbs stated that if it was stricter why would
the bond rating agency be so happy with those results.

Council Member Wiseman stated that there were instances where outside counsel was
needed and Vinson and Elkins was talented, but so was the Legal Department and the issue
here was this body put the propositions on the ballot as the Legal Department did assure them it
was cosur so to now be asked to turn to outside legal counsel and spend a quarter of a million
dollars to defend this she could not support it as she felt those who drafted it should support it.

Mr. Don Armstrong, 8181 Southwest Freeway, Houston, Texas 77074 (713-778-4900)
appeared and spoke in favor of the SafeClear Program and stated that this was his twelfth year
reporting traffic in Houston and he would commend Mayor White and those who were tackling
that traffic problem and believed the SafeClear Program was in the right direction; that he had
witnessed accidents and believed this program to be a winner; that he had heard concerns
about the $75.00 fee, but driving was a privilege and that included keeping up your vehicle
which also cost money.

Mayor White thanked Mr. Armstrong for coming and sharing his experience.

Council Member Wiseman stated that some people wanted the right to choose what
happened to their property, making this a property rights issue; that he said driving was not a
right but a privilege and no one questioned that, but owning the vehicle was a right and not
wanting it forcibly taken they had a right to question and her experience as a leader led her to
believe the action needed was different from what he believed.

Upon questions by Council Member Sekula-Gibbs, Mr. Armstrong stated that he did not
know how they would ascertain who could not afford the program and who just did not want to
pay, but he believed the Metropolitan Transit Authority having taxpayer money go into their
coffers would be able to assist in the situation and he believed they already had a wrecker
program available for the HOV lanes and maybe a coordinated effort between them and the City
of Houston would be an answer.

Mayor White stated that he and others thanked the traffic reporters for their feedback as
no one had a better advantage in traffic; that he knew there were issues still, but the thanked
them for their eyes and ears.

Upon questions by Council Member Edwards, Mr. Armstrong stated that he was a traffic
reporter limited to Houston and the Houston area; that MAP, the Motorist Assistance Program,
was an excellent program and it was certainly something to look at in getting cars off freeways.

Mr. George S. Lopez, 5802 Buffalo Speedway, Houston, Texas 77005 (713-542-8284)
appeared, presented information to Council Members and stated that he was co-chair of the
Housing Opportunities Lenders Committee which represented 136 lenders with the Houston
Housing Assistance Program; that December 10" HUD gave an order to cease and desist to
use the home funds and he did not know why but what people lost site of was the impact with
housing opportunities and people trying to purchase homes; that many had given notice to
apartments they were moving and made commitments they were now not able to fulfill and
things changed and the families may now never be able to be home builders and encouraged all
to work with HUD and rectify the problem and start closing loans and get families in their
homes. Council Member Ellis absent.
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Mayor White thanked Mr. Lopez for coming and stated that it was being worked on daily;
that the Mayor’s Report next week would hold a report. Council Member Ellis absent.

Council Member Alvarado stated that this issue was an evolving problem and hard to see
light at the end; that Mr. Wilson was new to the job and she hoped he was listening as this
caused a trickle down effect of problems with children missing school and people missing work
and did hope this was priority. Council Member Ellis absent.

Council Member Sekula-Gibbs stated that she was pleased Mayor White would be
bringing his proposal with interim solutions; and upon questions, Mr. Lopez stated that they
estimated between 60 and 80 buyers were losing closings; and upon questions, Mayor White
stated that if he were HUD he would have done it different, but so as not to provide
misinformation he would make sure her office was briefed this week.

Council Member Garcia stated that this was of extreme urgency and he too sat with Mr.
Wilson and appreciated the priorities set; that he understood what was at risk and how difficult
the issue was and he appreciated his leadership. Council Member Goldberg absent.

Mr. Michael Moran, who had previously been added to the speakers list, appeared and
stated that without the movement of real estate there was an impact on the City of Houston and
the urgency continued further up the ladder; that he was happy participating in the program but
without closing money it stopped. Council Members Goldberg, Ellis and Berry absent.

Upon questions by Mayor White, Mr. Moran stated that he was familiar with the Home
Program and it was a good program; and Mayor White stated that to terminate the program was
overkill and he would appreciate him sharing his views with those in government; that he
understood certain information should be in files and now there was a new team in and he did
not think the baby should be thrown out with the bath water. Council Members Goldberg, Holm,
Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Mr. Riley Logue, 120 John Alber Road, Houston, Texas 77076 (281-204-7484) appeared
and stated that he was with a group of home builders and realtors and working with the homes
for Houston program for six years; that 50% of their sales utilized the $9,500 program and they
just completed seven homes of those four were in HOH and three of those had checks cut but
they were not yet signed; that it was a great program and he urged Council’'s help. Council
Members Goldberg, Holm, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Mr. Mauricio Valdes, 12604 Rip Van Winkle, Houston, Texas 77024 (713-973-8300)
appeared and stated that he was representing Casa Realty and had worked with the program
since its inception and in his experience most of the buyers were first time buyers in the
Hispanic community and they needed the program to get into a home; and he appreciated their
trying to get the program reinstated. Mayor White, Council Members Goldberg, Holm, Ellis,
Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent. Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. (NO QUORUM
PRESENT)

Upon questions by Council Member Edwards, Mr. Valdes stated that he had written E-
mails to representatives. Council Member Edwards stated that Council Member Quan should
get information from today as he was over the Housing Committee; and Mayor Pro Tem
Alvarado stated that the next committee meeting would be in District H and he was welcome to
attend. Council Member Edwards stated that he should send remarks to Secretary Jackson of
HUD and to make sure Council Member Quan was aware of those concerns also. Mayor White,
Council Members Lawrence, Goldberg, Holm, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent. Mayor Pro
Tem Alvarado presiding. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Council Member Garcia stated that he wanted to make sure the process was efficient,
user friendly and non-bureaucratic and if he had ideas on it would suggest forwarding them to
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his office or to Mr. Wilson directly and a copy to him. Mayor White, Council Members Lawrence,
Goldberg, Holm, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent. Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.
(NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Mr. Ed Gonzales, 1518 Morse, Houston, Texas 77019 (713-446-9021) appeared and
stated that the Real Estate Association and Houston Association of Realtors were requesting
the City of Houston to reinstate HUD funding for the Home Program as soon as possible by
responding to HUD’s recommendation immediately. Mayor White, Council Members Lawrence,
Goldberg, Holm, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent. Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.
(NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Council Member Garcia stated that he heard points of frustration from realtors and clients
and if he had any ideas what Council could do at the local level he would appreciate them.
Mayor White, Council Members Lawrence, Goldberg, Holm, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent.
Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Ms. Ruby Mosley, 862 South Victory, Houston, Texas 77088 (281-447-6095) appeared
and stated that over a year ago the Mayor and Secretary of HUD met with them to assure home
repairs would be immediately moved on, but they were still at square one and she wanted to
know the status of the program and when results would be seen that also over 200 officers were
moved around and the community was cut short of manpower so what were plans for new
officers; and she would like to relinquish her time to Ms. Lewis. Mayor White, Council Members
Lawrence, Goldberg, Holm, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent. Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado
presiding. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado stated that no quorum was present and with no objections they
would hear from Ms. Lewis. Mayor White, Council Members Lawrence, Goldberg, Holm,
Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent. Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. (NO QUORUM
PRESENT)

Council Member Edwards stated that she would make sure Mayor White received her
questions and regarding the housing situation Secretary Jackson came and she still had
concerns how it would be carried out; and on the police there was a cadet movement. Mayor
White, Council Members Goldberg, Holm, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent. Mayor Pro Tem
Alvarado presiding. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Ms. Elease Lewis, 6515 Bayou View, Houston, Texas 77091 (713-204-3686) appeared
and stated that she had several complaints one being METRO came to the area and took buses
off routes; that they were now being told the storefront on West Montgomery would be closed
and too many things were being taken away; that the officers were important to their community
and she was upset regarding both items. Mayor White, Council Members Holm, Sekula-Gibbs
and Berry absent. Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.

Council Member Edwards stated that the issue on METRO was being talked about in
several communities and a lot dealing with storefront hours being cut was retirement, etc., but
once again would try and get answers for her and would suggest her calling Dr. Carol Lewis, the
Mayor’s advisor on transportation regarding the busses. Mayor White, Council Members Holm,
Garcia, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent. Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. (NO QUORUM
PRESENT)

Ms. Ada Jones, 1563 Fashion Hill Drive, Houston, Texas 77088 (281-591-0157) appeared
and stated that on behalf of the Acres Homes community they needed their storefront involved
again with officers to serve; and upon questions, Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado stated that Mr.
Fontiane was getting her information on the new cadet class; and Ms. Jones asked those
present with her to stand to be recognized; and further stated that in Willow Run they needed
speed humps. Mayor White, Council Members Wiseman, Holm, Garcia, Sekula-Gibbs and
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Berry absent. Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Mr. Kieth Silis, who was previously added to the speakers list, was not present when his
name was called. Mayor White, Council Members Wiseman, Holm, Garcia, Sekula-Gibbs and
Berry absent. Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Mr. Charles Ingram, 5503 Mountwood, Houston, Texas 77091 (713-681-4206) appeared
and stated that he was president of the Acres Homes Citizen Council and was present to speak
on the storefront; that hours were reduced so now crime was starting to rise again; that schools
were being built and infrastructure was coming and they were still fighting for services available
to others. Council Members Wiseman, Holm, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent.

Mayor White stated the he would say to him and others present with him that he had
heard them and knew they were very active citizens and appreciated them being present.
Council Members Wiseman, Holm, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent.

Council Member Lawrence stated that it was her understanding there were no storefronts
being closed, but hours were being cut; that they were working to run more classes and
hopefully by the middle of the year officers would be increased. Council Members Wiseman,
Holm and Berry absent.

Council Member Sekula-Gibbs stated that to all those from Acres Homes she wanted to
express her support and she would be honored to work with them. Council Members Wiseman,
Holm and Berry absent.

Mr. Roy Leck, 16700 E. Hardy Road, Houston, Texas 77032 (713-503-9822) appeared
and spoke in favor of the SafeClear Program and stated that he believed it reduced accidents
and danger to citizens, it reduced the amount of wreckers on the scene and rubbernecking
which kept traffic flowing. Council Members Wiseman, Holm and Berry absent.

Mr. William R. Morris, 6603 Linden, Houston, Texas 77087 (713-921-4500) appeared and
spoke against the SafeClear Program and stated that the ordinance impacted many who could
not afford it and it should be looked at again; and under the State Transportation Code, Section
545.302 and .305 it said nothing about allowing it. Council Members Edwards, Holm and Berry
absent.

Council Member Wiseman stated that the Ordinance did not allow six minutes for a
individual to remove their vehicle, the six minutes was imposed on the tow truck drivers from the
time they were aware of it to the time it should be removed and with respect to the
Transportation Code cited she reviewed it also and found where they did not have legal
authority to pass it and that was her concern; that people who swerve and hit cars on the
shoulder were bad drivers and could have just as easily swerved and hit someone in the moving
lane of traffic so it was not true to say the problem arose from having a vehicle on the shoulder.
Council Members Edwards and Holm absent.

Council Member Garcia stated that the issue on people living paycheck to paycheck, he
looked for a customer friendly program and this program was good for public safety reasons and
that was why he voted for it, but with people working two to three jobs trying to make it they
could really be thrown into a tailspin and his comments early on was to focus on those issues
and make sure goals of congestion were addressed and keep people safe. Council Members
Edwards and Holm absent.

Mayor White stated that he wanted to thank Council Member Garcia in particular for
raising early on concerns about folks who made it to the shoulder and who wanted to wait for
someone they knew. Council Members Edwards and Holm absent.
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Council Member Khan stated that he did vote for the ordinance; and upon questions, Mr.
Morris stated that he did not believe the City of Houston had the authority and had a concern
regarding the sensitivity because if you had a low paying job you would have bad tires, run out
of gas and have mechanical problems at times. Council Members Edwards and Holm absent.

Mayor White stated that he got his view and understood his point. Council Members
Edwards and Holm absent.

Council Member Berry stated that he felt Mr. Morris wanted what they all wanted which
was the right thing for the community; that he spent the last year focusing on the issue and it
took a lot of the Mayor's time, a lot of behind the scene study and in front of the public
consideration; that there would be more changes and at the end all might not like it, but there
would be a program that worked; and he looked forward to hearing from him. Council Members
Edwards and Holm absent.

Mr. Brent Walker, 1600 Highway 6, Houston, Texas (281-381-0434) appeared and spoke
in favor of the SafeClear Program and stated that he had a former law enforcement background
and worked with Progressive Insurance and had seen freeway accidents and congestion and
secondary accidents and as an insurance agent knew many accidents were because traffic
stopped or slowed and he felt the program would reduce congestion and get people to
destinations safer; that he did recognize concerns such as the $75.00, the six minute response
time and the flat tire scenario, but did not want the benefits overlooked. Council Members
Edwards, Holm, Alvarado and Berry absent.

Council Member Sekula-Gibbs stated that almost every insurance program she heard
from liked the program and she understood it was because it capped the money a person being
towed had to pay; that the biggest hole in the plan was how to deal with those who could move
their car in a reasonable amount of time under their own steam or simply did not have funds;
that they were going through background checks with them and hoped they would deliver the
courtesies and professionalism for citizens on the side of the road; and upon questions, Mr.
Walker stated that he received complaints more than praises but thought the idea of
background checks might be a good step forward; that the Police Department Auto Detail did an
excellent job and maybe their complaint process could be used or a spin-off of that. Council
Members Edwards, Holm, Alvarado and Berry absent.

Upon questions, Mayor White agreed that there was a process which maybe could be
used and stated that Auto Detailers Detail was being beefed up significantly. Council Members
Edwards, Holm and Berry absent.

Council Member Wiseman stated that on the back of everyone’s drivers license there was
a 1-800 number for roadside assistance and she was concerned about this ordinance as she
did not want people to lose their jobs or their homes. Council Members Edwards, Holm and
Berry absent.

Council Member Khan stated that a consent tow was a lot of money and he understood
how some tows could be considered unreasonable but the whole program should not be
attacked when it would help and save many lives. Council Members Edwards, Holm and Berry
absent.

Mr. Anthony W. Morris, 5514 Blake, Houston, Texas 77054 (713-664-5362) had reserved
time to speak but was not present when his name was called. Council Members Edwards,
Holm and Berry absent.

Mrs. Evelyn Chervenak, 13330 Grants Road, Cypress, Texas 77429 (832-717-4472) had
reserved time to speak but was not present when her name was called. Council Members
Edwards, Holm and Berry absent.
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Mr. John Chervenak, 13330 Grants Road, Cypress, Texas 77429 (832-717-4472)
appeared, presented information and stated that he was director of a new and upcoming non-
profit organization called Above All Ministries and they were established as a response to an on
going problem of homelessness; that they understood the City of Houston was in the process of
removing all the homeless from under the Pierce Elevated and they were present asking that
the city donate a building or warehouse in an area they would be comfortable having the
homeless. Council Members Edwards, Holm, Garcia and Berry absent.

Mr. Troy Burwell, P. O. Box 421043, Houston, Texas 77242-1043 (713-201-4542)
appeared and spoke in opposition to the SafeClear Program and stated that he was a business
owner in Houston and was concerned about the SafeClear Program as it did not appear to be
the way to ease traffic congestion; that there were many issues with it, one being that the U. S.
Congress felt owners of vehicles should have the right to choose service providers and he had
two roadside service providers on his vehicles; that the State of Texas laws stated you had up
to 48 hours unless your vehicle was in the lanes of traffic and this city ordinance discriminated
against the poor and handicapped. Council Members Edwards, Holm, Garcia, Alvarado and
Berry absent. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Council Member Wiseman stated that heavy tows did not fall under the $75.00 fee and
from what she understood there was at least one director concerned about his employees who
used personal vehicles on city business and wondered if the City of Houston was going to
reimburse them. Council Members Edwards, Holm, Garcia, Ellis and Berry absent. (NO
QUORUM PRESENT)

Mr. Burwell stated that currently there was a MAP Program paid for by fees on cell phones
and instead of dispatching a tow truck if they dispatched a call to MAP a driver could assess
what was needed and if he could not handle it then the vehicle’s driver could call their own
service or a truck could be dispatched. Council Members Edwards, Holm, Garcia, Ellis and
Berry absent. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Dr. Dorothy J. Page, 6703 Barbados Drive, Houston, Texas 77088 (281-999-2307)
appeared and stated that she was a prophetess of the Lord and present opposing the SafeClear
Program; that many were being oppressed by the situation and God was not pleased; and
continued expressing her personal opinion until her time expired. Council Members Edwards,
Holm, Garcia, Ellis and Berry absent. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Ms. Delores Blomstrom, 5903 Witchwell, Katy, Texas 77449 (281-858-5930) had reserved
time to speak but was not present when her name was called. Council Members Edwards,
Holm, Garcia, Ellis and Berry absent. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Ms. Rosalinda Ramirez, 5007 Danfield Drive, Houston, Texas 77053 (713-413-3205) had
reserved time to speak but was not present when her name was called. Council Members
Edwards, Holm, Garcia, Ellis and Berry absent. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Mr. Trent Winters, 7967 W. Airport, Houston, Texas 77071 (713-729-1153) had reserved
time to speak but was not present when his name was called. Council Members Edwards,
Holm, Garcia, Ellis and Berry absent. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Ms. Evelyn Silva, 3125 Crestdale, Houston, Texas 77080 (713-895-9335) had reserved
time to speak but was not present when her name was called. Council Members Edwards,
Holm, Garcia, Ellis and Berry absent. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Mrs. Genesis Silva, 3125 Crestdale, Houston, Texas 77080 (713-895-9335) had reserved
time to speak but was not present when her name was called. Council Members Edwards,
Holm, Garcia, Ellis and Berry absent. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)
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Mr. Joe Marquez, P. O. Box 34392, Houston, Texas 77234 (713-910-1419) appeared,
presented information and spoke in opposition to the SafeClear Program and stated that if
traveling through Houston and something goes wrong you call your tow service and take your
family across to eat while waiting and then find out your car and trailer was gone, not by your
service, you did not know what happened and then find out you had thousands of dollars in
towing charges, phone calls, hotel bills, etc., and all brought to you courtesy of the Houston
Council and it needed to be fixed now. Council Members Edwards, Holm, Garcia, Ellis and
Berry absent. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Mr. Edward Foster, 6305 Peacock Field, Houston, Texas 77035 (281-948-4762) had
reserved time to speak but was not present when his name was called. Council Members
Edwards, Holm, Garcia, Ellis and Berry absent. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Mr. Steve Hodgson, 1803 27th Street, Galveston, Texas 77550 (409-762-0193) appeared,
presented information and spoke in opposition to the SafeClear Program and stated that he
lived in Houston but did commute and felt the tow should be only off the nearest exit of the
freeway to a safe place and the price should be competitive; that he completely endorsed the
MAP program and this program was a nightmare. Mayor White, Council Members Goldberg,
Edwards, Holm, Garcia, Ellis and Berry absent. Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. (NO
QUORUM PRESENT)

Mr. Chris Tripoli, 10910 Brit Oak Lane, Houston, Texas 77079 (281-293-0077) appeared
and spoke in opposition to the SafeClear Program and stated that in safety programs
throughout the nation they taught to get to the shoulder, but now in Houston it was get to the
shoulder and have $75.00 in your glove box and it was not just the money issue but the choice;
that this was good intention and bad implementation and the shoulder should be exempted.
Mayor White, Council Members Goldberg, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Garcia, Ellis and Berry
absent. Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Ms. Gwendolyn Crawford, 3114 Gray, Houston, Texas 77004 (713-631-1813) had
reserved time to speak but was not present when her name was called. Mayor White, Council
Members Goldberg, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Garcia, Ellis and Berry absent. Mayor Pro Tem
Alvarado presiding. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Ms. Patricia Guidry, 4415 Botany Lane, Houston, Texas 77047 (713-731-0200) had
reserved time to speak but was not present when her name was called. Mayor White, Council
Members Goldberg, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Garcia, Ellis and Berry absent. Mayor Pro Tem
Alvarado presiding. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Ms. Adriana Navia, 416 Murray, Houston, Texas 77009 (713-228-8651) appeared with an
interpreter and spoke in opposition to the SafeClear Program and stated that the MAP program
was free and helped the people more than the city was doing, what would happen to those who
could not get their cars from the lots; that they should get a free tow and be taken just off the
freeway. Mayor White, Council Members Goldberg, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Garcia, Ellis,
Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent. Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. (NO QUORUM
PRESENT)

Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado stated that they were still working on changes and the Mayor
would present them this week or next week. Mayor White, Council Members Goldberg,
Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Garcia, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent. Mayor Pro Tem
Alvarado presiding. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Ms. Alana Hill, 3306 Columbia, Houston, Texas 77018 (713-294-4022) appeared,
presented information and spoke in opposition to the SafeClear Program and stated that
ACORN shared the position the program was too extreme and unfairly impacted the poor with



NO. 2005-0024-1
1/11-12/05, Page 10

them being the hardest hit and they believed the ordinance must be reformed. Mayor White,
Council Members Goldberg, Edwards, Holm, Garcia, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent.
Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Council Member Khan stated that he was proud of what ACORN was doing; and upon
guestions, Ms. Hill stated that she had free towing and would prefer her daughter to wait on the
one they called if she broke down; that she did not think there were statistics to say if someone
was on the shoulder they caused an accident, rubbernecking had always been there, but there
was more construction than stalled cars; and if someone else was picking up her daughter she
did not know she would be safe. Mayor White, Council Members Lawrence, Goldberg,
Edwards, Holm, Garcia, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent. Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado
presiding. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Upon questions by Council Member Wiseman, Ms. Hill stated that ACORN stood for
Associations of Communities On Reform Now, they were a grassroots organization of low-
moderate income people; that she did see officers pulled over on the shoulder and did not see
why that should be different. Mayor White, Council Members Lawrence, Goldberg, Edwards,
Holm, Garcia, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent. Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. (NO
QUORUM PRESENT)

Mr. John Johnson, 7102 Windemere, Houston, Texas 77088 (832-453-1900) had reserved
time to speak but was not present when his name was called. Mayor White, Council Members
Lawrence, Goldberg, Edwards, Holm, Garcia, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent. Mayor Pro
Tem Alvarado presiding. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Ms. Emalia Perez, 17965 Band, Houston, Texas 77049 (832-755-6502) appeared with an
interpreter in opposition to the SafeClear Program and stated that she was unhappy with the
program, November 22nd when the law was not enforced yet she was forced to pay the $75.00
when her son had already changed the tire, they told her about the SafeClear Program. Mayor
White, Council Members Lawrence, Goldberg, Edwards, Holm, Garcia, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs and
Berry absent. Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Upon questions by Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado, Ms. Perez stated that it was on 1-45 and if
that happened then what would happen now; that the program hurt the poor. Mayor White,
Council Members Lawrence, Goldberg, Edwards, Holm, Garcia, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry
absent. Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Council Member Wiseman stated that she agreed with her and thanked her for coming.
Mayor White, Council Members Lawrence, Goldberg, Edwards, Holm, Garcia, Ellis, Sekula-
Gibbs and Berry absent. Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Ms. Sara Dunning, 570 Kenwood Lane, Houston, Texas 77013 (713-455-7043) had
reserved time to speak but was not present when her name was called. Mayor White, Council
Members Lawrence, Goldberg, Edwards, Holm, Garcia, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent.
Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Ms. Jeanette Rash, 2104 Lyons, Houston, Texas 77020 (713-228-8872) appeared,
presented information and spoke in support of the SafeClear Program and stated that she came
because she was very upset about the violence promoted by some talk show host against her
tow truck drivers and all tow truck drivers; that if one driver was to get hurt or killed they would
all get together and hold people accountable for what was said and done; that they were
working twice as hard for half the money and they were willing to address concerns, but the plan
should not be thrown out. Council Members Lawrence, Goldberg, Edwards, Holm, Garcia, Ellis,
Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Upon questions by Council Member Alvarado, Ms. Rash stated that out of the tows they
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had done about 99% of them were glad to be taken off and to where they wanted to go; that it
was 100% better than yesterday and she loved the MAP Program and they should compliment
each other; that they along with Harris County, METRO, TXDOT, etc., needed to be brought
back into the fold; that an accident in Sugarland had just as big an impact on Houston traffic as
a downtown accident. Council Members Goldberg, Edwards, Holm, Garcia, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs
and Berry absent. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Mayor White thanked Ms. Rash for all she had done for years; that she had asked for
improvement long before he became Mayor. Council Members Goldberg, Edwards, Holm,
Garcia, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Council Member Khan thanked Ms. Rash for all she had done and stated that he
respected their industry and received many calls from people who were appreciative of the
program; that he understood all could not pay $75.00 and if it was just gas, etc., would not want
a tow and he would appreciate some things being looked at but knew smart people were
looking for other solutions. Council Members Goldberg, Edwards, Holm, Garcia, Ellis, Sekula-
Gibbs and Berry absent. (NO QUORUM PRESENT)

Upon questions by Council Member Wiseman, Ms. Rash stated that she had three
segments total and paid a total of $143,000. for a year. Council Member Wiseman stated that if
anyone believed this program would help keep people from getting hurt or killed they were
wrong, but she was not opposed to the industry and supported no one speaking about harming
drivers. Council Members Goldberg, Edwards, Holm, Garcia, Ellis, Seku