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Gratefully, 
David W. Robinson

As 2015 comes to an end, I would like to 
take a moment to sincerely thank you for 
giving me the chance to serve the people 
of the great City of Houston.  It has been a 
true honor and privilege and I look forward 
to continuing to advocate for all corners of 
our city.

In my last newsletter of the year I 
want to share with you a few of the 
accomplishments my office has undertaken 
over the course of the last two years and 
emphasize my commitment to working 
with my colleagues on Council to address 
the issues affecting our city in a prompt 
and timely manner for the betterment of 
all citizens.
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PROMISE AND PROGRESS
We have accomplished so much since January 2, 2014, when I took my oath to serve as your At-Large Council Member. Since then, the City has 
grown in leaps and bounds. In 2014 alone, over 119,000 new jobs were created in Houston, including over 20,000 jobs in the health care industry. My 
colleagues and I approved a comprehensive budget without raising the tax rate, and we continue to find ways to save taxpayer dollars.

Here are some of the things I’m proud to have worked on in the past two years:

NEIGHBORHOODS: I have continued to be a strong advocate for neighborhoods at City Council, protecting their voice on issues like development 
and preservation. This year, City Council passed a new ordinance to deal with illegal dumping of scrap tires, which are both a nuisance and a public 
health hazard. We also approved funding for the Mow-Down Program and the demolition of dangerous, abandoned buildings, in order to improve 
the quality of life in our neighborhoods.

PUBLIC SAFETY: This year, we hired 65 new police officers to help keep our neighborhoods safe. We are working to equip these officers with the latest 
technology to ensure the professional and effective discharge of their law enforcement duties. We also worked to eliminate the backlog of sexual 
assault kits, testing all 9,419 kits.

PLANNING: We approved Houston’s first-ever general plan, Plan Houston, along with the Parks Master Plan and the Arts and Cultural Plan. We continue 
to work on updating the Bicycle Master Plan. Plan Houston provides a roadmap to guide the City’s policy and planning efforts by setting community 
goals around fiscal responsibility, infrastructure, public safety and more.

HEALTH: We passed an ordinance that prohibits large, heavy-duty vehicles – such as tour buses and school buses – from idling for more than five 
minutes, which will reduce emissions and improve our air quality.

LIBRARIES: We improved library services to create a safe, healthy, family-oriented and welcoming environment by implementing policies for 
enforcement of those who impede the peaceful use and enjoyment of library premises, services and programs.

MOBILITY OPTIONS: We passed a comprehensive ordinance that expands transit options for Houstonians, allowing app-based vehicles-for-hire to 
operate within the City and creating a regulatory framework to make transportation services more accessible to Houstonians with disabilities.

AIRPORT OPPORTUNITIES: We expanded Southwest’s presence at Hobby with an international terminal and secured an agreement for Spirit Airlines 
to begin operating out of IAH. We are working with United Airlines to reconstruct IAH’s Terminal C to bring greater travel opportunities to Houston, 
pumping millions of dollars into the local economy through job creation and trade expansion. We also made progress on the development of 
Houston’s first commercial spaceport by approving the purchase of dedicated infrastructure at Ellington Airport. Together, Houston’s airports served 
more than 53 million passengers in 2014 and contributed more than $27.5 billion to the regional economy.

ANIMAL WELFARE: We added 22 employees to BARC and improved animal control regulations. BARC continues to work to make our neighborhoods 
safer and find happy homes for stray animals.

WE APPROVED: 
• More than $450 million for street reconstruction and infrastructure repair
• $85 million for affordable housing and rapid re-housing for the homeless
• $19 million for construction of trails for the Bayou Greenways 2020 program
• $14 million to expand the infrastructure of the City’s water supply and secure the system’s reliability
• $12 million for the Side Sidewalks Program
• $10 million for library buildings and renovations
• $3 million to equip HPD officers with body cameras
• $6 million to purchase public safety and emergency preparedness equipment for HPD and various City departments
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COUNCIL MEMBER IN THE COMMUNIT Y

(LEFT): On September 31st, 

2015, Council Member 

Robinson gave welcoming 

remarks to the Spain-Texas 

Investment and Trade 

Mission at the JW Marriott 

Hotel Downtown.  The 

purpose of the mission is to 

encourage increased trade 

between the Kingdom 

of Spain and the State of 

Texas.

(LEFT):  On Thanksgiving Day the city hosted their annual 
Thanksgiving Day Parade.  Council Member Robinson joined Council 
Member Dwight Boykins, Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee, 
Trustee Wanda Adams, Council Member Brenda Stardig, District 
Clerk Chris Daniel, Trustee Jolanda Jones, Trustee Xavier Herrera, and 
Council Member Jerry Davis.

(BELOW):  On October 1st, 2015, Dene Oliver, Council Member David 
Robinson, Lynn Wyatt, and Erick Klafter participated in the ribbon 
cutting and grand opening of the River Oaks District.  The 650,000 
square-foot space is a curated collection of distinctive boutiques, 
restaurants, entertainment, residential and office space in a beautiful, 
open-air environment in the heart of Houston.

We’re getting Houstonians into a new kind of driver’s seat with our Bike Plan. Multi-modal transportation will be essential 
to our infrastructure as we grow in population.  Being developed in phases, and targeting completion in 2016, the Bike 
Plan strives to transform Houston into a safer, healthier, “Gold Level” bike-friendly city by 2026.

To learn more about the Bike Plan visit:  http://houstonbikeplan.org/

HOUSTON’S BIKE PLAN MOVING FORWARD

COUNCIL VOTES IN FAVOR OF THE FIRST GENERAL PLAN

On September 30th, City Council adopted Plan Houston, the City’s first General Plan.  The General Plan will improve 
the City’s effectiveness by providing consensus on community goals such as maintaining healthy infrastructure 
and spending money wisely.

To learn more about the General Plan visit:  http://planhouston.org/



Keeping up with Council Member 
David W. Robinson in the community.
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