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Gratefully, 
David W. Robinson

 With the summer behind us we return to worthy routines. Morning trips 
to schools nested within our communities, stakeholder and civic club 
meetings, many forms of civic engagement; after a short break we continue 
to do critical work in neighborhood and community sustainability.

A sustainable community is one that is economically, environmentally, 
and socially healthy and resilient. Sub-layered underneath are factors and 
policy making that intersect community engagement and the work we 
do at City Hall. Policies that strengthen communities like regional flood 
planning,  community policing, and infrastructure projects are essential 
to meet the demands of a growing city.

Our commitment to sustainable neighborhoods helped to convene a 
critical meeting late last year, the Coastal Resiliency Panel & Community 
Dialogue, held at the George R. Brown Convention Center.  Representatives 
from Texas A&M University in Galveston, the SSPEED Center at Rice 
University, and the Gulf Coast Community Protection and Recovery 
District discussed their research and proposed solutions for storm surge 
protection in the region.

Currently, the City of Houston is applying for a Flood Mitigation Assistance 
Grant from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in an 
effort to help Houstonians who were affected by the Memorial Day Floods 
pay for required repairs under FEMA and City of Houston guidelines.

We continue to do critical work to protect communities from devastating 
floods.  Public safety is also vital to community sustainability. To maintain a 
thriving and safe community it is not enough to simply have the presence 
of law enforcement. They must interact with the public as members of the 
community and community members must embrace them as such. Trust 
and equity in policing should be a benchmark in every community. As we 
continue to examine policing policies in Houston, we look to a new roll out 
of body cameras.  Research that shows the addition of body cameras  in 
the City of Dallas reduced frivolous officer complaints while also holding 
officers accountable for their volatile interactions.

Understanding the breadth of factors integral in maintaining sustainable 
communities is an acknowledgement that we have much work to do. 
My work on responsible planning, infrastructure, and public safety will 
continue as we look forward to a busy and productive fall at City Hall.
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On June 17, City Council adopted the $5.1 billion budget for fiscal year 2016. The budget addresses five key 
priorities: jobs and sustainable development, public safety, infrastructure, fiscal responsibility, and quality of life.  
The FY2016 budget provides additional funding for 300 new firefighters, a $3.6 million increase for pothole and 
street repairs, and the creation of the Bicycle Master Plan, among other initiatives. 

Additionally, Council approved doubling the property tax exemption for seniors and disabled residents from 
$80,000 to $160,000. This measure saves the average senior household an extra $252 per year and allows the city 
to stay below the revenue cap that voters approved in 2004.

Council amended the budget to include $250,000 to remove cars from Houston’s bayous if matching funds are 
secured from Harris County and $497,000 for the Department of Neighborhoods to expand the Mow-Down 
program. 

In keeping with my commitment to improving development services, I proposed the creation of a special revenue 
fund for the Development Services Division of the Planning and Development Department, which reviews and 
regulates the subdivision of land and the layout of property. This fund would be a fiscally responsible measure 
to match staffing levels with market demand and would decrease wait times and unnecessary delays at the 
permitting center.  Given Houston’s rapid growth, the city must be able to respond quickly and efficiently to 
keep up with changing development trends. My proposal was well received at the budget meeting and was 
referred to the Quality of Life Committee by my colleagues on City Council and Mayor Annise Parker.

The FY2016 budget represents the hard work of the Mayor, City Council, and all of the city’s departments to help 
make Houston a safer, healthier, and more sustainable place to live. 

FY 2016 BUDGET UPDATE

As of September 8th, residents are now allowed to utilize Houston Police Department parking lots to conduct 
transactions for items for sale over the internet, newspaper or other means.  This move provides added security 
to both buyers and sellers who are not known to each other.  

Although this has been enacted to protect the security of individuals, police officers and other city employees 
are prohibited from interfering with a private transaction.  This includes running serial numbers to determine 
whether an item is in the hands of its legal owner or whether it has been reported stolen or missing.  Houston 
Police Department offers additional advice when transacting business with an online contact:

• Never meet anyone at your home whether buying or selling. Always meet in a public place such as a  
restaurant or shopping center or anywhere where there is a high volume of pedestrian or vehicle traffic.  
During business hours, a parking lot of a government institution such as a police department, fire department, 
or library is an excellent public meeting location;
• Avoid meeting at night but if you must then choose a location that is well lit and has a high volume of 
pedestrian or vehicular traffic as the presence of other people provides an additional measure of safety; 
• Speaking of additional people, it is recommended that regardless of the location and time you are meeting 
a prospective buyer or seller always take a family member or friend to observe and witness the transaction; 
finally, 
• Be aware that some criminals use financial or personal information such as credit cards or driver’s license 
information to engage in identity theft and other financial crimes. Be careful when sharing such personal 
information.

HOUSTON IMPLEMENTS SAFE HAVEN INITITIVE
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District B, located in Northeast Houston, has seen an 
explosion in locally owned businesses over the last few 
years.  One of the most successful businesses is the Saint 
Arnold Brewery located off of I-10 East.  The local brewer of 
craft beer has seen profits increase with demand, and the 
brewery is now seeking to expand its operation from its 
current building on Lyons to include property on Semmes 
Street and Providence Street.

The expansion, nicknamed Saint Arnoldville by brewery 
founder Brock Wagner, is projected to include increased cold 
storage space, more beer fermenters, and a possible beer 
garden that Wagner says will be known internationally and 
will put Houston in the brewer’s spotlight.  The expansion 
takes place as local rival Karbach Brewing Co. recently 
poured $15 million into an expansion of their facility in 
Northwest Houston.

SAINT ARNOLD BREWERY SET TO EXPAND

I was deeply saddened to learn of the passing of my friend Tom 
Colbert, an infrastructure guru and professor at the University of 
Houston who passed away on August 21st.

During his life, Tom championed infrastructure development and 
storm protection and was considered an expert in the field.  Having 
grown up in New Orleans, he was deeply moved by the suffering 
of the city following Hurricane Katrina’s disastrous ground fall that 
destroyed much of the city he knew and loved.

While working for Rice University’s Severe Storm Prediction, Education 
and Evacuation from Disasters Center (known as SSPEED) Tom 
championed flood protection infrastructure that not only fends off 
natural disasters, but also improves the quality of life for Houstonians.  I 
admired his visionary dream of creating flood prevention apparatuses 
that were not only functional but also improved the community by 
being functional pieces of art and tourist attractions.

Tom was an outstanding Houstonian who will be greatly missed by 
all of his friends and colleagues.  May he rest in peace.

ON THE PASSING OF TOM COLBERT
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QUALIT Y OF LIFE

BEYOND THE BOX MURALS EXPANDING IN SW HOUSTON

Dozens of  “mini-murals” have sprouted in Southwest Houston over the past few weeks as part of the “Beyond 
the Box” collaboration between UP Art Studio, the Department of Public Works and Engineering, the Mayor’s 
Office of Cultural Affairs, Council Member Larry Green’s office, the Houston Arts Alliance, Fresh Arts and Brays 
Oaks and Five Corners Management District.

Beyond the Box takes the drab, gray traffic control cabinets, commonly known as electrical or utility boxes, 
that punctuate the urban landscape and enhances them by transforming them into colorful, vibrant pieces 
of art that decorate the esplanade.  Painted by local artists, these unique boxes not only beautify the 
community and the road for vehicle users and pedestrians alike, but also instill a sense of civic pride within 
the communities in which they are located.

The pilot phase, made possible through the District K Service Fund, provided the first box at the intersection 
of Willowbend Boulevard and West Bellford Street, painted by street artist Anat Ronen and unveiled on  June 
6, 2015.  An additional 31 boxes throughout Southwest Houston have been chosen for the project and will 
be unveiled over the next few weeks.

City to propose PACE Program to Quality of Life Committee
Next month the City of Houston has plans to present before the Quality of Life committee the opportunity 
to establish a PACE (Property Assessed Clean Energy) program.  The PACE program is a new financing option 
that allows multi-family property and business property owners to take advantage of technologies that will 
reduce energy bills and save resources.

Commercial, industrial, and multifamily property owners who wish to participate will be able to obtain low-
cost, long term loans from private sector lenders to cover the cost of energy efficiency, water conservation 
and renewable energy projects on their properties.  The proposed program would save more money in utility 
savings than it would cost to execute, thus creating an immediate, positive cash flow for their businesses.

The proposed PACE program would be strictly voluntary on the behalf of property owners within the City of 
Houston and would not require financial support of any sort from the City.

To learn more about the PACE Program visit www.TexasPACEAuthority.org

A sample of ten of the numerous mini-
murals that have been commissioned 
with funding allocated from the 
Neighborhood Matching Grant Fund 
located around Southwest Houston.
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COUNCIL MEMBER IN CIT Y HALL

ABOVE:  On September 1st, 2015, Council Member Robinson and Mayor Parker were joined by City Council to honor community servant Tomaro 
Bell (center) for her outstanding commitment to public service.  September 1st was declared “Tomaro Bell Day” in the City of Houston.

LEFT:  Council Member Robinson joined his 
fellow Council colleagues and East End activist 
Lenora Sorola-Pohlman (left) to celebrate East 
End  Day at Houston City Hall.  East End vendors 
such as Andes Cafe, Chocolate Wasted Ice 
Cream, El Bolillo Bakery, El Burro and the Bull, El 
Greco, Kanomwan, the Original Ninfa’s and Taco 
Palenque provided food for City Hall staffers 
and invited guests.  Council Member Robinson 
welcomed the guests in Spanish.  

RIGHT:  On July 21st, 2015 Council Member David W. Robinson presented a proclamation 
to Angel the Therapy Dog, declaring May 18th, 2015 Angel the Therapy Dog Day in the City 
of Houston.

Throughout history, dogs and cats have been utilized as a method of treatment for the 
victims of a number of physical and mental ailments, and animal assisted therapy is  
recognized as a therapeutic and recreational method of treatment for all parties involved.

Angel was born unique, with a single eye and only three legs as a result of a congenital 
condition, but any perceived disability is cancelled out by her ability to bond with 
individuals who have particular physical attributes as well.

Angel and her owner, small business owner and disabilities advocate Trish Herrera, 
volunteer with Faithful Paws Ministry, a proactive pet therapy group that works with 
organizations like Memorial Hermann Hospital System and Westbury Assisted Living 
Community where they provide therapy visits.
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DISTRIC T SERVICE FUND UPDATENEIGHBORHOOD MATCHING GRANT FUND UPDATE

ABOVE LEFT:  Park benches in MacGregor Park in District D following the
implementation of the Neighboordhood Matching Grant Fund.

ABOVE RIGHT:  Park benches in MacGregor Park in District D before 
the implementation of the Neighboordhood Matching Grant Fund.

Last year City Council approved a $50,000 budget amendment to re-establish the City of Houston 
Neighborhood Matching Grant Program. The Neighborhood Matching Grant Program helps neighborhoods 
fund various beautification and improvement projects by providing a dollar-for-dollar matching grant 
reimbursement ranging from $500 to $3,000. 

This Neighborhood Matching Grant Program is administered by the Dept. of Neighborhoods.  The program 
is designed to cultivate the spirit of volunteerism to help neighborhood-based organizations learn the art 
of planning and community building through neighborhood projects.  Through programs like this, citizens 
work together, property values increase, people want to move into a neighborhood and a city that shows 
the character of its residents.

While we often tout the program, we rarely show you the evidence of how the MGP can strengthen Houston’s 
unique communities.   The 2014-2015 programs granted nineteen organizations the opportunity to receive 
up to five thousand dollars.  

Visit http://www.houstontx.gov/neighborhoods/matchinggrants.html to find out more.  

On July 24th the City of Houston and the At-Large 2 office bid a fond farewell 
to Deputy Chief of Staff David Michael Goldberg, who resigned his position 
to attend Virginia Theological Seminary.  David has been an instrumental 
leader in the At-Large 2 office since day one by handling numerous complex 
policy issues on a weekly basis.

David Goldberg will be truly missed and our whole staff wishes him the very 
best as he switches roles from civic leader to spiritual leader.  

GOODBYE TO DAVID GOLDBERG
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September is National Preparedness Month, and this year’s 
theme is “Don’t Wait. Communicate. Make your Emergency 
Plan Today.” Houston is a prime target for severe weather, and 
it’s important to know what you should do to stay safe before, 
during and after an emergency occurs – whether it’s a flood, 
hurricane or power outage. 

Make a plan. Talk with the members of your household, your 
workplace and your community about what to do when severe 
weather hits. A good plan should address specific needs such 
as medical prescriptions and equipment, what to include in 
your emergency supply kit, and how to care for pets during 
an emergency. Make a communication plan so you can stay in 
contact with your family and friends and tell them you are safe. 
Visit http://bit.ly/1VRYXOC to download the City of Houston 
Disaster Preparedness Guide, available in eight different 
languages.

Stay informed. Houston residents can sign up for AlertHouston, 
the City’s emergency notification system. Visit http://bit.
ly/1KJapKK to sign up to receive AlertHouston emails when 
severe weather is expected. For more tips and information on 
how to make your own emergency plan, visit the website www.
ready.gov or follow @ReadyGov on Twitter.

NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS MONTH



Keeping up with Council Member 
David W. Robinson in the community.

David W. Robinson
900 Bagby, 1st Floor
Houston, TX 77002 
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