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Gratefully, 

Dear Friends, 

After reviewing recent weather trends, the National Weather Service is predicting a 
more active than normal hurricane season, I urge all Houstonians to remain vigilant and 
to continuously monitor local weather for frequent updates about changing storms in 
the Gulf of Mexico.  As chairman of the Transportation, Technology and Infrastructure 
Committee, I will continue to work with elected officials and stakeholders to create 
impactful change and study flood and storm surge mitigation solutions.  You can review 
some of the important matters that have come before the TTI committee on page two.

We have also experienced a few changes at City Hall: We welcome Council Member Martha 
Castex-Tatum to the horseshoe as the District K representative and congratulate District E 
Council Member Dave Martin, who was recently appointed by Mayor Turner to Chair the 
Budget and Fiscal Affairs Committee.

Thank you for reading our newsletter and for staying in touch.  As always, please consider 
me and my staff a resource and do not hesitate to contact us at any time.

ABOVE:  Council Member David W. Robinson and 
Council Member Jack Christie celebrate Juneteenth 
with Nigerian Olympic bobsledder and track and field 
athlete Dr. Seun Adigun at the Juneteenth Parade in 
Acres Homes.
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FY 2019 BUDGET

Council Member Robinson was appointed chairman of the City Council - Transportation, Technology and Infrastructure (TTI) Committee in March 
2018, and since then the committee has reviewed several important matters, including the expansion of the Northeast Water Purification Plant and 
several revisions to the city’s drainage and stormwater detention requirements.
 
The Northeast Water Purification Plant is currently undergoing the largest water plant expansion project in the world. The City is partnering with four 
regional water authorities on this expansion project, which will add 320 million gallons per day to the existing water plant’s capacity by the year 2024. 
The project will help the region comply with requirements set by the Harris-Galveston Subsidence District to shift from ground water to surface water 
supply, resulting in a lower subsidence rate. Subsidence is a huge contributor to flooding and property damage, and the Northeast Water Purification 
Plant expansion is a critical part of this conversion to surface water. For more information, visit https://www.greaterhoustonwater.com/.
 
City Council will soon consider changes to the Infrastructure Design Manual (IDM) regarding stormwater detention, fill and encroachments in the 
city’s right-of-way. These changes, proposed and vetted by Chief Resilience Officer Stephen Costello’s Redevelopment and Drainage Task Force, 
are intended to ensure that the city’s design standards are conducive to responsible development which does not negatively impact drainage. 
Citizens can learn more about the recommended changes and provide feedback before July 30, 2018 by visiting https://houstonrecovers.org/design-
standards-faqs/. The changes are proposed to take effect September 1, along with the floodplain ordinance (Chapter 19) revisions.  View upcoming 
TTI Committee meeting dates and previous meeting agendas on the website: http://www.houstontx.gov/council/committees/tti.html. If you want to 
receive email updates about committee meetings and agendas, please contact Julia.Retta@houstontx.gov in our office.

On May 30, City Council approved the city’s $4.9 billion FY 2019 
operating budget in a 13-4 vote. The proposed budget from 
Mayor Turner closed a $114 million deficit, an increase from the 
last fiscal year’s deficit, through spending reductions and one-
time fund transfers, without the need for employee layoffs. This 
budget includes funding for five police cadet classes and three 
firefighter cadet classes. Council also voted to maintain the 
council district service fund budget, which provides $750,000 to 
each of the 11 district council offices to invest in infrastructure 
and municipal services within their districts.

Council Member Robinson offered a budget amendment to 
provide funding to expand the Healthy Corner Store Network, a 
pilot program run by the Houston Health Department in 
partnership with Go Healthy Houston and CAN DO Houston. The purpose of the program is to improve the availability of healthy, quality, and affordable 
foods in areas considered “food deserts” through enhancements to existing, convenient, and local small retail outlets. Since 2013, the program has 
created a total of 10 healthy corner stores, including three locations in Sunnyside.  While his budget amendment was withdrawn, Council Member 
Robinson looks forward to working with Mayor Turner to incorporate Healthy Corner Stores into the Complete Communities initiative and look for 
grant funding available to expand this worthy program.  The new fiscal year begins July 1, 2018. You can view the budget in its entirety by visiting the 
Finance Department’s website at: http://www.houstontx.gov/budget/

WELCOME COUNCIL MEMBER CASTEX-TATUM
At City Council on May 16, Martha Castex-Tatum was sworn in as the new council member for District K. Council 
Member Castex-Tatum won the special election that was called due to the untimely death of former District K 
Council Member Larry Green. District K is located in southwest Houston and straddles the borders of Harris and 
Fort Bend Counties. Council Member Robinson looks forward to working with Council Member Castex-Tatum to 
increase the city’s investment in infrastructure, quality of life, and economic development in District K.
 
To learn more about District K and Council Member Castex-Tatum, visit: http://www.houstontx.gov/council/k/
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HOUSING AND URBAN DESIGN COMPETITION
Houston City Council Member David W. Robinson has announced the official launch of “Complete the Community: A Housing and Urban Design 
Competition,” a first ever collaborative between the City of Houston and the American Institute of Architects (AIA) Houston.
 
The competition, now in progess, solicits conceptual design entries in the five pilot neighborhoods designated by Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner as 
“Complete Communities” (Acres Home, Near Northside, Second Ward, Third Ward and Gulfton). The Complete Communities initiative aims to revitalize 
Houston’s under-resourced communities, including enhanced access to quality affordable homes and improved public infrastructure. One area within 
each Complete Community has been selected for the competition; these areas reflect the local character and neighborhood texture for which the 
competition entries should be designed. There are two parts of this competition: 1) a design of a resilient single-family home in Acres Home, Near 
Northside, Second Ward and Third Ward, and 2) an urban design solution for a streetscape in Gulfton. Teams may submit entries for one or both portions 
of the competition.
 
This competition serves as a precursor to a broader program, “Houston 2020 Visions,” a yearlong invitational design competition that will formally launch 
on August 25, 2018 – the one-year anniversary of Hurricane Harvey. Houston 2020 Visions will solicit creative and sustainable ideas for rebuilding a more 
resilient Houston through a “Request for Visions” or RFV. After the program concludes, a jury will select visions to compose a publication and contribute 
to an exhibit coordinated by the AIA Houston office in the spring of 2020.  The deadline to submit an entry for “Complete the Community: A Housing and 
Urban Design Competition” is August 3. Winners will be announced on August 25. For more details on the competition and how to submit an entry, visit 
the website: https://aiahouston.org/v/site-home/Complete-the-Community/3v/

On May 1, Mayor Sylvester Turner gave the 2018 State of the City address at the 
Greater Houston Partnership’s annual luncheon. Addressing a packed room at 
the Hilton Americas Hotel, Mayor Turner lauded the strength of the regional 
economy, the diversity and unity of citizens and the resiliency of Houstonians 
during the ongoing, post-Harvey recovery. In discussing the economy, the 
mayor emphasized the importance of Houston’s startup potential and new 
initiatives like Houston Exponential, a nonprofit organization created by the 
GHP to organize, promote and expand the regional innovation economy 
and make Houston a global leader in the field. He also praised the recently 
announced Texas Medical Center “TMC3” expansion, which will provide a 
high-tech new medical innovation center shared by TMC, Baylor College of 
Medicine, Texas A&M University Health Science Center, University of Texas 
Health Science Center at Houston and the University of Texas MD Anderson

Cancer Center. This groundbreaking, 30-acre research campus will change the face of medical treatment and drive an estimated $5.2 billion into Houston’s 
economy. Finally, Mayor Turner concluded his speech with the announcement that he will work with HISD and the nonprofit community to explore ways 
to improve neighborhood schools and provide students with resources to better their lives.
 
Watch a recording of Mayor Turner’s discussion with H-E-B president Scott McClelland at: http://www.houstontx.gov/mayor/2018stateofthecity.html

HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS TIPS
1) Make an emergency plan: Develop and practice a plan with your family using free resources available on www.houstonoem.org.
2) Build an emergency supplies kit: You should have three types of kits: a “go-bag” to bring with you in case of an evacuation, a shelter-in-place kit for 
when you need to shelter at home for an extended period, along with a pet disaster supply kit.
3) Stay informed: Sign up for AlertHouston (http://houstonemergency.org/) to receive emergency notifications for your area and follow your local 
meteorologists for updates on severe weather forecasts.
4) Know your neighbors:  Your neighbors can be a great source of help during and after a disaster. Get to know your neighbors, exchange phone numbers, 
and be in touch if an event occurs.

2018 STATE OF THE CIT Y
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COUNCIL MEMBER IN THE COMMUNIT Y

TOP LEFT:  Council Member Robinson, State Representative Garnet Coleman (TX-147) and Patrick Mcllvain of The Walk for Mental Health Awareness - Houston 
discuss pressing mental health issues at the Mental and Behavioral Health and Wellness Fair held on April 21 at Palmer Memorial Episcopal Church.

TOP RIGHT: Council Member Robinson presents proclamations to Covenant House Texas (CHT) Executive Director Leslie Bourne, Leadership Houston Board 
President Reda Hicks, and Leadership Houston Class Chair Rogene Calvert to recognize the completion of the Leadership Houston Class 36 partnership 
with Covenant House to deliver the Resources on the Go (ROGO) trailer stocked with vital items to improve CHT’s youth outreach program.
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CONTAC T YOUR COUNCIL MEMBERS

RIGHT:  On June 7, Council Member Robinson 
spoke alongside Council Members Cisneros and 
Gallegos and and Harris County Pct. 6 Constable 
Silvia Trevino  at the rededication of “The Rebirth 
of our Nationality” located at 5900 Canal Street.  
Originally painted by East End artist Leo Tanguma 
in 1973. Local artist GONZO247 partnered with 
Tanguma to restore the 4,000 square foot mural.


