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Introduction

Every City of Houston web site contributes to the user's perception of the City. When a
user visits the City of Houston web, they take away with them an impression of the City
and its departments. To ensure a unified web presence, official pages of the City of
Houston web should appear to be visually related and professional in order to help
promote usability and to reinforce City of Houston's brand identity.

As part of our branding strategy it is expected that all "high-level" or "cross-City"
administrative offices will adopt the heavy branded templates in order to provide
consistency of look and image for the City.

While the variety of templates offered may reflect elements of the City of Houston
homepage, there are no templates that duplicate City of Houston's homepage.
Departments or administrative offices should not attempt to duplicate the homepage,
which is intended as a unique gateway into the entire City of Houston web. However, if
you wish to make creative modifications to the templates, please contact City
Webmaster’s with design modifications.

Intended Purpose

This style guide applies only to official City of Houston pages. Official City pages are
defined as web pages on a City web server that have been created by the City, its
departments, or other administrative offices. It does not apply to web pages/web sites
created for other city services geared toward marketing, event coordinating and
advertising.

Although consistency is important, this style guide takes into consideration the fact that
design standards may vary for individual programs that live outside of the official department
website. These websites will be reviewed by the Mayor’s Office of Communications to
determine if they qualify as an exception, a site that does not have to adhere to the COH
web main template.



Logo Requirements

All official City of Houston Websites must contain the following elements

1. Official City of Houston logo

¢ The example below demonstrates the official City of Houston logo and
other elements of the official banner.

N The

@ City of Houstor

Official Site for Houston, Texas

It is important that the integrity and resolution quality of the city logo is
consistent across all official City websites. To ensure the effectiveness of

branding of the logo, departments should not manipulate or alter the
official logo in anyway.

2. Furthermore to reinforce effective branding, links back to the official City home
page on non official City websites should contain the following elements:

e Official City of Houston logo

The

City of Houston




Hex Color Values

The colors below represent the hexadecimal and RGB values of the colors that appear
on the COH website.

Color Red Green Blue Hexadecimal Value
- 0 96 136 #006088
117 180 183 #75B4B7
176 212 214 #B0D4D6
235 244 245 #EBF4F5
50 191 201 #32BFC9
255 204 51 #FFCC33
254 233 118 H#HFEEQ76
254 233 116 H#HFAFAF4




Cascading Style Sheet (CSS)

The purpose of using CSS is to allow the developer to globally control the presentation of
the website. CSS separates web content from web presentation dealing with colors, fonts,
and layout. This can improve accessibility and provide flexibility in presentation
characteristics across all browsers. In the future designs the implementation of a tableless
web design will provide even more accessibility to the disabled that use screen readers to
translate content on the web page.

Typography

All text unless noted is 11px in size and Hex color #333333. The purpose for using assigned
classes or id’s that apply to certain text elements is to provided an easy way developers
can apply consistent typography across all pages without having to specifically apply
attributes such as size, weight, decoration and color to particular categories of text
elements.

ltem Font Size | Weight | Decoration | Color Class/Id

Breadcrumb | Verdana, 9px normal | none #333333 | #bread
Arial,

Helvetica,
sans-serif

Footer Verdana, 10px | normal | none #999999 | .footer
Arial,

Helvetica,
sans-serif

Footer Link Verdana, 11px | normal | none ##FFFFFF | .footer a
Geneva,
Arial,

Helvetica,
sans-serif

content Verdana, 11px | normal | none #333333 .content
Geneva,
Arial,

Helvetica,
sans-serif

Title Verdana, 18px | bold none #006088 | .title
Geneva,
Arial,
Helvetica,
sans-serif

Subtitle Verdana, 14px | normal | none #006088 | .subtitle
Geneva,
Arial,

Helvetica,
sans-serif

H1 Verdana, 18px | normal | none #006088 | hl
Geneva,
Arial,

Helvetica,




sans-serif

Dept
Heading

Verdana,
Geneva,
Arial,
Helvetica,
sans-serif

21px

normal

none

#006088

.deptHeading

Bold

Verdana,
Geneva,
Arial,
Helvetica,
sans-serif

n/a

bold

none

n/a

. contBold

News
Heading

Verdana,
Geneva,
Arial,
Helvetica,
sans-serif

11px

600

none

#006088

.headlineNewsHeading

Online Serv.

Verdana,
Geneva,
Arial,
Helvetica,
sans-serif

12px

bold

none

#006088

.onlineServHeaings

CitizenNet

Verdana,
Geneva,
Arial,
Helvetica,
sans-serif

17px

normal

none

#333333

#citiNet

Weather

Verdana,
Geneva,
Arial,
Helvetica,
sans-serif

17px

normal

none

n/a

Hweather

Image Sizes

COH Home Page

Activities: images should have a width of 137px

Department Home Page

Department Logo
e Circular: 82px

e Rectangle Landscape orientation: width 191px
e Rectangle Portrait orientation: width 82px

Directors Picture: width 167px




Other images: width 119px



Page Samples

Home Page

_méity of Houston

Official Site for Houstan, Tex

Home 1want To... ~ G 2 id 2 i

Welcome to the City of Houston eGovernment Center

Here you can apply for a job, pay traffic tickets and pay water bills, find out about
Houston events and the Mayar's Office of Special Events, and learn about the City
government that serves you. See our Houston WiFi site. View our homepage photo
archive and send us your favarite photo of Houston!

Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo

Departments ~ Visitors ~

2010 CIP Public
Meetings Schedule

The City of Houstan will conduct
combinzd public mestings on the
City's FY2010 Annual Operating
Budget Capital Improvement Plan
(CIP) and 20 10Annual Consolidatad
Blan, bers..,

Government Procurement
Connections 2010
March 17 and 18, 2010

Small businesses and indivicuals
interasted in learning how to do
business with the federal, state,
county, and city governments should
plan to attend Gevernment
Procurement Connections 2010
(GPC 2010). More..

Compostable Bag Program
Begins April 5th

The City of Houston has established
April 5, 2010 as the startup date for
the collection of yard trimmings in
compostable bags, More..

2010 City of Houston
Employee Children's

En Espanol

Share

to Explo

Online Services

City Careers

Search / Apply for Jobs Online
Check Application Status
Request Jab Notifications

Houston Permits
Burglar Alarm Permits

Code Enforcement Permits

Commercial Permits

General Event Permits
Mobility Permitting Section
Parades and Strest Functions
Street Cut Permits




Department Home Page

The

City of Houston

Offical Site for He

Home | 1WantTo..*  Government® | Residents* | Business® | Departments®  Visitors® | En Espanol

Contact The Mayor
Mayar Annise D. Parker

anrual Bufiget far spproval

Maysrz Biography

Press Releases

MAYOR ANNISE PARKER FIGHTS FOR NASA/METRO FUNDING IN NATION'S CAPTTOL
May Wil Rave = magia suailsbily nz aboul ber Ty 1z Washingle:
Proclamation R City Hall

i th

1pm
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Photo Gallery
Mayor Parker Interviewed By Film Director Spike Lee

menial Documents




Department Interior Page

The.

City of Houston

#e for

Home | 1 WantTo...~

Mayor's Office
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