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Gratefully, 

 We are already half way through the 2016 hurricane season, and 
fortunately, excluding moderately heavy rain events due to systemic 
depressions in the Gulf of Mexico, we have avoided being impacted by 
any named storms thus far.  I will continue to work with city officials and 
flood control agencies to educate residents and advocate for solutions to 
flooding mitigation and storm surge protection.

The end of the summer also heralds the return to school and college for 
local students.  My office assisted with a number of back-to-school drives 
and gave away over 1,000 backpacks to young Houstonians during the 
month of August.

Please feel free to consider using the At-Large 2 office as a resource.  My  
staff and I remain dedicated to listening to your concerns and suggestions.

Cynthia Card with TIRZ 13, Council Member David W. 
Robinson, TIRZ 13 President Claude Anello, Larissa 
Lindsay with TIRZ 13 and Council Member Jack Christie 
cut the ribbon for the Park for Humans and Dogs on 
September 3.
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HOUSTON INVESTING IN TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES

CHILDREN’S MUSEUM OF HOUSTON
Since 1984, the Children’s Museum of Houston, located in the heart of 
the world-famous Museum District, has provided quality childhood 
development with interactive and child-friendly exhibits. At 90,000 
square feet, the museum features 14 interactive galleries ranging 
from simple problem-solving skills to hands-on STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, and math) exhibits that teach the basics 
of aerodynamics and physics. Another highlight of the museum is 
“Kidtropolis, USA,” a city run by children featuring a grocery store, 
restaurant, bank, and city hall, meant to teach the importance of 
public participation in municipal affairs, economics and household 
budgeting. As a result of their rotating, interactive exhibits, ambitious 
regional outreach program, and highly-trained, child-friendly staff, 
the Children’s Museum of Houston has frequently been ranked the 
best children’s museum in the United States by the Association of 
Children’s Museums.

The museum runs a vibrant outreach program that served 816,000 
children, parents, caregivers and educators onsite in the last fiscal 
year. The museum also reached an additional 315,000 individuals 
through their regional outreach program in conjunction with the 
Houston Public Library. The Children’s Museum has partnerships with 
over 240 institutions, including schools, community centers, religious 
organizations, shelters, libraries, and pre- and after-school programs.

For more information on the Children’s Museum of Houston, or to 
learn more about their current and upcoming exhibits, check the 
website www.cmhouston.org or visit them at 1500 Binz St.

As Houston continues to grow in density and population, we must invest in transportation alternatives to decrease 
congestion and offer citizens more transit options. Two recent developments at the city highlight these ongoing efforts to 
improve mobility.

In August, City Council voted to support the expansion of B-cycle, Houston’s bikeshare program. B-cycle allows users to 
“rent” a bike for as long as they need it, which is ideal for short trips and results in fewer vehicle miles traveled, less pollution 
and congestion, and improved mobility. There are currently 33 B-cycle stations in the city with 225 bikes. Thanks to federal 
funding, B-cycle is partnering with the City of Houston to add 71 bike stations and 568 bicycles, which will triple the size of 
the current program. The new stations will be spread throughout the inner loop, including the Rice/Texas Medical Center 
area, the University of Houston and Texas Southern University campuses, and downtown. To learn more about B-cycle, 
download the app or visit the website at www.houston.bcycle.com. Memberships are available by day, week, or year and 
include unlimited access to the bikes for up to 60 minutes per trip. There is a charge of $2 for every additional half hour.

August also marked the launch of “Commute Solutions,” a partnership between the Houston-Galveston Area Council 
(H-GAC), the Texas Department of Transportation, METRO, and other regional transit providers. This program encourages 
everyone to try a commute alternative once a week, such as joining a carpool, taking transit, or working some days from 
home. There are numerous benefits to commute alternatives, including cost savings, faster commutes using HOV lanes, 
cleaner air, and reduced traffic. Visit the website  www.findasmarterwaytowork.org to find more information and ideas for 
your commute alternative. 



On July 23, 2016, Council Member Robinson joined Mayor Turner, Council Member 
Brenda Stardig (District A), the other four at-large council members, and community 
members to celebrate the demolition of the blighted Oakbrook Apartments.

Located in northwest Houston and abandoned since 2008, the complex had received 
over 900 calls for service in the last ten years and had been cited by the Department of 
Neighborhoods more than 70 times for dangerous and unsafe conditions.

Speaking to a large crowd of neighbors and community members, Council Member 
Stardig thanked the community for uniting against the crime-ridden property. 
Following the demolition and removal, the six-acre footprint will be developed as a 
green space along the existing White Oak Bayou Greenway Trail.

Before Mayor Turner mounted the back-hoe and struck the first blow, Joe Turner, 
director of the Houston Parks and Recreation Department, emphasized the importance 
of the demolition and redevelopment project, stating that “the process to build a 
park can take a very long time, but the payoff is a park that lasts forever.” Indeed, the 
process took an enormous amount of work from Council Member Stardig, various city 
departments, and the Houston Parks Board, but the new green space will benefit the 
community for years to come. 

From Left to Right:  Director of the General Services 
Division Scott Minnix, Council Member Brenda Stardig, 
Mayor Sylvester Turner, Council Member Mike Knox, 
Houston Parks Board President Beth White, Council 
Member Amanda Edwards, and Council Member David 
W. Robinson.

Located in northwest Houston, Super Neighborhood 5, 
known as Greater Inwood, consists of 32 neighborhoods 
bounded by Gulf Bank Road to the north, T. C. Jester to the 
east, Pinemont to the south and 290 to the west.

Totaling 6.7 square miles, Greater Inwood was originally 
developed by oil executives during the 1960’s oil boom as 
Inwood Forest, a golf course-centered community.    

Subdivisions within Greater Inwood include Woodland Trails, 
Chateau Forest, Antoine Forest, Candlelight Forest and the 
more recently constructed Oaks of Inwood and Inwood Forest 
Village. Two industrial complexes exist in the neighborhood, 
one in the northwest and one in the southwest. Residential 
communities straddle the White Oak Bayou Greenway, which 
provides green space for community enjoyment and flood 
water retention during heavy rain.  The greenway is part of 
the Houston Park Board’s Bayou Greenways 2020 initiative, 
a program that seeks to create a continuous parks system 
along Houston’s major waterways.

Greater Inwood is located in Council District A, represented 
by Council Member Brenda Stardig.

For more information on this thriving community, please 
visit:  http://www.houstontx.gov/superneighborhoods/5.
html. 

NEIGHBORHOOD FOCUS - GREATER INWOOD, SN 5

OAKBROOK APARTMENTS DEMOLITION
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BACK TO SCHOOL - 2016
On August 18 the At-Large 2 office and the Oak Meadows Civic Club, located in 
District E, coordinated a multi-organization back to school healthfair and school 
supply giveaway at Rucker Elementary.

Over 1,000 backpacks donated by Shell Oil were distributed to returning students, 
each containing basic back to school supplies, vouchers for haircuts, and free 
passes to the Children’s Museum of Houston and Houston Zoo.  Healthcare 
providers were present to provide vision screenings, dental screenings, first aid 
kits, and general wellness assessments to returning students, while a range of 
public agencies and community service organizations provided literacy services, 
community education and city services.

Many thanks to At-Large 2’s Constituent Service Director, Yvette Hernandez,  
A Dental, ABC Dental, BARC, Children’s Museum of Houston, Crime Stoppers, 
FIEL, Houston Food Bank, Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters, 
Houston Health Department, Houston Public Library, Kids Meals Houston, MD 
Anderson Cancer Center, Oak Meadows Civic Club, Optivision, Houston’s Solid 
Waste Department, State Farm Insurance, Vecino Health Center, and Watermill 
Express for committing your time and resources to ensuring our students start 
their school year off on the right foot.


