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Dear Friends,
I am proud to be returning as your Houston City Council Member for
the At Large 2 position and I look forward to continuing my advocacy
for quality of life issues affecting all of Houston’s neighborhoods at
the beginning of Mayor Sylvester Turner’s administration.
I am also proud to announce that in addition to returning as the
Vice Chair of the Quality of Life Committee, I have been chosen
by Mayor Turner to serve as the Vice Chair of the Regulation and
Neighborhood Affairs Committee (RNA). The RNA Committee
will have oversight of the Department of Neighborhoods, the
Administrative and Regulatory Affairs Department, and the Solid
Waste Management Department. I have also been appointed to
represent the City of Houston on the Transportation Policy Council,
where I will advocate for transportation issues across the greater
Houston region.
As always, please feel free to consider the At Large 2 office a resource.
My staff and I remain dedicated to listening to your thoughts and
concerns.

The At Large 2 staff with Mayor Sylvester Turner. From left to right: Chief of Staff Karen Haller,
Constituent Services Director Yvette Hernandez, Mayor Turner, Council Member Robinson,
Deputy Chief of Staff Julia Retta, and Communications Director Gareth Morgans.
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2016 VEGOUT! CHALLENGE

On Wednesday, March 2, 2016, Recipe for Success kicked off their 2016 VegOut! Challenge in the Legacy Room
at Houston City Hall with a press conference and custom vegetarian dishes by Chef Antoine Ware of Harold’s in
the Heights. Studies show that one of the easiest ways to be healthier is by increasing consumption of fresh
fruits and vegetables, and the VegOut! Challenge encourages participants to eat 30 different vegetables in 30
days during the month of March. VegOut officially kicked off on March 1 when Council Member Robinson and
Mayor Turner presented Recipe for Success with a proclamation declaring VegOut month in the City of Houston.
Recipe for Success also announced that on April 22 they will break ground on Hope Farms in Sunnyside; the
farm will be used to train US veterans to become urban farmers and grow fresh, affordable produce for the
Sunnyside community. Furthermore, thanks to funding made available by the US Conference of Mayors and
the United States Department of Agriculture, Recipe for Success will be launching their Rolling Green Market, a
refrigerated truck that will take fresh and affordable produce directly to residents who live in “food deserts” and
“food swamps” to provide them with a healthy, fresh alternative to the standard junk and processed foods that
are made readily available.
For more information on the VegOut! Challenge and Recipe for Success, visit: www.vegoutwithrfs.org

Pictured left to right: Denny Dao,
Toni Capra, Paula McHam, Council
Member Robinson, Gracie Cavnar,
Mayor Turner, Stephanie Hill and
Jovanna David.
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DELUXE THEATER AND PAINTING GIVEN A REBIRTH

Artist Bert Samples
stands in front of his
1985 mural “Malcolm
Marco Malcolm Marco”
now located in the
renovated
DeLuxe
Theater in Fifth Ward.

In 2015, under the administration of Mayor Annise Parker, the City of Houston’s Housing and Community
Development Department partnered with Texas Southern University and the Fifth Ward Community
Development Corporation to restore the historic DeLuxe Theater in Fifth Ward.
The theater was originally built in 1941 and is located at 3303 Lyons in what was once known as the
“downtown” of the African American community and the Fifth Ward’s Main Street. The 125-seat prosceniumstyle theater was a gathering point of the black community during the period of segregation and provided a
much needed cultural venue before its closure in 1969. It was later transformed into a community art gallery
displaying local artists and administered by the Menil Foundation and later by Hope Development before
finally closing its doors and falling into disrepair in 1973.
The $5.55 million renovation project, financed by a Community Development Block Grant from the City’s
Housing and Community Development Department and the Fifth Ward’s Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone
18, included repairing the DeLuxe’s general structure and the restoration of the building’s original façade
and marquee board.
In addition to the restoration, the DeLuxe Theater is home to the mural “Malcolm Marco Malcolm Marco” by
community artist Bert Samples. The mural, originally painted in 1985, was for 25 years without a home as it
had no permanent location for display. However, on Wednesday, January 6, 2016, the Houston City Council
accepted the donation of Mr. Samples’ mural (modestly valued at $30,000) to Houston’s public art collection.
The mural (pictured above with Mr. Samples) was originally created as a “greeting” for visitors to the Lawndale
arts center located in Houston’s East End, before it eventually found its way to the newly restored DeLuxe.
Mr. Samples was motivated to create the mural through a number of inspirations, including his study
of the writings of Jung, Joseph Campbell and Adolph Huxley, who he felt were able to interpret dreams
and translate them into a message. This inspired him to create the mural as a dreamscape, prominently
featuring as a central character as what he described a high-priestlike character adorned in a white robe
representing Malcolm X and Marco Polo, and a secondary character in the background who represents
Sample’s grandfather. In addition to the two featured characters, a group of baboons kick around a soccer
ball, inspired after a child accidentally damaged the mural with a soccer ball during its painting.
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2016 CIP MEETINGS
Beginning February 22 and running through March
10, the City of Houston hosted the annual Capital
Improvement Plan meetings in the 11 council
districts. These meetings were heavily attended by
citizens who actively engaged with their Council
Members, Public Works and Engineering staff, and
City employees to learn about the city-funded
projects taking place in their communities. The
Capital Improvement Projects run from relatively
small projects, such as installing benches in city
parks, to large projects such as major roadway
repairs and the installation of flood and drainage
retention improvements.

Council Member Robinson and Council Member Amanda Edwards (At
Large Position 4) at the Alief Community Center for the District F CIP
meeting on March 7, 2016.

As a former president of the Super Neighborhood
Alliance and ongoing neighborhood advocate,
Council Member Robinson attended each of the
12 CIP meetings hosted by his district council
colleagues and listened to community members’
concerns and comments on issues that impact their
neighborhood across the vast territory of Houston.
To check out the Capital Improvement Projects
taking place in your community, please visit: http://

TOWARDS A MORE WALKABLE HOUSTON
On February 24, 2016, the City of Houston’s Planning and Development Department hosted the renowned
city planner and urban designer Jeff Speck for a luncheon and discussion regarding the walkability of modern
cities. “Towards a More Walkable Houston” was hosted at City Hall and gathered City staff, elected officials,
and community leaders from around the city.
Mr. Speck noted that more and more people are giving up their cars in favor of public transportation, and
the demand for more pedestrian-friendly, walkable neighborhoods is increasing. Research indicates that
walkable neighborhoods not only the improve overall quality of life for those who live in them, but have a
positive impact on the general health of residents and increases the value of homes and businesses located
within such cities.
A recent report by the Regional Plan Association indicates that “growing numbers of young and old Americans
prefer to live in communities where they can walk to stores, school, services, parks and public transportation.”
Speck pointed out that Houston is ranked low on the walkability scale due to the sheer size of the city at
644 square miles and Houstonian dependence on cars. He did however point out that Houston is home to
many walkable neighborhoods such as Montrose, Midtown and the privately developed CityCentre in West
Houston, which features a number of mixed-use buildings.
Creating walkable neighborhoods is multifaceted and requires addressing issues from street design to
parking policies, building design and land use. Components that help make a street walkable include wider
sidewalks, bike lanes, parallel parking and roads with two-way vehicle traffic.
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COUNCIL MEMBER IN THE COMMUNIT Y

PLANT A TREE IN DISTRICT K
On January 23, Council Member
Robinson joined Mayor Turner, Council
Member Larry Green and Trees for
Houston volunteers from Sharpstown
High School for a tree planting party in
South West Houston.

2 0 1 6 R O D E O PA R A D E
On February 27, Council Member
Robinson joined his Council colleagues
for the Annual Rodeo Kick Off Breakfast
and Parade. From left to right: Council
Members Karla Cisneros, Mike Knox,
Brenda Stardig, Controller Chris
Brown, Mayor Sylvester Turner, Council
Members Greg Travis, Robinson, Robert
Gallegos, Jack Christie, Jerry Davis and
Dave Martin.

O N S I T E AT T H E M A R R I O T T
MARQUIS
On January 14, Council Member
Robinson and staff toured the Marriott
Marquis
Hotel,
currently
under
construction in the Convention District.
Located Downtiwn in District I, the
construction site is next to Discovery
Green and the George R. Brown
Convention Center. This new hotel will
feature 1,000 guest rooms, 100,000
square feet of meeting space, and a
patio that features a lazy river in the
shape of the State of Texas.
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TRANSPORTATION POLICY COUNCIL APPOINTMENT
On January 29, 2016, I was appointed to the Houston-Galveston Area Council Transportation Policy Council
(TPC) by Mayor Turner along with my colleague, Council Member Larry Green from District K.
The TPC provides policy coordination of transportation planning activities within the region and consists
of a diverse group of 28 members representing regional cities and counties, the Texas Department of
Transportation, and the Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County (METRO). The board of directors
appoints one at-large member representing cities with a population greater than 50,000 and one additional
voting member position for representation from the Gulf Coast Rail District.
Houston and Harris County continue to grow at an exponential rate, expecting to add up to 4 million people
by 2040 and increasing vehicular travel by 60%. The TPC will play a critical role in identifying, advocating
and developing the region’s transportation needs, goals, and policies over the next quarter-century. The city
and county will continue to grow, and investment in our transportation infrastructure will need to match this
growth, as current funding is inadequate and represents a potential threat to our future economic prosperity.
For more information on the TPC visit: http://www.h-gac.com/taq/transportation-committees/TPC/.
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CHIEF McCLELLAND RETIRES
On February 26, 2016, I joined Mayor Turner and my
colleagues Council Members Edwards, Knox, Laster, Gallegos,
and Stardig to celebrate the retirement of Houston Police
Chief Charles McClelland and welcome interim HPD Chief
Martha Montalvo.
Having served for 39 years before his retirement, Chief
McClelland joined the Houston Police Department in 1977
as a patrol officer and rapidly rose through the ranks before
being appointed Chief of Police by Mayor Annise Parker on
April 14, 2010. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in
Criminology and a Masters of Arts degree in Sociology from
the University of Houston.
Mayor Turner selected HPD Chief of Staff Martha Montalvo to
serve as the interim police chief. An immigrant from Ecuador
at the age of 5, Chief Montalvo began her HPD career as a beat
cop in 1980. She has held the rank of sergeant, lieutenant,
captain and assistant chief of police and during her service
she coordinated the development and implementation of the
Crime Analysis System Enhancement GIS mapping system,
the implementation of numerous policing technology
upgrades, as well as incident commander for the 2004 Major
League Baseball All Star Game and the 2006 NBA All Star
Game. She is the second female and the first Hispanic female
to hold the position of Chief of Police in Houston.

MORE FLOOD RELIEF FUNDS FOR HOUSTON
On March 2, 2016, Mayor Sylvester Turner announced a $66 million disaster
recovery grant allocated to the City of Houston from the United States
Department of Housing and Urban Development to help the city recover
from the significant damage caused by both the Memorial Day flood and
the October flood of 2015.
The grant will allow for housing assistance for low to moderate income
families and can also be used for economic development and infrastructure
to help mitigate future flood damage. HUD Secretary Julian Castro stated
that grant recipients can use the funding to return to their daily lives at
a faster pace, and that with climate change increasing the frequency of
disasters, municipalities must take more action to plan and better respond
to disasters to ensure a faster rate of recovery.
Houston residents were encouraged to call 311 to report flood damage
after which inspectors were sent to assess the damage and the ability of
a home to remain occupied. As a result, over 7,300 Houstonians applied
for disaster assistance from the Federal Emergency Management Agency.

Downtown Houston as viewed from Allen Parkway
and Montrose Blvd on Monday, May 25, 2015. During
the Memorial Day weekend over 11 inches of rain
drenched Houston and the surrounding areas.
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Keeping up with Council Member
David W. Robinson in the community.

David W. Robinson
900 Bagby, 1st Floor
Houston, TX 77002
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