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City Council Chamber, City Hall, Tuesday, September 14, 2004 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Houston City Council was held at 1:30 p.m. Tuesday, September 

14, 2004, Mayor Bill White presiding and with Council Members Toni Lawrence, 
Carol M. Galloway, Mark Goldberg, Ada Edwards, Addie Wiseman, M. J. Khan, Pam Holm, 
Adrian Garcia, Carol Alvarado, Mark Ellis, Gordon Quan, Shelley Sekula-Gibbs, M.D., 
Ronald C. Green and Michael Berry; Mr. Anthony Hall, Chief Administrative Officer, Mayor’s 
Office; Mr. Don Cheatham, Division Chief, General Counsel Division, Legal Department; Mr. 
Richard Cantu, Director Mayor’s Citizens Assistance Office; Ms. Marty Stein, Agenda Director, 
Mr. Jose Soto, Deputy Agenda Director, present. 

 
At 1:51 p.m. Mayor White stated that Council would begin with presentations starting with 

Council Member Edwards.  Council Member Edwards stated that she had two important 
presentations and one was to a very long established and community minded business in her 
district and invited Mr. Demetrius and his family, with Niko Nikos Restaurant, to the podium and 
presented him a Certificate of Recognition for always being aware of what was going on in the 
community and stepping up to the plate.  Council Members Galloway, Goldberg, Wiseman, 
Alvarado and Quan absent 

 
Council Member Edwards stated that for her second presentation she had opportunity to 

present the BRAVO Awards and it was Houston’s highest recognition program for City 
employees.  Council Member Edwards and Mayor White presented BRAVO Awards to Ms. 
Christine Gibson with the Houston Public Library Department, Mr. George Malveaux with the 
Houston Police Department and Mr. Larry Stockham with the Solid Waste Management 
Department for demonstrating outstanding service to the City of Houston and the community.  
Council Member Galloway absent. 

 
Mayor White stated that he had a presentation and invited Mr. Malcolm Hendry to the 

podium and stated that a great concern existed in the nation and community to ending the 
devastation caused by cancer and many positive advances had been made; that programs 
promoting awareness and early detection saved thousands of lives yearly and Us Too was a 
nonprofit organization which provided information, concern and understanding in decision 
making for prostate cancer; that at least three men died from prostate cancer in Houston every 
week and by detection those lives could be saved so free testing had been arranged all over 
Houston during the month of September; and presented Mr. Hendry a Proclamation 
commending their efforts, wishing them the best and proclaimed September as “Prostate 
Cancer Awareness Month”, in Houston, Texas.  Mr. Hendry stated that they asked for the 
Proclamation to publicize the free testing all over Houston and mobile units would be at Fiesta’s 
and other locations and urged everyone to take advantage of it.  Council Member Goldberg 
absent. 

 
Council Member Sekula-Gibbs thanked Mr. Hendry for bringing attention to prostate 

cancer and stated that it was a huge killer of middle age and older men and it needed to be 
stopped; that she wanted them to know the testing was a simple blood test and that was the 
key.  Council Member Goldberg absent. 

 
Council Member Garcia stated that it was extremely important; that his Dad was dealing 

with it now and he strongly encouraged any man to give it special attention; and thanked Mr. 
Hendry for his efforts.  Council Member Goldberg absent. 

 
Mayor White stated that he would say to his staff present he wanted this posted on the 

City’s website, on the front page for awareness. 
 
Council Member Sekula-Gibbs stated that it was her pleasure to have a presentation 

today and invited those present with El Dia Newspaper to the podium.  Council Member Sekula-
Gibbs stated that El Dia was celebrating their ninth anniversary of serving the Spanish speaking 
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community in Houston and was the first Spanish newspaper of daily circulation and presented 
them a Certificate of Recognition.  Council Members Goldberg, Holm and Ellis absent. 

 
Council Members congratulated El Dia Newspaper and wished them continued success.  

Council Members Goldberg, Holm and Ellis absent. 
 
Council Member Lawrence stated that it was said the future of this country was often 

determined by the youth and it was definitely true today and invited Miss Nia Abdallah to the 
podium.  Council Member Lawrence stated that the Olympic games embodied all tradition and 
purpose of the historic worldwide games including exercise and spirit of friendly and honest 
competition; that Houston was a city of champions and Nia Abdallah demonstrated just that as 
she won a Silver Medal in Taekwondo and was the first U. S. woman to win a Taekwondo 
medal in the Olympics for the United States; and presented her a Proclamation saluting and 
commending her and her courage and achievements and wished her continued success; and 
proclaimed Tuesday, September 14, 2004 as “Nia Abdallah Day”, in Houston, Texas.  Council 
Members Goldberg, Holm and Ellis absent. 

 
Council Members congratulated, commended and wished Nia continues success.  Council 

Members Goldberg, Holm and Ellis absent. 
 
At 2:27 p.m. Mayor White called the meeting to order and called on Council Member 

Sekula-Gibbs to lead in prayer.  Council Member Sekula-Gibbs called on Father Henry Walker, 
Pastor of St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, who led all in prayer and Nia Abdallah led all in the 
pledge. 

 
At 2:30 p.m. the City Secretary called the roll.  All present. 
 
Council Members Green and Sekula-Gibbs moved that the minutes of the preceding 

meeting be adopted.  All voting aye.  Nays none.  Council Member Ellis absent.  MOTION 
ADOPTED. 

 
Council Member Sekula-Gibbs stated that as a point of personal privilege she would like to 

welcome a group of Girl Scouts with Troop 24009 and asked them to stand to be recognized.  
Council Member Ellis absent. 

 
Council Member Garcia moved that the rules be suspended for the purpose of hearing 

from Ms. Alana Hill, Ms. Sarah Crockett, Mr. Lewis Jenkins, Ms. Pascuala Olvera, Ms. Adriana 
Navia, Mr. Larry Lane, Mr. Charles Ingram, Mr. James Smith, Ms. Willie Lois Lee and Ms. 
Janice Walker out of order, seconded by Council Member Alvarado. 

 
Upon questions by Council Member Quan, Council Member Galloway stated that they 

were all speaking on the same subject and that was the reason they were all moved. 
 
Council Member Wiseman stated that she would like to respectfully remind her colleagues 

that through the Council Governance Committee they addressed the issue of taking speakers 
out of order during public session, if simply to shift the order and not accommodate speakers 
with special needs and she would ask the Council to be mindful of the Governance Committee.  
Council Member Garcia stated that he made the motion as many had children with them and he 
was willing to work with the committee; and Council Member Wiseman stated that it would 
behoove Council if an explanation was made with the motion so they could make an informed 
decision on amending the rules. 

 
A vote was called on Council Member Garcia’s motion.  Council Member Quan voting no.  

Balance voting aye.  Council Members Ellis and Berry absent.  MOTION 2004-0990 ADOPTED. 
 
Ms. Alana Hill, 3306 Columbia, Houston, Texas 77018 (713-294-4022) appeared, 
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presented information to Council Members and stated that she was an ACORN member and 
lived in Independence Heights and today she and others were present from a number of low 
income Houston neighborhoods; that many lived in bad conditions and were threatened in 
losing their land to high dollar developers; commended Council Member Quan on his 
commitment for housing issues; and urged that more cost effective housing be provided.  
Council Members Holm, Ellis and Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Quan thanked Ms. Hill and all ACORN members for coming and stated 

that they welcomed their involvement in the process.  Council Members Holm, Ellis and Berry 
absent. 

 
Council Member Galloway stated that she knew they wanted affordable construction 

before land was auctioned off, but state laws governed how land was let go, but this was one of 
the Mayor and Council’s priority to redevelop communities with low and affordable housing.  
Council Members Holm, Garcia, Ellis and Berry absent. 

 
Ms. Sarah Crockett, 778 Holmer, Houston, Texas 77091 (713-692-6983) appeared and 

stated that she was a member of ACORN and lived in the Acres Home Area; that vacant lots 
were overgrown and vacant houses were dilapidated; and they were in need of Neighborhood 
Protection creating a property preservation program.  Council Members Galloway, Holm, Garcia 
and Berry absent. 

 
Mayor White stated that this week there would be radical changes beginning in how they 

organized themselves and did business and they did need ACORN’s help with zero tolerance 
on dumping; and asked that she present Mr. Cantu with her list of specifics.  Council Members 
Galloway, Holm, Garcia and Berry absent. 

 
Mr. Lewis Jenkins, 922 Dolly Wright, Houston, Texas 77088 (281-999-2932) had reserved 

time to speak but was not present when his name was called.  Council Members Holm, Garcia 
and Berry absent. 

 
Ms. Toni Mcelroy appeared and stated that she would speak in place of Mr. Lewis Jenkins; 

and Council Member Quan moved that the rules be suspended for the purpose of allowing Ms. 
Toni Mcelroy to speak at this time, seconded by Council Member Khan.  Mayor White stated 
that if there were no objections Ms. Mcelroy could continue.  Council Members Wiseman, Holm, 
Garcia and Berry absent. 

 
Ms. Toni Mc Elroy, no address (713-304-2345) appeared and stated that she was a 

lifelong resident of Third Ward; that the greatest threat to her neighborhood was gentrification; 
that it increased taxes but the human cost was staggering, they did not want to be misplaced 
persons in the community and they were asking that the Mayor and Council do their part in low 
and affordable housing.  Council Members Lawrence, Wiseman, Holm, Garcia, Ellis and Berry 
absent. 

 
Ms. Pascuala Olvera, 3300 Lobe Plaza, Houston, Texas 77026 (713-675-0489) appeared 

and stated that she was from the Fifth Ward and they were present today trying to prevent 
companies from buying abandoned properties and continuing to flip them over on contract for 
deed to people and they were asking for support from the city for a state law which would allow 
vacant and tax delinquent properties to be turned over for affordable housing construction to 
community groups so they did not fall into hands of land speculators.  Council Members 
Wiseman, Holm, Ellis, Green and Berry absent. 

 
Upon questions by Council Member Khan, Ms. Olvera stated that they wanted support for 

state law so property could be turned over to working families at affordable payments and allow 
their families a home.  Council Members Wiseman, Holm, Alvarado, Ellis and Berry absent. 
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Council Member Garcia stated that legislative priorities were submitted; and upon 
questions, Mayor White stated that Council Member Quan was looking at the issue and in large 
part it would be shaped by his committee and he would like him to respond; and Council 
Member Quan stated that ACORN had been meeting with them at HOH and they were trying to 
setup a model project to get people out from contract for deed and into full ownership.  Council 
Members Wiseman, Ellis and Berry absent. 

 
Ms. Andriana Navia, 1918 Maury, Houston, Texas 77009 (713-228-8651) appeared and 

stated that she lived in the Northside and some families had been there for generations; that 
they felt they were under attack with companies coming in and building large houses; that last 
month Council Member Garcia toured the neighborhood and saw their concerns and now two 
abandoned houses on her street were torn down, but what would happen when the large 
companies came and built unaffordable housing; that they requested the land be set aside for 
low income because if the big houses came and all their taxes went up they would no longer be 
able to live there and where would they all go.  Council Members Wiseman and Ellis absent. 

 
Mayor White stated that he understood their concerns and they were working on that 

issue; and thanked Ms. Navia for coming; and Ms. Naia stated that she was speaking on behalf 
of an ordinance being passed requiring 25% of new development to be set aside for low and 
very low income families.  Council Member Wiseman absent. 

 
Mr. Larry Lane, P. O. Box 1593, Houston, Texas 77347 (no phone) appeared and stated 

that he was present as Council was considering continuation of the CIP which was a work in 
progress and sometimes unworthy items hid and this CIP held one such item which was an 
improper use of public dollars for private benefit for a museum which ignored likely violation of 
Texas statute; and Council was considering adding to the homeowner’s tax burden the granting 
of tax abatements and all homeowners were being placed in a bind, but approval of Proposition 
II would allow flexible growth at sustainable levels, encourage transparent budgeting and instill 
confidence in financial practices and did put tax payers first; and urges its support. 

 
Council Member Wiseman stated that he was not alone in his feelings about use of bond 

money tax payers approved and she shared those concerns; and she hoped to hear from him 
again when he had views on actions the Council took. 

 
Mr. Charles Ingram, 5503 Mountwood, Houston, Texas 77091 (713-681-4202) had 

reserved time to speak but was not present when his name was called. 
 
Mr. James Smith, 1534 W. Donovan, Houston, Texas 77091 (713-688-0269) appeared 

and stated that he was a member of the Acres Home Citizens Council and was former vice 
president of Super Neighborhoods and present trying to understand how the system worked as 
every year they have to come to Council and see why something was moved back, this time the 
Little York project.  Council Member Sekula-Gibbs absent. 

 
Council Member Galloway stated that she knew they had expressed many needs and 

went to CIP meetings and put them on the books, but they did not seem to appear on the books; 
that Little York was on ever since she came on Council, it got off and then back on and their 
community suffered many years and she was getting with the Mayor to see how they could 
complete Little York and would get back with them also.  Council Member Sekula-Gibbs absent. 

 
Mayor White stated that he knew of the conditions he was speaking of on Little York and 

he wanted them to know this district had far more investments in dollar terms and road and 
street projects than any district because they did have catching up to do.  Council Members 
Wiseman and Sekula-Gibbs absent. 

 
Council Member Lawrence stated that a huge drainage project was about to start on Little 

York and after that project they may be able to get back on schedule.  Council Member Sekula-
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Gibbs absent. 
 
Council Member Garcia stated that they asked communities to gather signatures and 

submit them for projects and he found it was for nothing; that projects from ten years ago were 
not happening and this needed to be reworked, they should not go through this if it was not 
done, it was not right; and Mayor White stated that he heard what he was saying, if someone 
went out and did the work there was an expectation and as leaders it was a part of their job to 
make sure expectations and realities were in line; and upon questions, Council Member Garcia 
stated that maybe they should issue moratoriums on those projects, don’t bring the community 
to the table if there was no expectation.  Council Members Wiseman, Sekula-Gibbs, Green and 
Berry absent. 

 
After further discussion of Council Members Mayor White stated that it was a good point 

Council Member Garcia made and he would look into it and ask a representative from Public 
Works, they needed to keep expectations and realities in line and constantly keep them in 
check.  Council Members Wiseman and Berry absent. 

 
Ms. Willie Lois Lee, 3301 Vintage, Houston, Texas 77026 (713-674-7883) appeared and 

stated that she was president of Kashmere Gardens Super Neighborhood Number 52 and they 
were asking for participation in the political process and were requesting Council to reconsider 
the CIP item, Kashmere storm projects scheduled for 2006, as it came to their attention it was to 
be moved back and they had flooded many years because of inadequate infrastructure; and 
urged they allow the project to proceed as scheduled.  Council Members Wiseman, Khan and 
Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Edwards stated that she would double check, but in the Flood and 

Drainage Committee they looked at those projects and she did not think the project she 
mentioned was cut, but she would double check and get with Council Member Galloway.  
Council Members Wiseman, Khan, Green and Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Galloway stated the project was moved back, it was originally scheduled 

with the Inglewood storm drainage for the 2005 budget year; that they moved quite a bit of 
money back into storm drainage and she was disappointed as wherever Public Works wanted to 
use the money they did and her district was being left out.  Council Members Wiseman, Khan, 
Green and Berry absent. 

 
Ms. Janice Waker, 3161 Chickering, Houston, Texas 77026 (713-675-5982) appeared and 

stated that as she looked for the Kashmere Gardens plan for 2005 she saw nothing and came 
to ask Council to consider giving them what was listed in that CIP plan; that their area had many 
families who still had not recovered from the last big storm and it was the Mayor and Council’s 
responsibility to reduce risk of flooding.  Council Members Wiseman, Green and Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Galloway thanked Ms. Waker and those who came with her today for 

voicing their concerns and hopefully they would get the funding to get the project on its way; that 
infrastructure was outdated and she would be working with the Mayor.  Council Members 
Wiseman, Green and Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Edwards stated that she believed her project was in the mix with those 

who had taken a front seat, but she would check and see that it was taken care of and they 
would do their best to get her the information before the end of the week.  Council Members 
Wiseman, Green and Berry absent. 

 
Mr. Al Russell, 2022 Shadow Bend, Houston, Texas 77043 (713-827-7474) appeared and 

stated that he was present today as co-president of the Timber Oaks Civic Association thanking 
Council for reinstating NSR 435 and also wanted to express appreciation for keeping Agnes 
Moffat Park as a neighborhood park; and as president of the Spring Branch Super 
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Neighborhood he wanted to extend an invitation to the Mayor and Council to participate in the 
Spring Branch Multi Cultural Parade, Saturday, October 2, 2004.  Council Members Galloway, 
Wiseman, Ellis, Green and Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Lawrence stated that 435 was scheduled for design in 2006 and 

construction in 2008.  Council Members Galloway, Wiseman, Ellis, Green and Berry absent. 
 
Mrs. Sandra Russell, 2022 Shadow Bend, Houston, Texas 77043 (713-827-7474) 

appeared and stated that she was co-president of the Timber Oaks Civic Association and retired 
city employee and also wanted to thank Council for keeping NSR435a in the CIP and for 
keeping Agnes Moffat Park as their neighborhood park.  Council Members Galloway, Wiseman, 
Ellis, Green and Berry absent. 

 
Mr. Salman Khan, 7639 Alcimita, Houston, Texas 77083 (832-279-7854) appeared, 

presented information and stated that he was present to speak on dollars for the Asia House; 
that diversity was the light which made Houston a beacon for cities all over the world; that 
recognizing diversity could not have been without support of the Mayor and Council Members 
and he thanked them and applauded them and hoped they would take this into consideration.  
Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Wiseman, Ellis, Green and Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Khan stated that Mr. Khan was his nephew whom he was very proud of; 

that governments did not build museums it was communities and he thanked him for coming 
and supporting the item.  Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Wiseman, Ellis, Green and 
Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Quan stated that he was vice chairman of the Asian Society and he could 

not vote or speak in favor or against the project and any comments he would make would 
strictly be informational.  Council Members Wiseman, Ellis, Green and Berry absent. 

 
Mr. Kenneth Mahaffey, 6650 Limestone, Houston, Texas 77092 (713-460-1719) had 

reserved time to speak but was not present when his name was called.  Council Members 
Wiseman, Ellis, Green and Berry absent. 

 
Mr. Charles Foster, 600 Travis #2800, Houston, Texas 77002 (713-229-8733 ext. 1406) 

appeared and stated that he was present to speak on the same important project; that the city 
budget was tight, but it was appropriate for the city to do its part on such projects; that all cities 
were judged by their culture and art and Asia was a very critical and important part of the world; 
that Asia House had a capital campaign and raised $4,000,000 to date and once completed it 
would be a major architectural project and bring international recognition, free to school children 
and believed such projects were important and they hoped the city would be able to do its part 
along with the corporate community, individuals, the Asian community and charitable 
foundations.  Council Members Wiseman, Green and Berry absent. 

 
Upon questions by Council Member Goldberg, Mr. Foster stated that the Asian Society 

had been working on Asia House about two to three years ago and were working on raising the 
balance of funds and he hoped the city would join and serve as a stimulus.  Council Members 
Green and Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Khan stated that Mr. Foster did much for this city and community and he 

thanked him for it; that the Asia Society was one of the modern organizations and he believed 
Houston had ingredients to become the next global city of the world and he believed such 
projects as Asia House would put Houston on the map; and upon questions, Mr. Foster stated 
that Asia House would also serve as meeting space and there was nothing quite like it; that 
other cities had Asian art museums, but nothing like Asia House.  Council Members Green and 
Berry absent. 
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Mayor White stated that as citizens they should do what they could to nurture museums, it 
was not one project versus another but a level playing field between different projects.  Council 
Member Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Lawrence stated that it was wonderful the way they were organized and 

Council wanted projects to succeed and without maintenance and such covered they were not; 
and thanked him for the plan.  Mayor White and Council Member Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem 
Alvarado presiding. 

 
Council Member Edwards stated that if her office could do anything to help they were 

there for him.  Mayor White and Council Member Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado 
presiding. 

 
Mr. Glen Gondo, 3123 Bonnebridge Way Blvd., Houston, Texas 77082 (713-622-7886) 

appeared and stated that he was a third generation Japanese American and had gotten 
involved with the Asian Society to help eliminate racial prejudice and the stereotyping of the 
Asian American; and the Asia House was needed to help inform and educate on Asian 
Americans and their culture.  Mayor White and Council Member Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem 
Alvarado presiding. 

 
Council Member Goldberg thanked Mr. Gondo for all the work he did; and upon questions, 

Mr. Gondo stated that they had a world renown architect and the building would give recognition 
to the city and they were very excited about it.  Mayor White and Council Members Garcia and 
Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. 

 
Council Member Khan stated that he understood they wanted the building to bring 

recognition to Houston, but also to develop business relations with countries in Asia; and 
thanked him for his involvement in Asia.  Mayor White and Council Member Berry absent.  
Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. 

 
Council Member Edwards stated that any assistance her office could provide they would 

be grateful to.  Mayor White and Council Member Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado 
presiding. 

 
Council Member Wiseman stated that she would like to touch on the issue of a business 

plan, she would love an opportunity to visit with him on that; and her question was to the 
Administration as last week she asked for a copy of the business plan for the African American 
Museum and still had not received anything and was asking the Administration to provide those 
to her.  Mayor White and Council Member Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. 

 
Ms. Mary Margaret Hansen, 4600 Gulf Freeway #620, Houston, Texas 77023 (713-928-

9916) appeared, presented information and stated that she was present to speak on litter and 
trash; that the Greater East End Management District applauded the City of Houston and Scenic 
Houston for making street litter, illegal dumping and construction debris a priority; that their area 
had such problems as many had no regard for heavy trash pickup days and just sat it out 
anytime, their Management District paid $135,000.00 annually for their five person litter crew 
who picked up and disposed of nearly one ton of street litter a week and they would like to 
partner with the city on an education awareness program and had targeted corporate partners 
to help in the funding.  Mayor White and Council Members Goldberg, Wiseman, Sekula-Gibbs 
and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado thanked Ms. Hansen for all the work she did in helping to get rid 

of trash, litter and graffiti.  Mayor White and Council Members Goldberg, Edwards, Wiseman, 
Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. 

 
Council Member Garcia stated that there was no doubt the initiative Ms. Hansen was 
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proposing would be successful; and thanked her for all she did and for doing it as a 
collaboration.  Mayor White and Council Members Goldberg, Edwards, Wiseman, Sekula-Gibbs 
and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. 

 
Ms. Deborah J. Bevers, 3015 Richmond #220, Houston, Texas 77098 (713-629-0481) 

appeared and stated that she was executive director for Scenic Houston and on behalf of their 
board, Keep Houston Beautiful and the Quality of Life Coalition they supported the HGAC grant 
to the City of Houston to work on illegal dumping; that the approval of the grant for zero 
tolerance was a huge step toward a larger effort; and thanked Council for their support.  Mayor 
White and Council Members Goldberg, Edwards, Wiseman, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent.  
Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. 

 
Ms. Marie Sanford, 3402 McCrarey Drive, Houston, Texas 77088 (281-447-8004) had 

reserved time to speak but was not present when her name was called.  Mayor White and 
Council Members Goldberg, Edwards, Wiseman, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro 
Tem Alvarado presiding. 

 
Mr. Keith Silas, 2814 Stallings Drive, Houston, Texas 77088 (281-467-4813) had reserved 

time to speak but was not present when his name was called.  Mayor White and Council 
Members Goldberg, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro 
Tem Alvarado presiding. 

 
Ms. Deborah Elaine Allen, 1122 Sol, Houston, Texas 77029 (713-649-8358) appeared and 

stated that she would be nominated President and sang until her song was completed.  Mayor 
White and Council Members Goldberg, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry 
absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. 

 
Mr./Coach R. J. Bobby Taylor, 3107 Sumpter, Houston, Texas 77020 (202-FA3-4511) had 

reserved time to speak but was not present when his name was called.  Mayor White and 
Council Members Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Quan, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent.  Mayor 
Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. 

 
Ms. Mary Guerra, 2015 Chapman, Houston, Texas 77009 (713-225-0706) appeared and 

stated that she had information she wanted to bring to Council’s attention, but she was 
requesting a later date so she could have full cooperation from the Chambers as she wanted 
Mayor White to be present; that their neighborhood was in real need of employment and she 
had documents to show him; and wanted a later date when all would be present.  Mayor White 
and Council Members Galloway, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Quan and Berry absent.  Mayor 
Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado stated that she would need to reserve through the City 

Secretary’s Office just as she had for today.  After further discussion and questions by Ms. 
Guerra Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado again stated that she had to sign up in the City Secretary’s 
Office and she was being heard at this time, she could not guarantee when she would be heard 
in the next meeting; that regarding Council Members signing something to show she was 
present she could have it passed around and if they wanted to sign they would.  Mayor White 
and Council Members Galloway, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Quan and Berry absent.  Mayor 
Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. 

 
Upon questions by Council Member Khan, Ms. Guerra stated that her issue was with the 

Work Source, they were not equipped; that half their equipment did not work and she requested 
bus tokens from them and they said she had to have an interview and sent her to a church, but 
they were waiting on some and she did not get them.  Mayor White and Council Members 
Galloway, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Quan and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado 
presiding. 
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Mr. John Johnson, 7102 Windemere, Houston, Texas 77088 (832-453-1900) appeared 
and stated that he was present regarding his concern on the way things were handled at 3300 
Main; that he had plans and when he took them in was told there was no way possible to get 
them done; that he had some approved but when they took them to the field then they had a 
problem with inspectors because they did not have what was required at 3300 Main; that they 
were designed to have wood cabinets with gas burners on top and the inspector said he would 
not approve it; and continued discussing concerns until his time expired.  Mayor White and 
Council Members Galloway, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Quan and Berry absent.  Mayor 
Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado stated that Ms. Suzy Hargrove with Planning was present and 

would speak with him at this time.  Mayor White and Council Members Galloway, Edwards, 
Wiseman, Holm, Quan and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. 

 
Ms. Minnie Chevalier, 3455 Shore Shadow Drive, Crosby, Texas 77532 (832-414-0440) 

appeared and stated that she was currently employed with the City of Houston, was a police 
sergeant and had just completed 22 years of service; that she was requesting permission to 
speak with Mr. Lonnie Vera regarding her transition from the Municipal Employees Pension 
System to the Houston Police Officers Pension System as others had done in the past; that 
recent events focused her attention on the inability to achieve the benefits authorized by the 
Meet and Confer Agreement approved by the Mayor and Council and subsequently ratified by 
the members of the Houston Police Department; that she was an airport officer and when they 
merged with HPD the city provided an option to transfer to the Houston Police System, but all 
her prior years would be taken away and she would have lost ten years, then later for those who 
chose the transition Council authorized a combination of City of Houston Municipal years of 
service with the Houston Police years of service for retirement purposes and she was never 
given an opportunity to transition from one pension to the other and to her knowledge she was 
the only 22 year veteran of HPD without the ability to enter the DROP Program or retire and was 
respectfully requesting permission to meet with Mr. Vara to discuss resolving that matter.  
Mayor White and Council Members Galloway, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Ellis and Berry 
absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. 

 
Upon questions by Council Member Garcia, Ms. Chevalier stated that the opportunity to 

change pension systems was given but knowing you would lose your acquired years of service; 
and Council Member Garcia stated that he would follow-up with this and see if he could get her 
an audience and see where it would take her.  Mayor White and Council Members Galloway, 
Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Ellis and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. 

 
Mr. Steven Williams, no address (no phone) had reserved time to speak but was not 

present when his name was called.  Mayor White and Council Members Galloway, Edwards, 
Wiseman, Holm, Ellis and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. 

 
Ms. Hazel L. Corley, 7125 Sidney, Houston, Texas 77021 (713-747-8720) appeared and 

stated that she was with Foster Place and wanted to open an elderly daycare in the area she 
lived and wanted help from the City of Houston with funding if there was any; that there were 
many elderly citizens who needed help.  Mayor White and Council Members Galloway, 
Goldberg, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Ellis and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado 
presiding.  (NO QUORUM PRESENT) 

 
Upon questions by Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado, Ms. Corley stated that she was looking at a 

property on Scott Street but today she found it had been purchased for a washateria; that she 
had submitted nothing to Housing; and Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado stated that she would suggest 
starting with Housing so someone could walk her through the process.  Mayor White and 
Council Members Galloway, Goldberg, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Ellis and Berry absent.  
Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.  (NO QUORUM PRESENT) 
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Upon questions by Council Member Quan, Ms. Corley stated that she was not for profit, 
she had her 501C3, tax exempt and DBA, but did not have the money; and Council Member 
Quan stated that the Local Initiatives might be a better place to start, showing how to form the 
board and get the organization going and to get an understanding of what might be available 
through public assistance.  Mayor White and Council Members Galloway, Goldberg, Edwards, 
Wiseman, Holm, Ellis and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.  (NO QUORUM 
PRESENT) 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado stated that the gentleman standing behind her would speak with 

her at this time.  Mayor White and Council Members Galloway, Goldberg, Edwards, Wiseman, 
Holm, Ellis and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.  (NO QUORUM PRESENT) 

 
Mr. Christopher Cato, 7710 Boggess Road, Houston, Texas 77016 (no phone) appeared 

and stated that he was present regarding his water service being illegally terminated by the City 
of Houston on September 9, 2004, and he was still without; that since 1998 they were paying a 
bill to the City of Houston on a contract they went into with the head of the department; that the 
City said they owed $1,200.00 and they disputed it, but later agreed to pay it and get it resolved 
and now six years later they were still paying the same $1,200.00 and they need to get it 
resolved.  Mayor White and Council Members Galloway, Goldberg, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, 
Ellis and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.  (NO QUORUM PRESENT) 

 
Upon questions by Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado, Mr. Cato stated that they had been paying 

$75.00 a month and it was going on six years now; Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado stated that Mr. 
Gary Norman with Public Works was present at this time and would discuss it with him; that he 
had a history of his account; and Mr. Cato stated that regardless, they needed the water turned 
on now; that every two years the City renewed the contract and they just kept paying the same 
debt.  Mayor White and Council Members Galloway, Goldberg, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Ellis 
and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.  (NO QUORUM PRESENT) 

 
Dr. Malisa James, 2112 West Main, Houston, Texas 77098 (TTY711 ask for 713-529-

8691) appeared, presented information and stated that she was deaf and had been working on 
disability and she believed Houston needed to be the best in the nation; that she was concerned 
the City was splitting money and needed to prioritize and hoped they would go to plans and see 
if they included what was needed for those with disabilities; that recently she was at a meeting 
and there was no captioning, they should not be going backwards and she would suggest that 
all funded programs be mandated to bring projects up to ADA standards with no exceptions and 
that the ADA coordinator for the City of Houston be given the responsibility and authority to 
review plans prior to their being implemented.  Mayor White and Council Members Galloway, 
Goldberg, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Ellis, Green and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado 
presiding.  (NO QUORUM PRESENT) 

 
Council Member Sekula-Gibbs stated that Council appreciated Dr. James bringing this 

issue to them; that she was right this was a deficiency and a better job needed to be done; that 
they had established the fact and one thing done was the Consolidated Plan Meeting was now 
on the Municipal Channel; and upon questions, Dr. James stated that signing was not an 
appropriate option, 3% of those with a hearing loss did signing and 97% did not sign and 
needed captioning; that there was now a citywide ADA coordinator and that coordinator needed 
to know every coordinator in every department; and she would love to work with the City of 
Houston on the issue; and Council Member Sekula-Gibbs  stated that her assistant would visit 
with her after this discussion to try and get her engaged with them.  Mayor White and Council 
Members Galloway, Goldberg, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Ellis, Green and Berry absent.  Mayor 
Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.  (NO QUORUM PRESENT) 

 
Mrs. Beneva Nyamu, 3617 Providence, Houston, Texas 77020 (713-225-4501) appeared 

and stated that she lived in Fifth Ward and since Mayor White came in office  there had been 
attention to their area, but she would like a consistent plan; and another subject was HIV; that 
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education was necessary and it needed to start at the top, in other cities Council Members 
talked about it; and this would be her last time to come as she felt that they were treated 
disrespectfully.  Mayor White and Council Members Galloway, Goldberg, Edwards, Wiseman, 
Holm, Garcia, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.  (NO 
QUORUM PRESENT) 

 
Mr. Alan Wakim, 4041 Law #411, Houston, Texas 77005 (713-220-4507) appeared and 

stated that he was sure he was speaking for thousands of people who worked in the Downtown 
area and they were frustrated with all the construction all over the city; and discussed several 
different routes all having construction.  Mr. Wakim further stated that he was told from Public 
Works the City, State and METRO were all working on projects, but he sensed there was no 
coordination and that was what he was suggesting that all take computers into consideration 
and coordinate their projects.  Mayor White and Council Members Galloway, Goldberg, 
Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Garcia, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem 
Alvarado presiding.  (NO QUORUM PRESENT) 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado stated that it had been difficult to maneuver but she thought 

there was much more coordination than a couple of years ago and many projects were in there 
last phases and should be completed in Spring and Summer of next year.  Mayor White and 
Council Members Galloway, Goldberg, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Garcia, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs, 
Green and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.  (NO QUORUM PRESENT) 

 
Council Member Quan stated that he wanted to second what the Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado 

had said; that the two of them had been to several meetings looking at all projects and this was 
not an easy task; that they had demanded coordination between utilities companies, METRO 
and City of Houston; that there was also an E-mail address which showed construction and 
street closures, but they were open to other ideas and Mayor White had stopped projects from 
going forward because he knew it would have an impact on other projects.  Mayor White and 
Council Members Galloway, Goldberg, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Garcia, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs, 
Green and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.  (NO QUORUM PRESENT) 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado stated that there was improvement and people might try the train 

to get into Downtown; and Mr. Wakim stated that some were saying it was a conspiracy by 
METRO to get everyone to ride the train.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado stated that Mr. Clarence 
Fontaine in the Mayor’s Office would be happy to speak with him.  Mayor White and Council 
Members Galloway, Goldberg, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Garcia, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs, Green 
and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.  (NO QUORUM PRESENT) 

 
Mr. Michael Berger, 6531 Westview, Houston, Texas 77055 (713-686-7034) appeared and 

stated that he was again present asking for help as he was trying to get hired by Sign 
Administration; that he did not have six months experience or education on interpretation of 
plans, but he did have a basic code enforcement certificate from Texas A & M and would 
appreciate any help he could get.  Mayor White and Council Members Galloway, Goldberg, 
Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Garcia, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs, Green and Berry absent.  Mayor 
Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.  (NO QUORUM PRESENT) 

 
Mr. William E. Beal, 4718 Boicewood, Houston, Texas 77016 (713-633-0126) had 

reserved time to speak but was not present when his name was called.  Mayor White and 
Council Members Galloway, Goldberg, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Garcia, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs, 
Green and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.  (NO QUORUM PRESENT) 

 
Senator Robert Horton, 3714 Bain, Houston, Texas 77026 (713-260-6144) had reserved 

time to speak but was not present when his name was called.  Mayor White and Council 
Members Galloway, Goldberg, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Garcia, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs, Green 
and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.  (NO QUORUM PRESENT) 
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President Joseph Charles, P. O. Box 52437, Houston, Texas 77052-4373 (713-203-7738) 
appeared and stated that he needed emergency protection and continued expressing his 
personal opinions until his time expired.  Mayor White and Council Members Galloway, 
Goldberg, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Garcia, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs, Green and Berry absent.  
Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.  (NO QUORUM PRESENT) 

 
At 4:58 p.m. City Council recessed until 9:00 a.m., Wednesday, September 15, 2004.  

Mayor White and Council Members Galloway, Goldberg, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Garcia, 
Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs, Green and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.  (NO 
QUORUM PRESENT) 

 
City Council Chamber, City Hall, Wednesday, September 15, 2004 

 
A Regular Meeting of the Houston City Council was held at 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, 

September 15, 2004, with Mayor Bill White presiding and with Council Members Toni Lawrence, 
Carol Mims Galloway, Mark Goldberg, Ada Edwards, Addie Wiseman, M. J. Khan, Pam Holm, 
Adrian Garcia, Carol Alvarado, Mark Ellis, Gordon Quan, Shelley Sekula-Gibbs, M.D., 
Ronald C. Green and Michael Berry; Mr. Anthony Hall, Chief Administrative Officer, Mayor’s 
Office; Mr. Arturo Michel, City Attorney and Ms. Marty Stein, Agenda Director and 
Mr. Jose Soto, Deputy Agenda Director present. 

 
At 8:30 a.m. the City Secretary read the descriptions or captions of items on the Agenda. 
 
At 9:23 Mayor White reconvened the meeting of the City Council.  Council Members 

Galloway, Goldberg, Khan and Garcia absent. 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Mayor White stated that in lieu of the Mayor’s Report they announced a major 

reorganization of the permitting and regulatory functions of the City of Houston, that as the 
Council Members knew they had several goals on the building permit process, that the average 
number of rejections for commercial building applications was 3.5 which was too much, many of 
the applications had merits, if they worked with people so that they could assist them to make 
sure the drawings and plans conformed with the code, that they wanted to decrease that 
number by almost half, that they wanted to decrease the amount of time on the regulatory 
platting approval process by a third and they also wanted to increase the customer satisfaction 
as measured by surveys of the stake holders which they had a base line survey, that the plan 
was good and clear and he wanted to make sure there was a clear signal of who would be held 
responsible and accountable for meeting those goals and have the resources to meet those 
goals so the building permitting processes had been moved from the Planning Department into 
the Public Works Department, that there had been a restructuring of the Public Works 
Department that was described in the press statement and they had organizational charts that 
would streamline, that they were not pushing development outside of the City limits and were 
not increasing the tax burden on their citizens by pushing development outside the City limits, 
that he was going to hold Director Marcotte for that responsibility and he had accepted the 
responsibility for making sure they kept on their time table in order to get the building permit 
process under way, that it was not a slap at the Planning and Development Department, which 
performed very important functions, including the support of the Planning Commission and the 
oversight of TIRZs, that it was not the only reorganization which was being considered within 
the Houston City government, they had fallen behind on some goals that the administration had 
set for itself.  Council Member Khan absent. 

 
Council Member Garcia stated that it was good for neighborhood and developers, but 

more importantly it was just good common sense and brought together two very important 
operations, which should always run consistent with each other, that he applauded the Mayor 
and anticipated that it would bring to close many issues which his community had and across 
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the City.  Council Member Khan absent. 
 
Mayor White stated that there would be some work that would be needed, that among the 

suggestions from the task force was that they make sure that there were sufficient and 
dedicated funds, that people were willing to pay for quick turn around and faster delivery of 
regulatory platting and building permit process if they were assured they would get the results.  
Council Member Khan absent. 

 
Council Member Edwards moved to suspend the rules to consider Item Numbers 11, 13, 

16, 26, 29, 23, 23a and 23b out of order, seconded by Council Member Alvarado.  All voting 
aye.  Nays none.  Council Member Khan absent.  MOTION 2004-0991 ADOPTED. 
 
11. ORDINANCE approving and authorizing Standard Utility Agreement No. U-8297 between 

the City of Houston and the TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION to 
Reimburse the City of Houston for the Cost of Relocating Water Lines in the Right-of-way 
of the Katy Freeway    GFS S-0900-97-2 (WA10624-07) - DISTRICT A - LAWRENCE - 
was presented. Council Member Edwards voting no, balance voting aye.  Council Member 
Khan absent.  ORDINANCE 2001-0954 ADOPTED. 

 
13. ORDINANCE appropriating $1,300,000.00 out of Homeless and Housing Consolidated 

Fund as a Cash Match; approving and authorizing the submittal of a grant application to 
the U. S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT for Lead-Based 
Paint Hazard Reduction Control Grant Program; declaring the City’s eligibility for such 
grant; authorizing the Director of the Health and Human Services Department to act as the 
City’s Representative in the application process; authorizing the Director of Health and 
Human Services Department to accept the grant and the grant funds, if awarded, and to 
apply for and accept all subsequent awards, if any, pertaining to the grant - $3,000,000.00 
- was presented. 

 
Council Member Edwards stated that she was waiting for Ms. Barton from the Health 

Department to bring her some information, she was very disturbed as to how the contract was 
put together without the input of the group that was supposedly being used for the contract, that 
she understood they had come to an agreement but would like to tag the item, that she would 
be willing to talk to the Health Department to make sure that the item had been taken care of, 
and Mayor White stated that someone would get in touch with Council Member Edwards.  
Council Member Khan absent. 
 
16. ORDINANCE approving and authorizing contract between the City of Houston and the 

HOUSTON-GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL (HGAC) and the acceptance of grant funds 
for the FY05 Illegal Dumping Community Action Program - $250,533.05 - Grant Fund - 
was presented, and tagged by Council Members Garcia and Edwards.  Council Member 
Khan absent. 
 
Council Member Alvarado moved to suspend the rules to consider Item Numbers 25, 25a 

and 25b at this time, seconded by Council Member Garcia.  All voting aye.  Nays none.  Council 
Member Khan absent. 

 
25. ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, HOUSTON, TEXAS, by 

AMENDING SECTION 44-5 relating to the exemption of certain historic sites from ad 
valorem taxation - (This was Item 13 on Agenda of September 8, 2004, TAGGED BY 
COUNCIL MEMBERS GOLDBERG and EDWARDS) - was presented.  Council Member 
Khan absent. 

 
Council Member Lawrence stated that she would like to clarify, that they had two buildings, 

301 Main and 300 Fannin, and it was her understanding that private businesses were going to 
be in those buildings, not government entities, that they were being leased, and Mayor White 
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stated that it was his understanding that they were owned by the County and because of the 
ownership by the County there were certain tax exemptions that were available to the building to 
begin with and did believe the County leased them to private businesses, and Council Member 
Lawrence stated that those businesses basically would have lower rents because they were not 
having to pay the taxes that other businesses that were in other buildings had, that the County 
had the option to put their offices in those buildings but they had chosen to lease those out to 
private industry, and Mayor White stated that he thought that was the decision that the County 
had made.  Council Member Khan absent. 
 

A vote was called on Item No. 25.  All voting aye.  Nays none.  Council Member Khan 
absent.  ORDINANCE 2004-0955 ADOPTED. 
 
25a. ORDINANCE providing for an ad valorem tax exemption on a historical site known as the 

Sweeney Building located at 301 Main Street - DISTRICT I - ALVARADO - (This was 
Item 13A on Agenda of September 8, 2004, TAGGED BY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
GOLDBERG and EDWARDS) - was presented.  Council Member Lawrence voting no, 
balance voting aye. Council Member Khan absent.  ORDINANCE 2004-0956 ADOPTED. 

 
25b. ORDINANCE providing for an ad valorem tax exemption on a historical site known as the 

Pillot Building located at 300 Fannin Street - DISTRICT I - ALVARADO - (This was Item 
13B on Agenda of September 8, 2004, TAGGED BY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
GOLDBERG and EDWARDS) - was presented.  Council Member Lawrence voting no, 
balance voting aye.  Council Member Khan absent.  ORDINANCE 2004-0957 ADOPTED. 
 

26. ORDINANCE providing for the assessment, levying and collection of ad valorem taxes for 
the City of Houston, Texas for the Year 2004 - (This was Item 14 on Agenda of 
September 8, 2004, TAGGED BY COUNCIL MEMBERS WISEMAN and ALVARADO) - 
was presented.  Council Members Edwards and Lawrence voting no, balance voting aye.  
Council Member Khan absent.  ORDINANCE 2004-0957 ADOPTED. 

 
29. MOTION by Council Member Edwards/Seconded by Council Member Alvarado after 

review of the record on the appeal filed by Mr. Christopher Downey on behalf of Mr. Abudu 
Alli of United Foreign Auto Salvage, 5028 W. Fuqua, of the decision of the Automotive 
Board to revoke his Motor Vehicle Dealer License, the decision of the Automotive Board 
be upheld and the appeal be denied - (This was Item 40 on Agenda of September 8, 
2004, TAGGED BY COUNCIL MEMBER QUAN) - was presented. 

 
Council Member Edwards moved to refer Item No. 29 back to the administration, 

seconded by Council Member Alvarado.  All voting aye.  Nays none.  Council Member Khan 
absent.  MOTION 2004-0993 ADOPTED. 
 
23. Council Member Holm presented the following written motion to amend Item 23B below: 

“Amendment #1: FY2005-2009 Capital Improvement Plan 
Deletion of D-0118 Houston Museum of African American Culture, unless alternative 
funding sources can be identified that create no impact on the general fund.” - (TAGGED 
BY COUNCIL MEMBERS GALLOWAY, GOLDBERG, SEKULA-GIBBS, LAWRENCE,  
WISEMAN, KHAN and ALVARADO) - was presented. 

 
Council Member Green stated that he had put forth a substitute amendment that had been 

passed out and moved that the amendment be substituted for Item No. 23, seconded by Council 
Member Alvarado. 

 
Substitute Amendment to Agenda Item 23 
The appropriation of City funds, for facilities or the leasing of property, by any privately 
developed cultural project, including the African-American History Museum, will be 
contingent on (1) development of a policy specifying criteria for City participation in such 
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projects, which should be principally privately funded; and (2) completion of a formal 
review by the Administration and a report to Council of its findings, as to a proposed 
project’s compliance with the policy, as part of the appropriation request. 
 
Before any City funds are released, the policy should address the amount of private 
funding and the plans for private funding of the construction, operation and maintenance of 
the facilities. 
 
The financing of the City contributions, to cultural and arts organizations, shall not be 
derived from proceeds of City General Obligation bonds. 
 
Council Member Green stated that the whole purpose behind the amendment was the fact 

that he had spoken to a lot of Council Members and had heard that they were concerned that 
CIP dollars were being spent on the museum and while it was very important for them to have 
the museum he did understand that some people had been pitting the choice of choosing 
between streets or the museum, that he thought it was a way that they get the museum, they 
keep it on the CIP and keep it on the books but use other funds or other sources of money, such 
as the sale of real estate, if they could get some grants or things of that nature, but what his 
amendment did was purely restrict where they would not get the funds and that was from City 
General Obligation bonds, which were CIP funds, and Mayor White stated that the 
administration was in agreement with all the various provisions of his amendment. 

 
Mayor White stated that they had funds in the CIP, all sorts of funds, significant amounts, 

which were private donations for parks and was an undertaking made by the Parks Board to 
raise funds for a particular project, they had many different items which were grants that were in 
the CIP, they had items that were various dedicated funds, that there were well along in the 
process of identifying substantial amounts of surplus real estate. 

 
Council Member Goldberg asked how it would change the designation of the source of 

funding that was currently in the CIP for the African-American History Museum, and in the first 
part of Council Member Green’s amendment he talked about the development of a policy and 
wondered if Council Member Green could give them some guidelines as to how they would go 
about it and how they would structure it, and Council Member Green stated that he thought they 
had to set parameters where any organization would come with business plan, what portion was 
the City giving, whatever the case may be, that in his amendment he made it clear that the 
City’s portion should be a smaller portion than the private funding, and it was up to them to work 
up the plan and work with the administration to set the guidelines and parameters, but it left it 
open so they could set a policy in place and no funds would be released until that policy was in 
place, the administration had reviewed it and it had been presented to Council, and Council 
Member Goldberg asked if Council Member Green’s amendment passed how would it affect the 
item in the CIP, how would the designation of the funding source change, and Mayor White 
stated that it was his understanding that it was an amendment so that it would exclude certain 
sources of funding for the project in the CIP, that being General Obligation bonds, so there 
would be another source of funding that would have to be identified. 

 
Council Member Ellis stated that based on the amendment he would assume that the 

overall five year plan would be reduced by $2 million, and Mayor White stated that the sources 
of funds that the obligation was encumbrance of on the General Obligation bonds would be 
reduced by $2 million, but the overall plan would not. 

 
Council Member Holm stated that she was very pleased to see that the administration 

basically agreed with where she had been the whole time, that there should be no 
misunderstanding, it was never about the impact of the museum on their community or the 
worthiness of the museum, it was always about the funding mechanism that they do it with. 

 
Upon questions by Council Member Holm, Mr. Hall stated that there were a good many 
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projects that were funded with public funding, that CDBG money as an example, from that 
perspective there may be some public money in all of them, if it was a CDBG capital project it 
was in the CIP, and Ms. Sara Culbreth, Public Works, stated that there may be projects in the 
CIP that was just CDBG funded and they considered that public funds, but her question was if 
there were projects in the CIP that did not have bond funds, that there may be street projects 
that were Metro money and private funding, but they considered that to be public funding, that 
there would be projects in the CIP that did not have bond money in them. 

 
Council Member Holm asked what was the difference between her amendment and the 

proposed amendment and Council Member Green stated that the difference was that he did not 
single out one particular project, that what it did was set the stage for them to prospectively put 
a process in place that would affect any other group, including this group, that they would still 
have to go through the same process. 

 
After further discussion Council Member Ellis stated that he liked the amendment that 

Council Member Green had put forward and asked if he would accept a friendly amendment 
that as they moved forward they wanted the policy to come back to Council and that Council 
vote on it, whether they approved it or not, that right after number one where it said 
“development of a policy” to put in “ to be approved by Council”, and Mayor White stated that 
the administration would have no problem with that, and Council Member Green stated that the 
second tier of that would be that they would be able to vote on the final project and he would 
accept that. 

 
Mayor White stated that hearing no objection to the amendment of the substitute 

amendment the substitute amendment was amended to add the words “adopted by Council”. 
 
Upon questions by Council Member Wiseman, Ms. Culbreth stated that the number on the 

books, the funding source for that particular project would just be Proposed Other Funding 
Sources and those General Obligation bonds would not be allocated to any specific project, that 
the amount of the proposed bonds would go down by $2 million and could be allocated at a later 
date. 

 
After further discussion Council Member Wiseman stated that they received information 

from the City Attorney with respect to the use of bond money for this type of project and the City 
Attorney referenced Chapter 1371 of the Texas Government Code, but Chapter 1331 of the 
Texas Government Code out of Title 9, Section One, addresses what they could and could not 
do with respect to the acquisition of land and unless they had controlling interest they could not 
so she would ask the City Attorney to please review that further, that she asked last week that 
they sit and visit on that very matter and she had not heard from the City Attorney, that she also 
asked last week and yesterday for the information from Mr. Hall who said there was a detailed 
project plan for the project and she had yet to see it. 

 
After further discussion Council Member Galloway moved to call the question, seconded 

by Council Member Green.  All voting aye.  Nays none.  MOTION 2004-0994 ADOPTED. 
 
Mayor White asked if there was any objection to Council Member Green’s substitute 

amendment to Item No. 23 and hearing none by unanimous consent the substitute amendment 
as amended was the item on the table. 

 
A vote was called on Council Member Green’s substitute motion for Item No. 23.   All 

voting aye.  Nays none.  SUBSTITUTE MOTION 2004-0995 ADOPTED. 
 

23a. Council Member Goldberg presented the following written motion to amend Item 23B 
below: 
“Amendment to Agenda Item 23B 
Description of Project: 
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Appropriate $2 Million Dollars for construction of the “Asia House” in FY07.” - (TAGGED 
BY COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDBERG) - was presented. 

 
Council Member Alvarado stated that in light of what was just passed she would say that 

Item No. 23a would be in conflict of what they just passed. 
 
After discussion by Council Members, Mayor White stated that Council Member Alvarado’s 

point of order was sustained and would rule that Item No. 23a was moot.  Council Member 
Quan absent. 

 
After further discussion by Council Members, Council Member Goldberg moved to appeal 

the ruling of the Chair on the point of order, seconded by Council Member Wiseman.  Council 
Member Quan absent. 

 
After further discussion Mayor White stated that he sustained the point of order on Item 

No. 23a on two grounds, that first it was improper to appropriate money in that form, and second 
that it was inconsistent with the matter that was previously voted on.  Council Member Quan 
absent. 

 
After further discussion on parliamentary procedures Council Member Ellis moved to call 

the question, seconded by Council Member Green.  All voting aye.  Nays none.  Council 
Member Quan absent.  MOTION 2004-0996 ADOPTED. 

 
After further discussion it was determined that the motion by Council Member Goldberg 

should be “shall the ruling of the chair be sustained” and a roll call vote was called. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
Mayor White voting aye         Council Member Garcia voting aye 
Council Member Lawrence voting aye    Council Member Alvarado voting aye 
Council Member Galloway voting aye    Council Member Ellis voting aye 
Council Member Goldberg voting no    Council Member Quan absent 
Council Member Edwards voting aye    Council Member Sekula-Gibbs voting aye 
Council Member Wiseman voting no    Council Member Green voting aye 
Council Member Khan voting no      Council Member Berry voting aye 
Council Member Holm voting aye     MOTION 2004-0597 ADOPTED. 
 

23b. MOTION by Council Member Khan/Seconded by Council Member Ellis to adopt 
recommendation from the Chief Administrative Officer, Mayors Office to approve proposed 
Fiscal Year 2005-2009 Capital Improvement Plan and establish a charge of $50.00 plus 
tax and postage for the purchase of the adopted CIP documents - (This was Item No. 1 
on Agenda of September 8, 2004, TAGGED BY COUNCIL MEMBER GALLOWAY) - 
was presented. 

 
A vote was called on Item No. 23b as amended by MOTION 2004-0995.  All voting aye.  

Nays none.  MOTION 2004-0998 ADOPTED. 
 
After further discussion by Council Members, Mayor White stated that they would proceed 

with the Consent Agenda.  Council Members Holm and Green absent. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA NUMBERS 1 through 22 
 

ACCEPT WORK - NUMBER 2 
 
  2. RECOMMENDATION from Director Building Services Department for approval of final 

contract amount of $253,306.00 and acceptance of work on contract with PYRAMID 
WATERPROOFING, INC for Roof Replacement at Fire Stations 28, 70, 76 and 78, GFS 
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C-0090-02-3 - 02.55% over the original contract amount - DISTRICTS C - GOLDBERG; E 
- WISEMAN; F - KHAN and G - HOLM - was presented, moved by Council Member 
Khan, seconded by Council Member Quan.  All voting aye.  Nays none.  Mayor White and 
Council Members Holm and Green absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.  MOTION 
2004-0999 ADOPTED. 

 
PURCHASING AND TABULATION OF BIDS – NUMBER 6 
 
  6. OUTDOOR OUTFITS (Bid #3) for Rain Suits for Fire Department - $202,620.00 minus a 

commission fee (3% for Internet-based reverse auction services) for a net award amount 
not to exceed $196,541.40 - General Fund - was presented, moved by Council Member 
Khan, seconded by Council Member Quan.  All voting aye.  Nays none.  Mayor White and 
Council Members Holm and Green absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.  MOTION 
2004-1000 ADOPTED. 

 
RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES - NUMBERS 8 through 22 
 
12. ORDINANCE approving and authorizing interlocal agreement between the City of Houston 

and HARRIS COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT (HCFCD) for Use of HCFCD 
Property by the Houston Fire Department to conduct a Fire Protection Training Session - 
was presented.  All voting aye.  Nays none.  Mayor White and Council Members Holm and 
Green absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.  ORDINANCE 2004-0959 ADOPTED. 

 
17. ORDINANCE approving and authorizing first amendment to contract between the City and 

XEROX CORPORATION for Page Printer Maintenance Services - was presented.  All 
voting aye.  Nays none.  Mayor White and Council Members Holm and Green absent.  
Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.  ORDINANCE 2004-0960 ADOPTED. 

 
 20. ORDINANCE appropriating $150,000.00 out of Urban Planning Grant Fund 130; Org. 

1125 for the Parks and Recreation Department, and approving and authorizing purchase 
of 1.8384 acres of land located at 723 North Drennan Street, adjacent to Tony Marron 
Park, for Park and Open Space purposes (Project #F0513-00-1) - DISTRICT H - GARCIA 
- was presented.  All voting aye.  Nays none.  Mayor White and Council Members Holm 
and Green absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.  ORDINANCE 2004-0961 
ADOPTED. 

 
 21. ORDINANCE appropriating $228,300.00 out of Airport System Subordinate Lien Revenue 

Bonds Series 1998B AMT (535); authorizing purchase of land and improvements thereon 
out of Greenview Manor Sections One and Two, McAuley Survey, A-577, Houston, Harris 
County, Texas, for a Noise Compatibility Program at Bush Intercontinental Airport, 
CIP A-0476-48.1; approving purchase and sale agreements with the owners of the land 
(Mary Christine Gonzales and Elias S. Gonzales; and Bertha Molina) - DISTRICT 
B - GALLOWAY - was presented.  All voting aye.  Nays none.  Mayor White and Council 
Members Holm and Green absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.  ORDINANCE 
2004-0962 ADOPTED. 

 
END OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 
MATTERS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA WERE CONSIDERED AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 
  1. RECOMMENDATION from Director Houston Airport System for expenditure for 

specialized training to be conducted by TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY for Aircraft Rescue 
and Fire Fighting at George Bush Intercontinental and William P. Hobby Airports - 
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$74,000.00 - Enterprise Fund - was presented, moved by Council Member Khan, 
seconded by Council Member Quan.  All voting aye.  Nays none.  Mayor White and 
Council Member Holm absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.  MOTION 2004-1001 
ADOPTED. 

 
ACCEPT WORK 
 
  3. RECOMMENDATION from Director Department of Public Works & Engineering for 

approval of final contract amount of $818,066.52 and acceptance of work on contract with 
REYTEC CONSTRUCTION RESOURCES, INC for Construction of City of Houston’s 
National Pollution Discharge Elimination System - Storm Water Pollution Minimization Plan 
- 747 Evergreen, GFS M-0126-49-3 (SM-5021) - 03.57% over the original contract amount 
- DISTRICT I - ALVARADO - was presented, moved by Council Member Galloway, 
seconded by Council Member Khan.  All voting aye.  Nays none.  Mayor White and 
Council Members Holm and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.  MOTION 
2004-1002 ADOPTED. 

 
  4. RECOMMENDATION from Director Department of Public Works & Engineering for 

approval of final contract amount of $1,404,916.00 and acceptance of work on contract 
with BL TECHNOLOGY, INC for Miscellaneous Wastewater Treatment Plant Automation 
Improvements, GFS R-0512-08-3 (4278-1) - 00.71% over the original contract amount   
DISTRICTS A - LAWRENCE; G - HOLM and I - ALVARADO - was presented, moved by 
Council Member Galloway, seconded by Council Member Khan.  All voting aye.  Nays 
none.  Mayor White and Council Members Holm and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem 
Alvarado presiding.  MOTION 2004-1003 ADOPTED. 

 
PURCHASING AND TABULATION OF BIDS 
 
  5. TRAYLOR MOTORS HOMES, INC for Mobile Health Clinic for Health & Human Services 

Department - $144,351.00 - Grant Fund - was presented, and tagged by Council Member 
Sekula-Gibbs.  Mayor White and Council Member Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado 
presiding. 

 
  7. ORR SAFETY CORPORATION (Bid No. 9) for Scott Air Paks and Replacement Parts 

Contract for Various Departments - $2,635,239.03 minus a commission fee (3% for 
Internet-based reverse auction services) for a net award amount not to exceed 
$2,556,181.86 - General and Enterprise Funds - was presented, moved by Council 
Member Khan, seconded by Council Member Quan.  All voting aye.  Nays none.  Mayor 
White and Council Member Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.  MOTION 
2004-1004 ADOPTED. 

 
RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES 
 
  8. ORDINANCE suspending the effective date of new electric rates filed by ENTERGY GULF 

STATES, INC for all customers within the City of Houston, Texas - was presented.  All 
voting aye.  Nays none.  Mayor White and Council Member Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem 
Alvarado presiding. ORDINANCE 2004-0963 ADOPTED. 

 
  9. RESOLUTION authorizing the City of Houston, Texas, to join a coalition of cities and to 

intervene in proceedings pending before the Public Utility Commission of Texas and in 
proceedings related thereto concerning the application of ENTERGY GULF STATES, INC 
to change electric rates and to reconcile fuel balances; authorizing the City Attorney to 
represent the City and to take appropriate actions relating to such proceedings - was 
presented.  All voting aye.  Nays none.  Mayor White and Council Member Berry absent.  
Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.  RESOLUTION 2004-0018 ADOPTED. 
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 10. ORDINANCE naming a private street located between Westhollow Drive and Panaguard 
Drive as Queensbury View Path - DISTRICT G - HOLM - was presented, and tagged by 
Council Member Galloway.  Mayor White and Council Member Berry absent.  Mayor Pro 
Tem Alvarado presiding. 

 
 14. ORDINANCE amending Ordinance No. 2004-788 to substitute $500,000.00 of Federal 

“HOME” Funds for $500,000.00 of Federal “CDBG” Funds as the funding source in 
connection with the development of the Jefferson Davis Hospital Building as Affordable 
Rental Housing - DISTRICT H - GARCIA - was presented.  All voting aye.  Nays none.  
Mayor White and Council Member Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.  
ORDINANCE 2004-0964 ADOPTED. 

 
 15. ORDINANCE approving and authorizing Agreement between the City of Houston and 

HOUSTON CHINESE SENIOR HOUSING CORPORATION using Federal “HOME” Funds 
to provide a loan in the amount of $415,000.00 to finance a portion of the costs to acquire 
land and construct an apartment building at 6338 Corporate Drive, Houston, Texas, to 
house low and very-low income elderly residents - DISTRICT F - KHAN - was presented.  
All voting aye.  Nays none.  Mayor White and Council Member Berry absent.  Mayor Pro 
Tem Alvarado presiding. ORDINANCE 2004-0965 ADOPTED. 

 
18. ORDINANCE approving and authorizing second amendment to contract between the City 

of Houston and BUFFALO RIDES, INC for Hermann Park Miniature Train Ride 
Concession - Revenue - was presented, and tagged by Council Members Wiseman, 
Garcia and Sekula-Gibbs.  Mayor White and Council Member Berry absent.  Mayor Pro 
Tem Alvarado presiding. 

 
 19. ORDINANCE approving and authorizing contract between the City and TDINDUSTRIES, 

LTD. for Operations and Maintenance Services for Convention & Entertainment Facilities 
Department; providing a maximum contract amount - 3 Years with two one-year options - 
$19,767,809.00  Enterprise Fund - was presented, and tagged by Council Members Green 
and Galloway.  Mayor White and Council Member Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado 
presiding.  (Note:  Council Members Green and Galloway released their tag later in the 
meeting.) 

 
22. ORDINANCE approving and authorizing amendment No. 1 to contract between the City of 

Houston and ROGER H. BATES, a sole proprietor, for Professional Consulting Services 
in connection with a Traffic and Earnings Report and General Financial Advisory Services 
for Houston Airport System - 3 Years - $400,000.00 - Enterprise Fund - DISTRICTS 
B - GALLOWAY; E - WISEMAN and I - ALVARADO - was presented.  All voting aye.  
Nays none.  Mayor White and Council Member Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado 
presiding. ORDINANCE 2004-0966 ADOPTED. 

 
MATTERS HELD - NUMBERS 23 through 31 
 
 24. RECOMMENDATION from Director Planning & Development Department to approve 

amendments to the 2003 Major Thoroughfare and Freeway Plan (MTFP) and authorize 
publication of the 2004 MTFP in map form - (This was Item 4 on Agenda of September 
8, 2004, TAGGED BY COUNCIL MEMBERS WISEMAN, LAWRENCE, GALLOWAY, 
QUAN and EDWARDS) - was presented. 

 
Council Member Wiseman moved to postpone Item No. 24 for one week, seconded by 

Council Member Ellis.  All voting aye.  Nays none.  Mayor White and Council Members 
Goldberg and Berry absent  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding.  MOTION 2004-1005 
ADOPTED. 
 
 27. ORDINANCE approving and authorizing Memorandum of Understanding in connection 
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with Installation and Initial Management of a Wireless Local Area Network System for 
Wireless Internet (“WiFi”) Service at George Bush Intercontinental Airport/Houston and 
William P. Hobby Airport, between the City of Houston and SPRINTCOM, INC - Revenue - 
DISTRICTS B - GALLOWAY and  I - ALVARADO - (This was Item 32 on Agenda of 
September 8, 2004, TAGGED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ALVARADO) - was presented.  
All voting aye.  Nays none.  Mayor White and Council Members Goldberg and Berry 
absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. ORDINANCE 2004-0967 ADOPTED. 

 
 28. ORDINANCE approving and authorizing Communication Equipment Licenses at George 

Bush Intercontinental Airport/Houston between the City of Houston and the following 
companies: (1) SPRINTCOM, INC and (2) VOICESTREAM HOUSTON, INC - Revenue - 
DISTRICT B - GALLOWAY - (This was Item 33 on Agenda of September 8, 2004, 
TAGGED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ALVARADO) - was presented, and tagged by Council 
Member Garcia.  Mayor White and Council Members Goldberg and Berry absent.  Mayor 
Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. 

 
 30. RECOMMENDATION from Director Department of Public Works & Engineering, reviewed 

and approved by the Joint Referral Committee, on request from John Weddle, on behalf of 
C. M. Garver, trustee, for abandonment and sale of Avenue B, from 75th Street to 76th 
Street, in exchange for the conveyance to the City of a 15-foot-wide sanitary sewer 
easement, both located within Magnolia Park, Section 2, Parcels SY5-003 and DY5-005 - 
2 APPRAISERS and 1 ALTERNATE APPRAISER - DISTRICT I - ALVARADO - (This 
was Item 41 on Agenda of September 8, 2004, TAGGED BY COUNCIL MEMBER 
ALVARADO) - was presented. 

 
Council Member Alvarado moved to postpone Item No. 30 for one week, seconded by 

Council Member Ellis.  All voting aye.  Nays none.  Council Members Goldberg and Berry 
absent.  MOTION 2004-1006 ADOPTED. 
 
 31. MOTION by Council Member Khan/Seconded by Council Member Quan to adopt 

recommendation from Director Convention & Entertainment Facilities Department for 
approval of Supplemental Budget submitted by the Arts Council of Houston/Harris County 
- $202,872.00  Enterprise Fund - (This was Item 44 on Agenda of September 8, 2004, 
POSTPONED BY MOTION #2004-987) - was presented.  Council Member Wiseman 
voting no, balance voting aye.  Council Members Goldberg and Berry absent.  MOTION 
2004-1007 ADOPTED. 

 
Mayor White stated that this week would be a culmination of a lot of work in making clear a 

new direction and organization on a number of their neighborhood protection activities, that this 
week they had scheduled hearings on Thursday concerning the status of the long standing 
litigation over EMS overtime and in connection with that immediately after the Council session 
there would be an announcement concerning that particular item which would be dealt with in 
more detail at the committee hearing with a report from the Council Members that were 
involved, that as they knew there had been long and very detailed discussions with both the 
Police Officers Pension System and HPOU as well so that they could deal with various issues in 
their contract that might be amended to allow for more orderly staffing of the Police Department 
when there were terminations.  Council Members Goldberg, Khan and Berry absent. 

 
MATTERS TO BE PRESENTED BY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 
Council Member Wiseman stated that she wanted to wish Ms. Marty Stein a happy 

birthday. Council Members Goldberg, Khan and Berry absent. 
 
Council Member Wiseman stated that she wanted to thank Ms. Susan Luycx with Sign 

Administration who had done a wonderful job of providing them with assistance to an ongoing 
sign issue in Kingwood, that she wanted to thank Mr. Gary Norman, Public Works, who was 
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always ready and up to the task of addressing any issues or concerns that they had. Council 
Member Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Wiseman stated that she wanted to say a special hello to the scouts of 

Troop 3664 of Shadow Forest Elementary, that she visited with them this week. Council 
Member Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Wiseman stated that she wanted to thank her colleagues for the 

wonderful exercise this morning in parliamentary procedure in attempting to follow Roberts 
Rules of Order.   Council Member Berry absent. 

 
Council Members Green and Galloway stated they would release their tag on Item No. 19.  

Council Member Berry absent. 
 

19. ORDINANCE approving and authorizing contract between the City and TDINDUSTRIES, 
LTD. for Operations and Maintenance Services for Convention & Entertainment Facilities 
Department; providing a maximum contract amount - 3 Years with two one-year options - 
$19,767,809.00  Enterprise Fund - was again before Council.  All voting aye.  Nays none.  
Council Member Berry absent.  ORDINANCE 2004-0968 ADOPTED. 
 
Mayor White stated that he wanted to recognize Mr. Roland Chavez who was 

overwhelmingly voted to head the firefighters local union.   Council Members Lawrence and 
Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Galloway stated that she was very disturbed about what happened with 

the African-American Museum that had been on the books for some time and the disrespect for 
Council Members when it related to other people’s districts regardless if it was to serve the 
public, that the purpose of the single member district Council was for those people to have input 
and discussion as to what was in their districts, that she thought it was just courtesy that a 
Council Member should relate their concerns to the District Council Member and to work 
something out if they had a problem with funding.  Mayor White and Council Members 
Lawrence and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. 

 
Council Member Galloway stated that she had a concern with Champs Water Company 

that had been serving the Garden City Community for some time, that it was brought to the City 
Council attention in 1999 that they were having the problem as far as water service and their 
water rates had gone up as well, that she had spoken to the Mayor about it and wanted to thank 
him for what he had done already in getting Public Works to assess the water company 
because five homes had been destroyed because there were no fire hydrants working in that 
community, which were approximately 1,500 residents, that she did not want a life to be lost 
because they did not have the proper fire hydrants and water to put out fires, that she hoped the 
administration expedited the matter to assess it and to give her a follow up report on it within the 
next 10days.  Mayor White and Council Members Lawrence and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem 
Alvarado presiding. 

 
Council Member Green stated that he also wanted to speak about the museum and 

wanted to thank his colleagues for being able to work out the process out, that he wanted to 
thank everybody who had to do some give and take, but thought the mission was to make sure 
it got built and to make sure other projects of this nature got built, so that they could show they 
were good stewards of taxpayers dollars.  Mayor White and Council Members Lawrence, 
Galloway, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. 

 
Council Member Green stated that yesterday he and Council Members Edwards, Khan, 

Alvarado and Quan participated in a public policy dialog at the Houston Area Urban League with 
the Young Professionals Program and wanted to congratulate them for making the effort to 
engage the Council Members in a policy discussion with the young up and coming urban 
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professionals, and he wanted to thank Mr. Jordy Tollett of the Greater Houston Visitors and 
Convention  Bureau, along with Ms. Dawn Ullrich, Convention and Entertainment, for providing 
the written materials and City products that they gave out to the participants last night.  Mayor 
White and Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro 
Tem Alvarado presiding. 

 
Council Member Green stated that he wanted to take the opportunity to welcome to 

Houston the National Black MBA Conference which would be held the entire week at the 
George R. Brown Convention Center, it was an event where they expected about 30,000 to 
converge upon the City, that they had booked up every hotel room all the way to Kemah, that 
they wanted to encourage them to partake of everything Houston had to offer, that on Friday 
evening from 8:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. at the George R. Brown Convention Center in Room 306 
he would be hosting a welcome to Houston reception and encouraged all the Council Members 
who would be getting an invitation to come out so that they could show a good Houston 
presence so they could try and get that convention again because it was a major economic 
boom for the City.  Mayor White and Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Sekula-Gibbs and 
Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. 

 
Council Member Green stated that he also wanted to thank the Port of Houston, HISD and 

Metro for the materials that they gave them for the Young Urban Professionals event as well.  
Mayor White and Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Sekula-Gibbs and Berry absent.  
Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. 

 
Council Member Edwards stated that she was very concerned about how they did things 

on Council, that most of politics was about perception, that District D had a very active 
constituency and they monitored the Council meetings very closely, that she and her staff were 
very active in their district so when people walk up to her and ask her questions about what they 
had seen or thought they had seen on television it had a very strong impact in their office, that 
the first two years in office they held 44 townhall meetings, attended over 250 civic club 
meetings and initiated five initiatives, which included an advisory council where they talked with 
their constituents about issues they talked about in City Council, that their CIP was very 
important to them, that before they came to City Council they had very little infrastructure work 
going on in District D, so they fight very hard to have basic services brought to their community, 
that when she first noticed the African-American History Museum on their CIP her first question 
was how did it impact the day to day service of District D and she was told there was no direct 
impact of monies being taken from a project and put to the museum, that their office was open 
six days week and most of people had her cell phone and if anyone had a question regarding 
policy and what they were doing in her district they were open to talk to them, that she felt their 
community was disrespected, that no one had even talked to the people who were dealing with 
the museum, and there was just the simple protocol and process, that she applauded Council 
Member Green’s amendment, she thought it was great, that she applauded the Asia House 
coming in, that it was not about comparative suffering, that if they needed to know what was 
going on with District D’s CIP to please give her the opportunity to discuss it with them.  Mayor 
White and Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Green and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem 
Alvarado presiding. 

 
Council Member Edwards stated that she had handed out a memo regarding the DNA 

situation and where she submitted the names of individuals for consideration as appointments 
as Special Master/Independent Investigator for the HPD Crime Lab, subject to their availability, 
that although she had not personally discussed the Crime Lab with those individuals she 
believed they represented the qualities that a Special Master should embody.  Mayor White and 
Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Green and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado 
presiding. 

 
Council Member Garcia stated that he also wanted to join in on the congratulations to Mr. 

Chavez and looked forward to working with him.  Mayor White and Council Members Lawrence, 
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Galloway, Wiseman, Green, Quan and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. 
 
Council Member Garcia stated that last week he was invited by the Mexican Consulate to 

Mexico to participate in an information journey and was part of delegation of U. S. elected 
officials from all over the Country to travel to Mexico City and meet with government officials to 
discuss respective policy issues which were affecting the Country and Mexican nationals living 
in the United States, both undocumented and resident aliens, that it was really a good exchange 
of information and issues, that he looked forward to putting it into play, that he wanted to thank 
the Mexican government for the invitation and wanted to thank the Protocol Office for assisting 
him in making sure that Houston was remembered in the minds of the elected officials there, 
that he wanted to thank Sonia and her staff for the short turn around time on some trinkets for 
the dignitaries; that while he was there he had the opportunity to meet with representatives of 
Club America in regards to bringing a major league soccer team to Houston, that he wanted to 
thank Mr. Oliver Luck with the Sports Authority for his leadership while they were in Mexico, that 
they were able to get out a Letter of Intention, discussing the points that he thought were 
reasonable and Mr. Luck put them on the table, that he wanted to thank the Mayor for taking a 
call from him while in Mexico City, that it meant a lot.  Mayor White and Council Members 
Lawrence, Galloway, Wiseman, Green and Berry absent.  Mayor Pro Tem Alvarado presiding. 

 
Council Member Garcia stated that he wanted to thank the Parks Department, that he 

wanted to thank Luther at the George R. Brown Convention Center, that he wanted to thank 
ABW and the veterans and Police Chief Hurtt and Fire Chief Boriskie for their support and 
representation at the 9/11 candlelight vigil that was held at the Veterans Memorial Park, that it 
was really a nice event and spoke to what he thought many Americans felt when they say 9/11, 
that he wanted to thank his staff, especially Mr. Jason Cisneros, who took the project and gave 
it great attention and great handling. Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Wiseman, Green 
and Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Garcia stated that today the Mexican Consulate would be celebrating “El 

Grito” to celebrate Mexico’s independence, that it would be held at the Mexican Consulate 
facility.  Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Wiseman, Green and Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Garcia stated that in light of what was happening with all of the 

hurricanes that were occurring he was convening, on Monday, the Public Safety and Homeland 
Security Committee to discuss natural disaster preparedness for the City of Houston, that the 
public would be informed as to what measures were in place and what resources and services 
would be out there and put in play.  Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Wiseman, Green 
and Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Holm stated that she also wanted to thank Mr. Chavez, that he was a 

man of great leadership and kept people informed.  Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, 
Green and Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Holm stated that she also wanted to wish Ms. Stein a happy birthday.  

Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Green and Berry absent. 
 
Council Member Alvarado stated that she wanted to wish Ms. Stein a happy birthday, that 

she did a great job in keeping things together.  Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Green 
and Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Alvarado stated that she wanted to congratulate Mr. Chavez, that she 

thought it was going to be a new day for the Firefighters Local 341 and thought he brought a 
new perspective to the union.  Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Green and Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Alvarado stated that she wanted to thank Mr. John Silva and Ms. 

Culbreth for their work on the CIP.  Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Ellis, Green and 
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Berry absent. 
 
Council Member Alvarado stated that this week one of her constituents, a long time 

precinct judge, Mr. Cirio Gutierrez passed away and asked for a moment of silence for the 
Gutierrez family.  Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Ellis, Green and Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Sekula-Gibbs stated that she also wanted to wish Ms. Stein a happy 

birthday.  Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Wiseman, Ellis, Green and Berry absent. 
 
Council Member Sekula-Gibbs stated that the American Red Cross was asking for support 

and volunteers, as well as contributions to assist their work in relieving some of the pain and 
suffering that was going on with everybody moving west and north out of Hurricane Ivan’s way, 
that she would encourage everyone to contract the American Red Cross at 713-526-8300 or go 
to their website and inquire what they could do to help.  Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, 
Wiseman, Ellis, Green and Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Sekula-Gibbs stated that they had a media event at Texas Childrens 

Hospital about a new partnership that they first discussed in the summer, that it was called “Kid 
Fit” and the effort was to reduce childhood obesity throughout the City, that the community was 
working together in a proactive way to make the Parks Department more available to 
pediatricians so they could refer children to the Parks Department and they had a relationship 
with Metro so the children could get gold cards at a reduced price and use Metro to get to the 
recreation center for their health and fitness program, that since they had the press conference 
earlier in the week there had been over 250 inquiries from the community from concerned 
parents and physicians who wanted to take advantage of the program, that she wanted to invite 
the Mayor to the second program at Herman Park on October 2, 2004 from 10:00 a.m.. to 3:00 
p.m. that they were going to have more information on how to register and how to keep their 
children healthy.  Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Wiseman, Alvarado, Ellis, Green and 
Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Khan stated that he wanted to congratulate Ms. Stein on her birthday and 

wished her many happy returns.  Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Wiseman, Alvarado, 
Ellis, Green and Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Khan stated that as to the CIP he was in support of all districts, every 

project in every district, that he appreciated the allocation of funds for District F, that Houston 
was an international City and was on the verge of becoming the next global City and it was 
important that they encourage projects like the African-American Museum and the Asia House 
and any other projects that were coming in to kind of enjoy all of the beautiful cultures which 
they were so blessed with having in the City and in the Country.  Council Members Lawrence, 
Galloway, Ellis, Green and Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Garcia stated that they had an HPD sergeant come before them at public 

session and she was one of about 90 similar people who were under the Municipal Pension 
Plan but were police officers and could not be compensated like other folks, that he spoke with 
Mr. Clark at the union and they had been lobbying to make that shift occur, that the challenge 
was what it would cost to buy out their pensions from the municipal system, if there was an 
opportunity to work that out he would ask that it be looked at to see if the shift could be moved 
over.  Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Ellis, Green and Berry absent. 

 
Mayor White stated that if Council Member Garcia could give Mr. Hall the information he 

would make sure they would look at it, that it would have to be done in a manner that would not 
impair or weaken the Municipal Pension System.  Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Ellis, 
Green and Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Quan stated that as a member of the Asian Society Board he wanted to 
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acknowledge the efforts of Council Member Goldberg in advocating on behalf of Asia House, 
that it was a project that he had been working on for four years and a lot of people had put in a 
lot of time on it and wanted to thank Council Member Goldberg for his efforts on behalf of the 
Asia House.  Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Holm, Ellis, Green and Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Quan stated that tomorrow they would be having a special Fiscal Affairs 

Committee meeting at 2:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber to discuss the Houston Police Officers 
Pension Plan so all members of the committee and other Council Members please make an 
effort to attend.  Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Holm, Ellis, Green and Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Quan stated that he wanted to acknowledge the work of Mr. Bob Litke 

and the Planning Department on the conference held last Saturday at the George R. Brown 
Convention Center, that over 1,100 people attended, community activists that were empowered 
with programs that the City would work with them on, that Council Members Alvarado and 
Lawrence were present.  Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Holm, Ellis, Green and Berry 
absent. 

 
Council Member Quan stated that this coming Saturday the Leadership and Education for 

Asian Pacific’s would be holding a conference in Houston at the Houston Community College 
and would be having as a special speaker that evening Dr. David Hough, who was recognized 
for his work on HIV/AIDS and was named Time Magazine Man of the Year a few years ago for 
his advanced research.  Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Holm, Ellis, Green and Berry 
absent. 

 
Council Member Quan stated that next Tuesday they would be having their Neighborhood 

Housing and Redevelopment Committee Meeting and at that time he was hoping to have more 
presentations about the Mayor’s new plan on reorganizing the department as far as expediting 
permitting and other matters of the City.  Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Holm, Ellis, 
Green and Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Quan stated that last night he had the chance to attend the opening of a 

play at the Alley Theater of “Culture Class”, that it was the first time in Houston and was a great 
play, that after the play Mr. Richard Montalvo, one of the performers, said they were looking to 
do a residency at the Alley Theater and would like to develop a television show for Houston 
about how they as a multi cultural City had evolved, that they found Houston to be a very 
fascinating City and a City they would like to share with the rest of the Country.  Council 
Members Lawrence, Galloway, Holm, Ellis, Green and Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Quan stated that he wanted to wish Ms. Stein a happy birthday.  Council 

Members Lawrence, Galloway, Holm, Ellis, Green and Berry absent. 
 
Council Member Edwards stated that they had a serious problem on OST at the old 

Majestic Theater at OST and Griggs, that somebody was dumping tires and every time they 
picked them up the next week there was another 200 tires, they were in the middle of the 
sidewalk, that she did not know how they could stop that, and Mayor White stated that he would 
take a note of it and that her question put into highlight a couple of the organizational changes 
that they would be addressing this week.  Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Wiseman, 
Holm, Ellis, Green and Berry absent. 

 
Council Member Goldberg stated that he wanted to thank the Mayor for coming to his LAF 

Class on Friday and speaking for about an hour, that he did a great job.  Council Members 
Lawrence, Galloway, Wiseman, Holm, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs, Green and Berry absent.  (NO 
QUORUM PRESENT) 

 
Council Member Goldberg stated that he wanted to recognize Ms. Culbreth again, that she 

worked for the Public Works Department not F&A, that she did a great job.  Council Members 
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Lawrence, Galloway, Wiseman, Holm, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs, Green and Berry absent.  (NO 
QUORUM PRESENT) 

 
Council Member Goldberg stated that he had an editorial in the newspaper yesterday and 

had a line about the Houston Hispanic Forum and the problems they were having with the 
armory, that it was true that they had not met the legal obligations but they had contacted him 
and there were some extenuating circumstances, that the lease the City had was a very 
ambitious lease, basically they had to raise almost $3 million and completely fund it within a 
matter of 2 years, that the business plan was too aggressive, but they had to be commended for 
at least trying to meet the obligations, that the Houston Hispanic Forum had been around since 
1984 and had a very prominent Board of Directors and citizens who gave their own money and 
participated 100%, that he did not want to discourage the people who were planning to give 
money to the project, it was continuing on, that there was a very strong probability that they 
would get a federal grant of $1 million, they were currently under serious consideration for a 
matching grant from one of Houston’s premier foundations, and the board members were 
committing an additional $100,000 towards the completion, that they were very well underway, 
that he had also become a financial contributor to the project, that he thought it was a great 
project and the sooner it could come to fruition the better of the City would be.  Council 
Members Lawrence, Galloway, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs, Green and Berry 
absent.  (NO QUORUM PRESENT) 

 
Council Member Alvarado stated that she attended a fund raising event for the cultural 

center last week that was in partnership with JP Morgan Chase, they were also a partner in the 
funding of it and she appreciated Council Member Goldberg clarifying it.  Council Members 
Lawrence, Galloway, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs, Green and Berry absent.  
(NO QUORUM PRESENT) 

 
Council Member Goldberg stated that his staff was very frustrated with the Neighborhood 

Protection Department for not acknowledging phone calls or emails about constituent concerns, 
that one particular item that he hoped they would address was that there were 75 abandoned 
tires at Buffalo Speedway and Old Main Street, they could not get any progress in getting that 
picked up.  Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Ellis, Sekula-
Gibbs, Green and Berry absent.  (NO QUORUM PRESENT) 

 
Council Member Goldberg stated that he wanted to wish Mr. Hall a happy birthday.  

Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs, Green 
and Berry absent.  (NO QUORUM PRESENT) 

 
Council Member Khan stated that there would be some stars shining in Houston this 

weekend on Sunday, that there would be a big group coming from India who were affectionately 
known as Ballywood, that the whole Toyota Center was sold out, that one of the stars was a 
former Miss Universe, that Houston had become a very attractive place for all of the concerts 
from India and Pakistan because the community of Houston supported the concerts so well.  
Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs, Green 
and Berry absent.  (NO QUORUM PRESENT) 
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 There being no further business before Council, the City Council adjourned at 11:51 a.m. 
Council Members Lawrence, Galloway, Edwards, Wiseman, Holm, Ellis, Sekula-Gibbs, Green 
and Berry absent.  (NO QUORUM PRESENT) 

 
DETAILED INFORMATION ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE CITY SECRETARY. 
 
MINUTES READ AND APPROVED 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Anna Russell, City Secretary 


