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Dear Friends,
Before I vote on any item before council, I carefully weigh
two principles: the City’s obligation to efficiently provide core
services and my responsibility to appropriate funds responsibly,
mindful that we must all live within our means.
It is my belief that the recently approved FY2015 Budget reflects
these twin values. I was happy to support an amendment
requiring that any additional tax revenues in excess of the
budget passed in June be dedicated to the City’s savings
account and not spent for current expenditures.

I thought I’d share some highlights from this year’s
budget. Most taxpayer dollars—including those from
sales and property tax—go into the General Fund.
This fund is responsible for sustaining core services,
including our Police and Fire Departments. Indeed, over
half (58%) of general fund expenditures fund public
safety services. It is important that our first responders
are given the support they need to safeguard our
neighborhoods.
Finally, I was happy to propose and pass an amendment
to the budget which re-establishes the Neighborhood
Matching Grant Program. The program is designed
to help neighborhood organizations learn the
art of planning and community building through
neighborhood projects. The grant program leverages
private dollars in making wise investments in much
needed community infrastructure.

Gratefully,
David W. Robinson
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QUALIT Y OF LIFE
A
MORE
ACCESSIBLE
HOUSTON,
REIMAGINES PUBLIC TRANSIT

METRO

The City of Houston is experiencing rapid growth. As one of the
nation’s fastest growing cities, the once predominate car culture is
giving way to cleaner and greener alternatives of transportation. Both
Metro and the City of Houston Parks Department, recognize the need
for a more accessible interconnected city. Both entities, with public
input, have developed long-term plans that encourage the use of
public transit, and healthier life styles by way of expanded bike trials.
METRO’s year-long “System Reimagining” process has produced a
grid-like system of simpler, straighter and more frequent bus routes
that crisscross key population and employment centers. The plan
adds “flex zones”, which are proposed areas with declining ridership

in the far north and northeast corners of Houston. Customers in
these areas would be able to schedule a ride to connect with the
more frequent routes. As proposed, 93 percent of existing customers
would be able to use the same bus stop they do now. The number of
riders within a half mile of routes that run every 15 minutes, seven
days a week would more than double, from 534,000 to 1.1 million,
particularly in the growing west and southwest portions of the city.
A final draft could reach the board for approval in September, and
implementation is proposed beginning in the summer of 2015.
For more information, please visit METRO’s website at http://www.
transitsystemreimagining.com/

METRO’s System Reimagining of the Proposed Frequent Network Map
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BAYOU GREENWAYS 2020 MASTERPLAN
The Houston Parks Board is embarking on the boldest and most exciting capital project in its history: Bayou Greenways 2020. This ambitious project
will significantly expand and enhance Houston’s parks system, creating a continuous system of linear trails within the city limits by creating over 150
miles of parks along Houston’s bayous. The masterplan includes 1,500 acres of new and equitably distributed parkland parcels to provide continuous
greenspace along the bayous of Houston. The majority of these new parcels will remain as nature areas with minimal capital improvements.
80 miles of new, thoughtfully designed, all-weather trails and trail-related amenities (such as trailheads, landscaping, benches) along the bayous will fill
in gaps for a total of 150 miles of bayou trails to connect all existing and new parkland along the bayous to one another, and will either directly connect
to, or enable connections to transit facilities in close proximity to existing sidewalks, existing bikelanes, and existing multi-purpose trails.
Bayou Greenways 2020, which is part of the larger, overarching Bayou Greenways initiative, is estimated to cost $215 million and is being funded
through a unique public-private partnership. You can find more information at http://houstonparksboard.org/bgi/2020/

Bayou Greenways 2020 Masterplan.
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RESILIENCY PLANNING
Following several recent hurricanes of which the last, Hurricane Ike, was the most expensive in Texas’ history,
the Governor issued an Executive Order creating a Commission for Disaster Recovery and Renewal. Sensitive
to the needs of the Houston metropolitan area, the commission recommended the formation of the Gulf Coast
Community Protection and Recovery District (GCCPRD), a local government corporation to determine how
coastal communities can reduce the impact of water damage caused by future storms. Participating counties
include Brazoria, Chambers, Galveston, Harris, Jefferson, and Orange counties. Former Harris County Judge
Robert Eckels was appointed to serve as President of the District.
The GCCPRD is finalizing a study which has assessed storm magnitudes and reviewed solutions from other
countries that have faced similar challenges. The study will be released in the coming months and will be
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presented to the public at a series of informational sessions. Recognizing the vital importance of this study
on the future of the Houston region, Council Member Robinson is taking a leading role in bringing together
neighborhood, academic, and private commercial interests in advocating priorities for Houston’s resiliency
planning.

Council

Members Ellen Cohen and David

After receiving feedback to the initial study, the Recovery District will look forward to conducting a major

W.

technical study and a final report that will include “storm surge modeling, alternatives development and

Robinson,

proposes

initiatives

and reviews projects to improve
the livability and enjoy-ability of
our City. Council Member Robinson
has

held

leadership

initial
of

Development,
Engineering,

discussions

the
Public

analysis (including design and construction requirements), and a thorough assessment of mitigation options
for the region’s communities, ecosystems, businesses, and industries.”
Various models already circulating in the public realm include an “Ike Dike”—a massive extension of the
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Research is expected to be completed in June 2016. The report will be sent to the Texas General Land Office.
Federal and state funding options will then be considered.

departments.

WELCOME TO THE NEW PWE DIREC TOR
These departments, with Health and
Human Services and International
Community and Cultural Affairs, are
those with which the QOL Committee

On August 20th, 2014, Mayor Annise Parker announced that Dale A. Rudick, P.E. would be appointed
the Director of the Department of Public Works and Engineering, replacing former Director Dan
Krueger who will retire on September 2nd, 2014.

most often collaborates on livability
initiatives. The next QOL committee
meeting will be held next Wednesday,
August 20 at 2pm in the City Hall
Council Chambers (901 Bagby, 77002).
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A priority of Director Rudick’s leadership will
include improving communications between the
PWE department, City administration and the
public. “One of our priorities is to build stronger
communciation ties with various stakeholders,
community leaders and residents. We will also
strengthen relationships with other departments
and agencies to help accelerate the
implementation of the Mayor’s Executive Order
related to ‘content sensitive design’ for designated
roads,” also known as “Complete Streets”.
Director Rudick has been a resident of Houston since 1987 and holds a civil engineering degree
from the University of Houston and a degree in Business Administration from the University of
Louisiana at Lafayette. He is a licensed Professional Engineer in the State of Texas.

COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON IN THE COMMUNIT Y

Council Member Robinson and Council Member Nguyen were honored to be the keynote speakers at the Korean War Veterans Annual Dinner sponsored by the Korean Consulate
General in Houston on July 22, 2014.

On July 31, 2014 Council Member Robinson joined his colleague Council Member Jack Christie, Parks and Recreation Director Joe Turner and 800 local children for the 2014 National
Junior Tennis and Learning Kids Day at the Memorial Park Tennis Center. Houston Parks and Recreation Department’s youth tennis classes are made possible thanks to the volunteer
spirit of the men and women who made this event possible, the Houston Parks and Recreation Department, Memorial Park, and generous donations from the US Tennis Association,
Houston Tennis Association, Houston Young Lawyer’s Foundation, the Houston Ladies’ Tennis Association, U.S.T.A. - Texas, and the World Oilmen’s Tennis Tournament. From left
to right: Efe Ustundag, Rice University Head Men’s Tennis Coach; Veronica Nicholls, USTA Texas National Junior Tennis & Learning (NJTL); Danny Stephens, World Oilman’s Tennis
Tournament (WOTT); Cindy Benzon, USTA Texas; Teresa Manherz, Houston Ladies Tennis Association; Alex Meyers, Tennis Express; Cheryl Hultquist, Houston Tennis Association;
Council Member David W. Robinson, Houston City Council At Large Position 2; Council Member Jack Christie, Houston City Council At Large Position 5; Director Joe Turner, Houston
Parks and Recreations Department.
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HOUSTON’S FIRST PUBLIC PARK GETS A MAJOR MAKEOVER
Reverend Jack Yates would be proud of what the future holds for Emancipation Park. The park was his dream of a gathering place to
celebrate Juneteenth, the date when enslaved Texans were informed of their freedom - the date when slavery truly ended in the U.S. What
began as a collective effort to raise $800 to purchase 10 parcels of land at the corner of Dowling and Elgin in our City’s Historic Third Ward,
would result in the first public park in the state of Texas. This was merely the beginning.
Emancipation Park is set to get a major $33.6 million overhaul that will create a LEED-certified recreation facility to provide classrooms, a
health center and a regulation-sized basketball gym. Sculptures, small pavilions and a new baseball field will be added as well.
Part of the project is also the full restoration of Emancipation’s vintage pool house and community center, the latter of which was a 1939
WPA project designed by one-time Rice University architecture Dean William Ward Watkin.
The OST/Almeda Corridors Redevelopment Authority, spearheading this project, believes restoration of the park will help the neighborhood
stay in touch with its past while attracting new businesses to the area.
For more information, please contact 713-522-5154 or to view additional renderings of Emancipation Park, visit http://emancipationusa.
com/

Emancipation Park Rendering, Courtesy of Friends of Emancipation Park.
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The selection of Houston as the site of Super Bowl LI in 2017 will put the George R. Brown
Convention Center at the center of the action off the field.
Commissioner Roger Goodell of the National Football League announced the NFL owners’
selection of the host city on Tuesday, May 21, 2013 during league meetings in Boston.
This will be the third Super Bowl for Houston, having previously hosted the big game in 1974
at Rice Stadium and more recently in 2004 at Reliant Stadium.
Above: Artist’s rendering of proposed Convention

MUSEUM OF FINE AR TS SOTO EXHIBIT A BIG HIT
Visitors to the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston this summer will become part of one of the
great marvels of contemporary art: one of Venezuelan artist Jesús Rafael Soto’s signature
Penetrables. Mercantil Commercebank sponsors the debut presentation of the Houston
Penetrable, a vast, floating sea of plastic strands suspended from the ceiling that is completed
only by the viewer’s participation. A whimsical piece of participatory art that’s great for the
whole family.

Center District update.

Below: Penetrables, by Jesús Rafael Soto

For more information about the exhibit, visit http://www.mfah.org/.
For more information about Jesús Rafael Soto’, the artist behind this amazing piece of art, visit
his personal website at http://www.jr-soto.com/fset_intro.html

BACK TO SCHOOL, 2014
As the summer draws to an end, it’s time to prepare you and your children to go back to school. Being prepared is key to having an optimal learning
environment. Here are some tips and reminders to make this school year a great one.
Parents:
•
Be cautions when driving through school zones. When you see a school bus, use extra caution and watch for darting children.
•
Make sure your child knows his/her name, home phone number and address.
•
Go over safety and stranger danger rules – if you don’t have a “code word” establish one now and teach your child about only going with
adults who know the code word.
•
Get to know your children’s friends.
•
Make sure your child knows playground etiquette as well as being patient and taking turns.
If you are a parent with older children:
•
If your child is staying home for the first time, talk to your children about rules for staying home alone and establish guidelines for when it
is acceptable to answer the door or telephone.
•
Reinforce to your child to remain aware of their surroundings when alone.
•
Talk to your child about their day, classes, activities and friends.
•
Teach your child about setting goals and time management.
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Keeping up with Council Member
David W. Robinson in the community.

David W. Robinson
900 Bagby, 1st Floor
Houston, TX 77002
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