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Houston Area Profile

Square Miles
Metro = 9,444

City = 665

Residents
Metro = 6,997,384

City = 2,312,717
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34 percent of the region’s population
2,312,717 residents

56 percent of the region’s businesses
176,226 firms and establishments

60 percent of the region’s jobs
1,798,055

Bulk of the region’s HQs
19 of the 21 Fortune 500

City of Houston contains





How Metro Houston Compares



Rank Metro $ Billions

1 New York 1,717.7 
2 Los Angeles 1,043.7 
3 Chicago 679.7 
4 Dallas-Fort Worth 535.5 
5 Washington 530.0 
6 San Francisco 500.7 
7 Houston 490.1 
8 Philadelphia 445.0 
9 Boston 438.7 

10 Atlanta 385.5 

Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, 2017 GDP by Metropolitan Area, current dollars
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Seventh Largest Economy
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A Long History of Economic Growth



Rank Metro Population 
(Millions)

1 New York 19.979 
2 Los Angeles 13.291 
3 Chicago 9.498 
4 Dallas-Fort Worth 7.539 
5 Houston 6.997 
6 Washington 6.249 
7 Miami 6.198 
8 Philadelphia 6.096 
9 Atlanta 5.949 

10 Boston 4.875 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Fifth Most Populous Metro
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A Long History of Population Growth



Year Population Rank

’18 6,997,384 5th

’10 5,920,416 6th

’00 4,693,161 8th

’90 3,750,411 10th

’80 2,905,000 9th

‘70 1,985,000 14th
Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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Metro Houston Rankings



Rank Metro Employment (Millions)

1 New York 9.778
2 Los Angeles 6.171
3 Chicago 4.699
4 Dallas-Fort Worth 3.730
5 Washington 3.289
6 Houston 3.120
7 Philadelphia 2.931
8 Atlanta 2.809
9 Boston 2.737

10 Miami 2.725
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, March ’18 data, not seasonally adjusted

14

Sixth in Number of Jobs
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A long history of job growth
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So, what about 
Houston today?



12-Month Running Totals
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Payroll Employment
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Houston Job Growth, 000s
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Houston Purchasing Managers Index
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12-Month Moving Total

Houston Home Sales
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12-Month Moving Total

Houston Vehicle Sales
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What’s driving Houston’s Economy?



U.S. Economy

Strong U.S. 
growth.



1.5

3.7
3.0

2.0

-1.0

2.9

-0.1

4.7

3.2

1.7

0.50.5

3.6

0.5

3.23.2

-1.0

5.14.9

1.9

3.33.3

1.0
0.4

1.5

2.3
1.91.81.8

3.02.8
2.32.2

4.2

3.4

2.2

'10 '11 '12 '13 '14 '15 '16 '17 '18 '19

Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis

Growth Rate, % Change from Previous Quarter

U.S. Real Gross Domestic Product



0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

'11 '12 '13 '14 '15 '16 '17 '18 '19

Jo
bs

 (0
00

s)

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

1-Month Net Change

U.S. Job Growth



2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

'11 '12 '13 '14 '15 '16 '17 '18 '19 '20

%
 U

ne
m

pl
oy

ed

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics                   * seasonally adjusted

U.S. Unemployment Rate*



U.S. Energy

The energy business 
is profitable again.



Lost Money Earned a Profit

Financial Performance in Q3/16



Financial Performance in Q4/18
Lost Money Earned a Profit



Construction
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Trade remains 
robust.
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Houston’s 
population continues 

to grow.



Metro Houston Population Growth
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Rank Metro Population as of 
7/1/18 Change '17 to '18

1 New York 19,979,477 -19,474
2 Los Angeles 13,291,486 -7,223
3 Chicago 9,498,716 -22,068
4 Dallas-Fort Worth 7,539,711 131,767
5 Houston 6,997,384 91,689
6 Washington 6,249,950 49,949
7 Miami 6,198,782 49,095
8 Philadelphia 6,096,372 17,921
9 Atlanta 5,949,951 75,702

10 Boston 4,875,390 30,793

Metro Population Comparisions



Corporate Relocations

Companies continue 
to move to Houston.



Significant Relocations and Expansions
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Significant Relocations and Expansions
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Hurricane Harvey
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Gulf Coast Refinery Utilization Rate

Hurricane Harvey



135

140

145

150

155

160

165

170

175

M
et

ric
 T

on
s

12-Month Moving Total

Source: WISERTrade *Imports plus exports

Hurricane Harvey

51

Port of Houston Foreign Tonnage*
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Houston’s 
2019 

Economic 
Outlook.



Energy
U.S. Expansion
Foreign Trade*
Business Relocations
Consumer Confidence 

All align in Houston’s favor



Employment Forecast for ’19 
Adding Jobs Losing Jobs



+ Health Care + Wholesale
+ Construction + Oil and Gas
+ Administrative Support + Real Estate 
+ Professional Services + Other Services
+ Manufacturing + Educational Services
+ Restaurants + Finance and Insurance
+ Retail + Arts & Entertainment
+ Government + Hotels
+ Transportation + Information

Employment Forecast for ’19 



71,000 Jobs

Employment Forecast for ’19 
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www.houston.org
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Houston’s
Long-Term 

Outlook
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Population Forecast
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Employment Forecast
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Real Gross Area Product Forecast



Thank you
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