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Dear Friends,
The first six months of 2016 have brought both challenges as well as successes to the City of Houston.
The Greater Houston region experienced three major flooding events in less than 12 months, affecting all areas of Houston
from Acres Homes to Kingwood, Meyerland to Clear Lake, resulting in an unfortunate loss of life and damage to property. This
all transpired before the regular hurricane season began, June 1 through November 30. So, as the summer of 2016 progresses,
so does the 2016 hurricane season along the Gulf Coast. Given the recent weather trends, the National Weather Service is
predicting a more active than normal hurricane season. I will continue to work closely with my district and at-large council
colleagues, with Mayor Turner, Chief Resiliancy Officer Costello (see page 2), state and county officials, as well as participating
with research institutions to identify and implement storm surge and flood mitigation solutions.
There is also good news to share. On May 25 the City Council unanimously approved and passed the FY 2017 budget for the
City of Houston. The $2.3 billion budget focuses on public safety, infrastructure, quality of life and administrative changes,
and it does not require any increase to our local taxes. Spending is balanced by city-wide budget reduction efforts affecting
all departments except the Houston Police Department. I congratulate Mayor Turner for his proactive work on passing this fair
and balanced budget in such a streamlined and timely manner, and for addressing the fiscal issues impacting all of Houston.
While our city has faced many challenges over the last few months, I firmly believe that by addressing the critical financial
issues impacting the whole of the City of Houston, focusing on neighborhood needs, and working with community leaders,
we can advance Houston’s role as an upward, moving, dynamic, and international city.

Gratefully,

D AV I D W. R O B I N S O N
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2016 - 2017 BUDGET
On May 25, 2016, the Houston City Council unanimously passed the $2.3 billion, 2017 Budget for the City of Houston, closing a contentious $160 million
deficit. Throughout the process, Mayor Turner and his staff worked closely with Council Members and their staff to ensure a fluid and transparant
budget process, resulting in the vote taking place before noon, what Mayor Turner and City Council jokingly referred to as “record time” given last
year’s previous session taking place after midnight.
The $2.3 billion budget balances a $160 million budget deficit, and is estimated to be $82 million less than the previous fiscal year. The deficit was
closed by utilizing several strategic one-time land sales and other non-recurring revenue, generating activities by contritubting approximately $20
million from tax increment reinvestment zones (TIRZs), through the permanent elimination of 54 currently vacant positions and an estimated 30
to 40 layoffs, a hiring and pay raise freeze, and a city wide reduction of five to seven percent for all city departments. With these savings, however,
we maintained a commitment to providing quality city services, where there would be no significant reductions to either the Parks and Recreation
Department or to important community center and library operations.
Furthermore, the City Council approved the 2017 council district service fund budget, which provides $750,000 to each district Council Member to
allocate towards projects within their district as they see fit and comply with infrastructure invenstment strategies. This is a $250,000 reduction from
the previous fiscal year when the District Service Fund was capped at $1 million.
Mayor Turner emphasized that the only department that would be protected from layoffs would be both officers and civilian employees of the
Houston Police Department, which has had a recent historical shortage of 500 officers. To fill these vacant police positions, the budget allocated
additional funds for police academy cadet classes.
The new fiscal year started on July 1, 2016. To review the City of Houston’s 2017 operating budget, visit: http://www.houstontx.gov/budget/
You can also view the budget discussion by visiting http://houstontx.city.swagit.com and viewing the May 25, 2016 filming.

STEPHEN COSTELLO APPOINTED FLOOD CZAR
On April 18, 2016, at the annual State of the City luncheon, Mayor Sylvester
Turner announced the appointment of civil engineering and infrastructure expert
Stephen Costello as the City of Houston’s Chief Resiliency Officer, or “Flood Czar.”
Costello co-founded Costello Engineering, a diverse engineering firm with strong
experience with drainage engineering and flood control, in 1991. Through his
strong leadership, industry knowledge, and dedication to improving the quality of
life of his clients, Costello Engineering has frequently won the coveted “Best Place
to Work” award every year since 1991. In 2010, Costello was elected to the Houston
City Council representing the city in the At Large 1 position. During his tenure he
stood out on council as a dedicated policy wonk and brought the “engineer’s voice
to the horseshoe (council chambers).”
Costello’s role as flood czar will serve as the focal point for regional resiliency efforts
in the Houston region before, during and after major weather events. He will work
closely with TxDoT, Harris County and surrounding counties, flood control districts,
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, state officials, TIRZs, super neighborhoods and
developers to design resiliency strategies to mitigate the risks of future flooding
events.
As an advocate for storm surge and flood protection, I am excited to work with my
former Council colleague in his new role, and I look forward to the excellent ideas
that he will bring to the table in his service to the people of Houston.
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FORMER NYC TRANSIT COMMISSIONER VISITS HOUSTON
In May 2016, former New York City Transportation Commissioner
Janette Sadik-Khan visited Houston as part of her national tour to
discuss transportation infrastructure. During her visit, she addressed
our regional system’s needs, and had a private meeting with Mayor
Sylvester Turner to discuss diversifying Houston’s transportation options
by improving pedestrian amenities and commuter rail access. On May
17, Commissioner Sadik-Khan addressed local government leaders,
transportation advocates and central business district representatives
during a luncheon at the Lanier Building at 611 Walker, home to the City’s
Planning Department that oversees Houston’s Bike Plan, where she spoke
on the importance of creating more pedestrian-friendly environments
and the need to “reclaim our streets.”
Downtown Houston in particular, she said, has great potential in that people moving to downtown Houston seek areas that are easy to navigate
and are connected to multi-modal transportation hubs, entertainment districts, park areas, and education facilities; areas that exhibit high
quality of life. Public investments in areas such as bike lanes, plazas and bus lanes, in turn, further improve the economy of the city and increase
the overall quality of life of all citizens. “If you build it, they will come,” she declared about the huge draw of walkable neighborhoods.
To read more about Janette Sadik-Khan, visit here website at http://www.jsadikkhan.com/

FY-2017 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJEC TS PASSED
On July 20, City Council approved a new five-year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP). The CIP contains street and drainage projects, renovations to
police stations and libraries, and other infrastructure projects that the city undertakes. There are various sources of funding, including bonds, the
city’s Dedicated Street and Drainage Renewal Fund (DDSRF), state and federal grants, and funds from tax increment reinvestment zones (TIRZs).
Some of the largest street and drainage projects slated for FY 2017 are Laura Koppe Road in northeast Houston, Shepherd/Durham from
Washington to Dickson, and Holmes Road in southwest Houston. The CIP also included funding for improvements to Brays Bayou and Greens
Bayou as part of the Bayou Greenways 2020 program.
To view the full FY 2017-2021 CIP, visit www.houstontx.gov/cip/ or check the interactive map at www.rebuildhouston.org.

ORLANDO MASSACRE VIGIL

Council Member Robinson
joined Mayor Turner and
his Council colleagues at
the Houston vigil for the
victims of the massacre at
a gay bar in Orlando, FL on
the morning of June 12.
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2016 HURRICANE SEASON
The 2016 hurricane season is expected to be highly active, with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), the federal body tasked
with tracking hurricanes, stating that there is an above average chance of 12-15 named storms, 6-8 of those storms being upgrades to hurricane level
storms (storms with wind speeds of 74-157 miles per hour) and 2-3 major hurricanes that could make landfall (with wind speeds between 130-157
MPH).

BEFORE A HURRICANE
Develop an Evacuation Plan – Creating an emergency plan with your family can improve evacuation efficiency and reduce the stress and anxiety of
having to evacuate during a weather disaster. Establish where and when your family will meet in the event of an evacuation. Familiarize yourself with
alternate routes, however always follow instructions from emergency workers. Create copies of the contact information for your family and other
important people/offices such as medical facilities, doctors, schools, insurance companies, and service providers. Before you evacuate, be sure to take
photographs of your home to provide “before” and “after” pictures to your insurance company, should your home suffer damage.
Strengthen Your Home – Regardless of whether you chose to shelter in place or evacuate during a storm, property damage can be reduced through
minor preparation. Before hurricane season begins, trim any long or damaged tree limbs to reduce wind related damage to your home. Also consider
investing in a petroleum generator for use during power outages (follow all safety guidelines when using a generator). Secure loose rain gutters
and downspouts and clear any blockages to prevent water related property damage. Move your car inside a garage or other secure location. Before
evacuating remember to secure your home’s doors and windows.

WHEN A HURRICANE IS IMMINENT
Leading up to a Hurricane - A hurricane watch is announced when hurricane like weather is possible within 48 hours of the announcement. When a
hurricane watch is announced, review your evacuation route with your family and monitor the local news stations for updates. Review your hurricane
evacuation supply kit and add any necessary items to meet household needs for children, pets, the elderly and those with special needs. If you plan
to evacuate, make sure to fill your vehicle with gas and load your evacuation supplies. A hurricane warning is activated when conditions are expected
within 36 hours. When a warning is activated, follow all evacuation orders from local officials, if available. Follow the official social media sites of local
news and government agencies for up to the minute news and updates.
In the hours leading up to a hurricane’s ground fall, bring in any loose, lightweight objects such as toys and patio furniture that could become
projectiles in high winds, and board up any windows to prevent broken or flying glass. Regardless of whether you’re advised to evacuate or shelter in
place, make sure to take time to communicate your plans with friends and family members.
Sheltering in Place – High winds and flash flooding are the greatest threat to personal safety during a hurricane. Stay inside and away from glass
windows and doors. The best, safest place to shelter during a hurricane is an interior room, closet or bathroom on the ground floor of a house. If
flooding becomes a threat, turn off your home’s power at the main breaker. Remain indoors for the duration of the storm as high winds will result in
dangerous flying debris. Do not go outside until the all clear is given: a calm will take place as they eye of the hurricane passes your area, however
high winds and rain will quickly pick up again.
Evacuating – In the event that officials order a mandatory evacuation, remain calm. If you have a car, keep a full tank of gas if an evacuation seems
likely and leave early enough to avoid becoming trapped by severe weather or traffic. Take only essential items with you, including your evacuation
kit. If time allows, turn off your gas, electricity and water and unplug all appliances. Secure your doors and windows with plywood to reduce the risk
of broken glass. Continue to monitor evacuation instructions and always follow the roads that emergency workers recommend even if there is traffic.
Other routes may be obstructed or dangerous.

AFTER A HURRICANE

4

If you evacuated, do not return to your home or property until given the all clear by authorities via local media. Assess the stability of your home
before entering as high winds and water could have caused structural damage. Report any damaged gas or power lines to the appropriate utility
companies. Document any and all damage to your property and take “after” photographs to provide to your insurance company. Use caution when
cleaning storm related damage. Do not prepare food or drink water until you are sure it is safe to consume. Turn off your home’s power before
cleaning any standing water to reduce the risk of electric shock. Fallen trees, exposed structural damage, broken glass and other debris can pose a
myriad of dangers too. Contact your insurance company and file a claim. You will need to provide a list of all items damaged or destroyed during the
storm that includes the brand name, price and when and where the item was purchased. In the aftermath of any disaster, use caution when hiring
contractors or restoration companies. Thoroughly vet any companies you wish to repair your home and ensure they are certified by the state and city.

EMERGENCY CONTAC TS
American Red Cross: 1-800-733-2767, redcross.org
Centerpoint Energy: 713-659-2111, 1-800-752-8036 (24-hour reporting), centerpointenergy.com
City of Houston help line: 311, houstontx.gov/311
City of Houston-Office of Emergency Management: 713-884-4500, houstontx.gov/oem/index.html
Harris County Flood Control District, 713-684-4000, hcfcd.org
Harris County Office of Homeland Security & Emergency Management: 713-881-3100, www.hcoem.org
Houston TranStar: 713-881-3000, houstontranstar.org
FEMA: 1-800-621-3362, fema.gov
Ft. Bend County Office of Emergency Management: 281-342-6185, fbcoem.org
Galveston Evacuation Assistance & Registration: 409-797-3723 or 409-765-3710, cityofgalveston.org
Montgomery County Office of Emergency Management: 936-523-3900, mctxoem.org
National Flood Insurance: 1-866-395-7496, fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program
National Weather Service, Houston/Galveston: 281-337-5074, www.srh.noaa.gov/hgx
Reliant Energy: 866-222-7100 (for service questions), 713-497-3000 (Reliant HQ), reliant.com
Texas Windstorm Insurance Assoc.: 1-512-899-4900, twia.org
TxDOT travel information: 1-800-452-9292, www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/division/travel.html
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ZIKA VIRUS IN HOUSTON
The Zika virus is a disease spread primarily through the bite of an infected Aedes species mosquito, or through sexual transmission. While Zika has
existed in Africa and South America since the mid-1940s, the United States saw its first case in 2008 when a doctor visiting Senegal transferred the
disease to his wife. Since then, 618 travel-associated cases (individuals infected with the virus while travelling overseas) have been diagnosed in the
U.S., however, there have been no cases of locally acquired Zika (those cases of individuals being infected directly from a mosquito while inside the
continental United States).
A majority of Zika victims often suffer minor symptoms including fever, rash, joint pain and conjunctivitis (red eyes). However the real danger posed
by the Zika virus is the threat of a serious birth defect called microcephaly in which an infant’s head is significantly smaller than expected due to often
severe abnormal brain development in addition to other serious fetal brain defects.
Due to its climate, Houston is a breeding ground for mosquitos, including the Aedes species which transmits Zika. Again, while no case of direct
mosquito-to-human infection has been documented thus far in the United States, citizens should protect themselves against the disease by installing
screens on their windows and doors, using insect repellent, wearing light-colored and long-sleeved clothing, and removing stagnant water after rain
from areas such as discarded tires and old containers.
Mayor Sylvester Turner, the Houston Health Department, and City Council are working closely with our state and federal officials to ensure that the
Zika threat is met with a swift, strong response to prevent the Zika virus from causing any further damage to the lives of Houstonians.
For more information on the City’s fight against the proliferation of the Zika virus, please visit http://www.houstontx.gov/health/Epidemiology/Zika_Virus.
html

COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON RECOGNIZES SEHTA
In honor of national NeighborWorks Week, Council Member David W. Robinson presented
the Southeast Houston Transformation Alliance (SEHTA) with a proclamation declaring
June 7 as SEHTA Day in the City of Houston, recognizing their dedicated leadership and
efforts to transform the Southeast Houston area into a healthy, vibrant, and economically
stable community. With a collaborative framework, SEHTA brings together partners and
stakeholders including neighborhood organizations, civic clubs, city agencies, universities,
and other nonprofits to improve quality of life in Southeast Houston. SEHTA was founded
in October 2012 as a result of the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) Our Town grant
program. In March 2013, SEHTA received 501(c)(3) status as a nonprofit and focused its work
on three guiding principles: personal and environmental health, wellness, and nutrition;
urban connectivity; and community empowerment and organization.
In January 2013, the Old Spanish Trail/South Union neighborhood was designated a GO
Neighborhood by the Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC). GO Neighborhoods is
a multi-year initiative for revitalizing Houston communities by taking a comprehensive
approach to developing a sustainable community – a good place to work, live, and raise a
family. SEHTA currently remains highly active in the Southeast Houston community, primarily
in the Greater Old Spanish Trail/South Union Super Neighborhood 68, where they continue to
promote healthy, vibrant, and economically stable communities.
As a former Super Neighborhood Alliance president and an advocate for neighborhoods at
the City, Council Member Robinson is grateful for the community members, volunteers, and
leaders of SEHTA and their tireless work to transform their community. SEHTA’s proactive
approach of building partnerships, engaging residents in neighborhood planning, and
developing a vision for their community is an inspiring model for community transformation.
6

From Left to Right:
Council Member Robinson, Gwen
Fredrick, Super Neighborhood 68
President Preston Roe, Paul Charles,
Priscilla Kennedy and Carroll Blue (in
absentia) honoring the South East
Houston Transformation Alliance
(SEHTA) on June 7, 2016.

COUNCIL MEMBER IN THE COMMUNIT Y
March
20,
2016
–
State
Representative Carol Alvarado,
Council Member Robinson, County
Commissioner-Elect and serving
State Senator Rodney Ellis, and
Mayor Turner’s Council Liaison
William-Paul Thomas rode in the
2016 Tour De Houston. The ride
kicked off at City Hall and offered
20, 45 and 70 mile routes taking
riders as far as Humble, Texas.

April 1, 2016 – Council Member
Robinson joins students from YES
Prep Public Schools – East End
Campus, the City of Houston’s Solid
Waste Management Department,
and representatives from the Greater
East End Management District for
their annual East End Community
Cleanup.

March 26, 2016 – Council Members
Jack Christie and Amanda Edwards,
Mayor Turner, Mayor Pro Tem
Ellen Cohen and Council Member
Robinson attended the Houston
Parks Board Bayou Greenway Day
2016. This free, outdoor festival
encourages Houstonians to walk,
bike, run, play, picnic and explore
the Bayou Greenway System that
crisscrosses our city.
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Keeping up with Council Member
David W. Robinson in the community.

David W. Robinson
900 Bagby, 1st Floor
Houston, TX 77002
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