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Dear Friends,
In April, Mayor Turner unveiled his Complete Communities initiative. The pilot
program in five Houston neighborhoods will seek to identify and implement longterm solutions for community improvements. Eventually, the program will be
expanded into additional neighborhoods with the assistance of local non-profits,
community organizations, and private partners.
The end of spring brought the start of the 2017 budget workshop cycle, where
department directors and staff met with the administration to discuss budget
priorities and expectations. For two weeks in May, I attended these workshops to
gain an understanding of the fiscal needs of each department. The hard work by
everyone involved resulted in a unanimous vote by City Council to adopt the $5.2
billion FY18 budget on May 31.
I look forward to continuing to serve as your voice on council for vital neighborhood
issues. As always, my office and staff is at your disposal for any city related issues.

Council Member David W. Robinson, Mayor Sylvester
Turner, and local architect Camillo Para celebrate the
4th of July at the City of Houston’s annual Freedom
Over Texas celebration
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COMPLETE COMMUNITIES

On April 13, Mayor Sylvester Turner announced his Complete Communities initiative on the steps of City Hall. This ambitious program seeks to improve
neighborhoods so that quality amenities and services are available to residents and business owners, while ensuring affordability and community
involvement. The Mayor selected five initial pilot communities for this initiative: Acres Homes, Gulfton, Near Northside, Second Ward and Third Ward.
The Planning and Development Department is leading this effort. Each pilot neighborhood has been assigned a planning leader to oversee
implementation and to act as the direct contact between the community and the city departments. Complete Communities will involve all city
departments as well as partner organizations to assist in finding long-term solutions for strengthening these communities. The city will start by
implementing quick-delivery projects in the pilot neighborhoods such as sidewalk repairs, mural installation, stray animal pick-up, heavy trash
sweeps, community trainings for neighborhood preservation, weed abatement and empty lot cleanups. Following this effort, the city will assist each
Complete Community with the development and implementation of a long-term plan and goals. Additionally, the city is in the process of developing
a city-wide “Neighborhood Toolbox” website that will identify programs and resources available to all neighborhoods.
To find out more information about the Complete Communities initiative and learn how you can get involved, visit: http://www.houstontx.gov/
completecommunities/ or call the Planning Department at 832-393-6600.
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FY 18 BUDGET
On May 31, City Council approved the city budget for Fiscal Year 2018 by a
unanimous vote. The $5.2 billion budget maintains a focus on infrastructure,
public safety, and quality of life services; it does not require any increase in city
taxes. Expenditures are balanced by city-wide budget reductions through the
shared sacrifice of all city departments.
Additionally, City Council approved the 2018 council district service fund
budget, which provides $1 million to each district council member to allocate
towards projects within their districts.
The FY18 budget represents the hard work of the Mayor, City Council, Controller’s
Office and all the city’s departments to help make Houston a safer, healthier, and
more sustainable place to live while maintaining a fiscally conservative budget.
You can view the proposed FY18 budget by visiting this link: http://www.
houstontx.gov/budget/18budprop/index.html

NEIGHBORHOOD FOCUS - SOUTH PARK
The South Park neighborhood (Super Neighborhood 72) developed post-World War
II as a primarily white, middle-class area along South Park Boulevard, from which the
neighborhood took its name. Its streets were named for famous WWII battles and
soldiers, making the area popular among WWII veterans returning to seek blue-collar
job opportunities in the Houston region. Regional population changes saw a shift in
demographics leading up to the 1980s, and South Park became a majority-minority
neighborhood due to a decrease in the Caucasian population and an increase in the
African-American and Hispanic populations.
South Park boasts numerous small, family-owned businesses along Martin Luther King
Boulevard and Bellfort Street. Many of these businesses serve as community centers where
neighbors gather to discuss important issues and events impacting their neighborhoods.
The neighborhood is served by Palm Center, a municipal services complex located on MLK
Boulevard and Griggs Road, as well as the new Young Neighborhood Library that opened
in November 2016.
South Park is also a focal point for Houston’s rap culture, producing the famous South Park
Coalition. Formed by neighborhood rappers in 1986 as a way to unite talent and resources
and promote regional rappers, the South Park Coalition has grown from a small group of
friends to dozens of artists who have released over 100 individual albums and two group
albums, and are recognized nationally and internationally.
South Park is located in District D, represented by Council Member Dwight Boykins. For
more information on this super neighborhood, please visit: http://www.houstontx.gov/
superneighborhoods/72.html.
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COUNCIL APPROVES BIKE PLAN
On March 22, City Council voted to adopt the Bicycle Master Plan, Houston’s
first updated bike plan since 1993. The city has made huge strides since
the adoption of the original plan, such as the construction of the Bayou
Greenways trails, the installation of dedicated bike lanes on city streets,
and an increasing number of both commuter and leisure riders.
The new bike plan is a guide that aims to make Houston a safer, more
accessible, bike-friendly city within 10 years through working towards
four goals: improved safety, increased access, improved development and
maintenance of facilities, and increased ridership. More information on
the bike plan can be found at www.houstonbikeplan.org.
Supplementing the bike plan, and in the interests of public safety, Mayor
Sylvester Turner recently announced an increase in police patrols to
educate and enforce the Safe Passing Ordinance, which requires vehicles
to be at least three feet away from bicyclists at all times (it also requires
six feet for trucks). Uniformed and plainclothes Houston police officers
will ride city streets on bicycles outfitted with the C3FT device, a bicycleCouncil Member Robinson joins members of BikeHouston at City Hall for
mounted enforcement device that measures the distance between a
a rally to support the Houston Bike Plan.
passing car and the bicycle. The city will also raise awareness of the law by
displaying electronic public safety messages and distributing brochures.

EMANCIPATION PARK REDEDICATION
On June 17, Mayor Turner, city council members, and the Third
Ward community gathered to celebrate Juneteenth and the
renovation and rededication of the historic Emancipation Park.
One of the jewels of Houston’s parks system, Emancipation Park
was founded in 1872 by Jack Yates, Elias Dibble, Richard Brock
and Richard Allen, a group of former African-American slaves
who pooled their money and saved $800 for the purchase of 10
acres of land and created the first public park in both the City of
Houston and the State of Texas.

Mayor Sylvester Turner joins City Council Member, park redesign architect Phil
Freelon, community members and activists and advocates for Emancipation Park
at the welcoming grand arch, located on Hutchins Street.
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The $33.6 million renovation project was overseen by architect
Phil Freelon, who led the design team for the renowned
National Museum of African American History and Culture in
Washington, D.C. The project included the addition of a cultural
and aquatics center, state-of-the-art classrooms and meeting
spaces, a children’s playground, indoor and outdoor basketball
courts, a modern gymnasium, a community health center, and
a mirrored welcoming arch. A statue commemorating each of
the four founders was also erected on each of the park’s corners.
To learn more about the history, programs and activities taking
place at Emancipation Park, visit: http://www.houstontx.gov/
parks/parksites/emancipationpark.html

2017 HURRICANE SEASON

June marked the beginning of the 2017 hurricane season, one that is predicted to see in increase in rain and flood events over previous years. The
National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) forecast predicts 14 named storms between June and November.
To best prepare for a severe weather event, make an evacuation kit with food and water for several days, monitor news reports concerning approaching
storms, download the City of Houston Disaster Preparedness Guide by visiting http://bit.ly/1VRYXOC, and sign up for AlertHouston email alerts or
download the AlertHouston smartphone app, the City’s emergency notification system by visiting http://bit.ly/1KJapKK.

MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS
MARVALETTE HUNTER, CHIEF OF STAFF
On April 3, Mayor Turner announced the appointment of Marvalette Hunter as his chief of staff. She holds a bachelor’s degree in
architecture from Florida A&M University and a master’s degree in regional planning from Cornell University. She has extensive
knowledge of multi-level governmental programs regarding housing, community and economic development, transportation,
and public infrastructure. She formerly served on the board of directors of the Near Northwest Management District, the state
commission on jail standards, the Texas Affordable Housing Task Force, and Mayor Turner’s transition team.

DR. KARUN SREERAMA, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS AND ENGINEERING
On March 17, Mayor Turner announced the appointment of Dr. Karun Sreerama as the new director of the Public Works and
Engineering Department, replacing outgoing director Dale Rudick. Dr. Sreerama is a highly qualified engineer with 28 years of
experience in the private sector managing multi-million dollar projects both nationally and internationally. He holds a doctorate
in civil engineering and a master’s degree in business administration. In addition to his extensive career, Dr. Sreerama is an active
community volunteer who served as a former board member of the Downtown Management District, Houston Community
College Foundation, and the American Council of Engineering Companies of Houston. He is also active in the Indo-American
C.J. MESSIAH, DIRECTOR OF THE GENERAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT
On May 17, City Council approved the appointment of C.J. Messiah as director of the General Services Department (GSD).
Messiah began his career in the United States Air Force before joining the Houston Police Department, where he served for
23 years. He was then promoted to sergeant of the Mayor’s Protection Detail, a position he held for 11 years. In June 2016,
he was named deputy assistant director in charge of security management, and in November 2016 he became interim
director of GSD, the city agency responsible for the construction, maintenance and security services of the city’s building
assets that consists of 400 city facilities with 7.7 million square feet of occupied space. To learn about the General Services
Department, visit: http://www.houstontx.gov/generalservices/
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COUNCIL MEMBER IN THE COMMUNIT Y
LEFT: From left to right: Council Member
David W. Robinson joins former District D
Council Member Ada Edwards, former Parks
Director Joe Turner, Council Member Robert
Gallegos, and Council Member Mike Laster
at the retirement party for Director Turner,
held on March 24 at the newly renovated
Emancipation Park Community Center.

LEFT: On April 6, Council Member Robinson
assisted in the ribbon-cutting for the Houston
Furniture Bank’s new warehouse in southwest
Houston. Pictured from left to right: executive
director Oli Mohammed, board chairman
Hal Lynde, Council Member David Robinson,
Mayor Sylvester Turner, and Council Member
Robert Gallegos. Donated furniture will be
refurbished and provided to local families who
are transitioning into permanent housing. If
you wish to make a furniture donation, please
visit www.houstonfurniturebank.org.

ABOVE: On May 23, Mayor Turner and Council Member
Robinson presented a proclamation honoring AIA Houston
Chapter’s AIA SandCastle Contest on Galveston Island. Taking
place on the 3rd and 4th of June, this annual contest brings
designers and architects from the region to design and build
their creations that range from real world inspiration to
surreal, dream inspired structures.

David W. Robinson
900 Bagby, 1st Floor
Houston, TX 77002
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