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Dear Friends,
Starting on October 9th and running through January
8th, 2015, I will be joining my colleague Council Member
Stephen Costello, Chairman of the Budget and Fiscal Affairs
Committee (BFA) for a number of Core Service Workshops
that are open to the public.
I am grateful to Chairman Costello for facilitating what
promises to be a fruitful discussion on defining core services.
It is my hope that Council will continue to engage with the
administration and department directors in identifying
services of a non-essiential nature.

This conversation, however, cannot be limited to defining
essential from non-essential services. Nearly two-thirds of
general fund expenditures go to public safety services. We
must be willing to assess core service efficiency by right-sizing
departments to best fit the needs of our citizens.
Gratefully,
David W. Robinson

Managing city government within the limits imposed by the
revenue cap presents us with an opportunity to critically
consider the efficiency of services. We have a responsibility
to Houston’s taxpayers to get the full value for every dollar
that we spend on public services: from the pencils on city
employees desks to the Houston Police helicopters that fly
above us.
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QUALIT Y OF LIFE
M E T R O R E I M A G I N I N G P L A N M O V I N G F O R WA R D
WITH RAPID CHANGE
Our August edition highlighted the Metro reimagining plan; a
coordinated effort to make bus ridership more efficient and frequent
based on ridership data and community input. The meetings have
recently concluded and the process to overhaul our bus system is
taking shape.
Metropolitan Transit Authority board members tentatively approved
sweeping changes to the bus route system. The changes restructure
routes and change daily habits for nearly everyone who uses a bus
today. The approval authorizes staff to move forward with scheduling
and other features, without closing off public comments. The radical
redesign, supporters said, will put more resources on major north-
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south and east-west routes that arrive every 15 minutes or less. Other
routes will come at less frequent intervals and help fill in the gaps between
high-ridership routes.
To pull off the major changes, staff will have to plan schedules for 270
routes. Some have different hours for weekdays and weekends, while
others have peak schedules when ridership is highest. It is expected to
take months to finalize the work, then hold more public meetings to
gauge reaction before switching to the new routes in June.
Find the Board Meeting minutes here http://www.ridemetro.org/AboutUs/
BoardVideoStreaming.aspx

2014 COASTAL RESILIENCY PANEL

J O I N C O U N C I L M E M B E R R O B I N S O N F O R O U R 2 0 1 4 C O A S TA L R E S I L I E N C Y PA N E L A N D C O M M U N I T Y D I A L O G U E
Houston City Council Member David W. Robinson, the AIA Houston Urban Design Committee and the Houston Galveston Area Council will host a panel
discussion and community dialogue on coastal resiliency. Representatives from Texas A&M University in Galveston and the SSPEED Center at Rice University
will discuss their research and proposed solutions for storm surge protection in the region. Tom Colbert, AIA, and Chuck Wemple, HGAC, will moderate the
panel in a collaborative conversation to include a Q&A with the audience.
The event will take place Monday November 10th at the George R Brown Convention Center beginning with a reception at 6:00 pm and program at 6:30.
Remarks by Houston Mayor Annise D. Parker and County Judge Ed Emmett will be given at the beginning of the program. This event is free and open to
the public.
Meeting room and parking details will be posted online at www.aiahouston.org the week prior to the event.
The event is sponsored by the American Institute of Architects Houston Chapter, Houston Galveston Area Council, American Planning Association Houston
Section, Center for Houston’s Future, City of Galveston, and the City of Houston. Please contact my office at atlarge2@houstontx.gov if you would like to
be a partner city, organization or sponsor of this event.
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WHEN GET TING GOING MEANS GOING GREEN
LOCAL ARTISTS DONATE THEIR TALENT TO DECORATE THE WASTE
MANAGEMENT FLEET
If it wasn’t exciting enough that all of Houston would now have access to
single stream recycling, the City of Houston decided to do it with style and a
commitment to local artists.
Six Art Recycling Trucks, working City of Houston recycling trucks transformed
into mobile artworks by local artists, are out on the streets! As for the “art wraps”
themselves, they’re essentially printed vinyl panels affixed to the trucks. Each
sports an original, waste-centric work commissioned by one of six Houston
artists who were selected to participate by a panel of other local artists during
an open call process.
+ Design’s placemaking mission, and showcases artworks by local artists Pablo
Gimenez-Zapiola, CORE Design Studio, Aaron Muñoz, Troy Stanley, Ariane
Roesch and Kia Neill.
In addition to injecting constantly roaming public art into the cityscape,
the initiative was launched in part to celebrate Houston’s progressive new
automated single-stream recycling program that aims to create awareness
and participation in the program.

HOUSTON WELCOMES MEDICAL ADHESIVE REVOLUTION
GROWING GERMAN COMPANY ANNOUNCES RELOCATION TO HOUSTON BY
BRINGING 50 JOBS TO THE CITY.
On October 17th Council Member Robinson welcomed the management of
Medical Adhesives Revolution GmbH (MAR), a German Limited Liability Company,
to Houston City Hall.
MAR is a medical technology company that produces a “game changing”
Polyurethane-based medical wound adhesive, a non-toxic, quick acting liquid
bandage that is fast curing, that immediately stops bleeding while supporting
wound healing, that is as strong and as flexible as healthy skin or muscle
tissue, both biodegradable and biocompatible topical and in-VIVO, and that is
economically efficient.
That very day, MAR announced that they will be moving from their headquarters
in Aachen, German, to Houston where they will establish headquarters in the
Houston Technology Center before moving to larger facilities within the Medical
Center by the First Quarter of 2015. Their move will create 50 jobs in the Houston
area over the next year.

4

Welcome to Houston, MAR!

COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON IN THE COMMUNIT Y

ABOVE: Council Member Robinson attended the first Civic Engagement
and Social Capital Series on September 23rd, 2014 hosted by the Hosuton
Library System and Dr. Stephen Klineberg, Professor of Sociology at the
Kinder Institute for Urban Research at Rice University. The series will run
through September 2015 and will engage the community on a range of
subjects from social responisbility to grassroots envolvement.
RIGHT: Council Member Robinson joins the Cherryhurst Community at
Cherryhurst Park for their annual Pup Crawl. Neighbors paraded their
well costumed dogs before a panel of judges to see which dog has the
best costume.

Council Member Robinson joins the
staff and volunteers of the Covenant
House in the Montrose area for their
annual “Roundtable with Rhonda”,
hosted by Covenant House Director
Rhonda Robinson where community
stakeholders and elected officals are
invited to visit the facilities that provide
over 1000 homeless youth a year with
safe and affordable shelter and job
placement training.
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SAFE SCHOOLS PRODUCE BRIGHT KIDS
One of the many challenges in education is providing an environment where every child can learn. Children today face unlimited distractions
with smartphones, tablets, over-crowding, and peer pressure. Yet, even if a child can overcome each of these obstacles, he or she may not
be willing to concentrate and focus in an environment that produces fear and intimidation. Crime stoppers is doing something about
unsafe schools, and it is an initive that is spreading across our great city.
The Crime Stoppers Safe School Program has successfully educated students in middle and high schools throughout Houston since 1997.
More than one million students have been trained on issues concerning public safety and the security of their campuses.
Recently, a 16-year-old student was charged for allegedly making a series of threats concerning Lamar High School on social media. This
tip was collected in great part due to the Safe School Program and its ongoing TIP line. Our children are often the first line of defense, eyes
and ears, in our local schools.
CRIME STOPPERS SAFE SCHOOL PROGRAM (EST 1997)
1,822 campus crimes have been solved since 1997.
272 weapons have been removed from school campuses since the program’s inception.
1,280 drug crimes have been solved in the safe school program.
16 arsons at schools have been solved by student tips.
8 terroristic threat offenders have been identified and arrested by the Safe School tips.
To find out more about the Crime Stopper Safe School Program visit
http://www.crime-stoppers.org/programming/safe-school-program/

Historic Lamar Senior High School recieved a threat from a student at the beginning of the 2014 school year that was reported to the Crime Stoppers
by viligent students.
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AROUND TOWN
DISTRIC T K SAFER DUE TO CIVIC
ENGAGEMENT
Civic engagement matters. There is unequivocal
control and influence in a community where there
are involved citizens who want to make a difference.
Ask District K Councilmember Larry Green.
Crime statistics show that Southwest Houston
neighborhoods are among the city’s safest.
Formed more than two decades ago, Southwest
Houston 2000 Inc. is a coalition of civic and
religious groups, nonprofits and businesses that
works to improve quality of life in the region.
Crime prevention is a key focus for its safety
committee. This organization is just one example
of how like-minded citizens can work together.
District K had a 4% (10,156) decrease in Part I crimes
(crimes that include auto-theft, burglary and assult))
in 2013, compared to 9,740 in 2012, the data shows.
If you wish to find out more about the
organizations in your community or how to start
one visit the City of Houston’s Civic Club website
at http://www.houstontx.gov/cao/civicclub.html

JOIN US IN SALUTING OUR LOCAL VETS
The City of Houston will show support for our Armed Forces and celebrate the annual
“Houston Salutes American Heroes” Veterans Day Celebration on Tuesday, November 11,
2014.
Festivities will begin at 9 a.m. in Hermann Square with the 5th Annual AT&T Veterans Job
& Resource Fair and the 4th Annual Walgreens Veterans Health Fair. The ceremony will take
place at 10 a.m. on the steps of City Hall. A moment of silence will be observed at 11 a.m., in
memory of the WWI signing of the Armistice.
The line-up is as follows:
• 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. AT&T Veterans Job & Resource Fair
• 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Walgreens Veterans Health Fair
• 10 a.m. – 11 a.m. Ceremony
• 11:30 p.m. American Heroes Parade
Parking: Free parking is available from 9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. in the Theater District Parking,
entrances #2 and #5 only.
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Keeping up with Council Member
David W. Robinson in the community.

David W. Robinson
900 Bagby, 1st Floor
Houston, TX 77002
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