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Dear Friends,
Barely two years after Hurricane Harvey made landfall, Tropical Storm
Imelda caused life-threatening flooding and damage to homes, cars and
infrastructure. I want to thank our first responders for conducting hundreds
of high-water rescues, closing roads that were unsafe for drivers, and towing
flooded vehicles once the streets were dry. My heart goes out to those who
flooded as well as those who remained safe but were re-traumatized by this
event.
The county and state governments issued a disaster declaration, which means
Houston will once again be eligible for disaster recovery funding through the
federal government. In the meantime, please report any structural flooding
or blockage in the drainage system to 3-1-1, and feel free to reach out to my
office for assistance.
I am in awe of how resilient our city and people are, and thankful to all the
neighbors helping their neighbors in the wake of Imelda. We need you now
more than ever.

Gratefully,
Council Member David W. Robinson joins former Council
Members Carroll Robinson (right) and Judson Robinson III
(seated) to celebrate the success of the historic Ensemble
Theatre at the 2019 Urban League Gala.
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SAFER STREETS FOR ALL

Houston Public Works is continuing to make progress on safety improvements to 12 of the city’s most dangerous intersections. The City partnered
with the Federal Highway Administration to conduct road safety audits, which were done in February and August. The City has completed all shortterm improvements for the first 6 intersections, and is working to address the long-term improvements that will require additional funding and capital
projects. For more information on this program, visit the TTI Committee website: http://www.houstontx.gov/council/committees/tti.html.
The City also recently launched a Vision Zero action plan, with the goal of reducing and eventually eliminating traffic deaths and serious injuries in
the Houston region by 2030. This effort will align with the ongoing Safer Streets Initiative and incorporate broader elements such as engineering,
education, enforcement, equity and evaluation. To read more about Vision Zero, visit: http://www.houstontx.gov/visionzero/index.html
Beyond city efforts, there are actions that every Houstonian can take to make our streets safer. Houston often tops the national dangerous driver lists
and was recently listed as number one nationally for “distracted drivers” by Zendrive. In the last five years, there were 35,579 vehicle crashes in the
Houston region attributed to distracted driving, a majority of which were caused by mobile devices. Safe2Save is a free driver safety app developed
by Houstonian Marci Corry to educate drivers on distracted driving and reward good driving habits. Points are accumulated for every minute of safe
driving and can be applied towards goods and services from prominent local businesses. For more information on Safe2Save and to download the
smartphone app, please visit: https://safe2save.org/

GREEN DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE
On August 19, the city launched a new program to encourage the spread of Green Stormwater Infrastructure. Green infrastructure combines vegetation,
soil and other organic elements with the built environment to mimic natural, storm water absorption and create healthier urban environments. As
an architect and urban planner, Council Member Robinson has long advocated for the city to follow Harris County’s example and create a green
infrastructure program; he is pleased to support this first phase of the program and will engage with neighborhoods and industry groups to further
the program’s development. The proposed incentives are:
• Integrated GSI Development Rules: The City will adopt rules that harmonize parking, landscaping, open space, drainage design, detention 		
design and storm water quality design requirements.
• Property Tax Abatements: The City will defer or reduce property tax bills for developers who use GSI in their projects.
• Award and Recognition Program: The City will recognize and award developers who use GSI.
• Increased Permitting Process Certainty and Speed: The City will provide a fee-based, more consistent and faster plan review process, with 		
lower fees associated with projects that use GSI.
These incentives will be further developed through extensive stakeholder engagement and fully implemented in phases. More information on the
incentives program can be found at www.houstontx.gov/igd.
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RICE ION BUILDING AND THE INNOVATION DISTRIC T
On Friday, July 19, Council Member Robinson gathered with city officials and
leaders from Rice University and the Rice Management Company to celebrate
the groundbreaking of “The Ion” – the former Sears building in Midtown which
will serve as the hub for Houston’s first innovation district. The proposed 16-acre
district will combine commercial development, housing, transformative public
spaces and improved infrastructure, with the intent to make Houston a leading
city in technology and innovation.
The Ion’s 270,000 square foot facility will provide office and workspace for
Houston’s growing tech and innovation economy. A network of local institutions
and universities – including Rice, the University of Houston, UH-Downtown,
the University of St. Thomas, Houston Community College, Texas Southern
University, Houston Baptist University, San Jacinto College and the South Texas
College of Law – will provide academic programming within The Ion. As part of
the plan, developers will maintain the building’s original Art Deco design while
the building undergoes renovations. The Ion is expected to open in 2020.

HOUSTON CONSENT DECREE
On July 24, Houston City Council voted to approve a consent
decree – a 15-year, $2 billion plan to reduce the frequency
of sanitary sewer overflows and make improvements to the
city-wide wastewater system. The consent decree is a legal
document, negotiated with state and federal regulators, that
formalizes a multi-faceted infrastructure plan that includes
early action projects throughout the city, lift station and
force main renewal and replacement projects, and detailed
assessment and remediation plans for areas that have high
volumes of sanitary sewer overflows. The City will be required
to perform an annual assessment of sanitary sewer overflows
to determine if additional capacity is necessary.
Houston Public Works will be the implementing agency for
the consent decree, and Council Member Robinson is working
to ensure that the department provides regular updates
through the TTI Committee so the public can be informed
and engaged. For more information on the consent decree
and the upcoming improvements, please visit: https://
www.publicworks.houstontx.gov/sites/default/files/code_
publications/003-consent_decree-presentaiton.pdf

On August 9, Council Member Robinson attended a demonstration of the Triplex
Liner system, a prodect being tested as a possible solution to the Federally
mandated Consent Decree.

REMEMBERING DEPUT Y SANDEEP DHALIWAL
On October 2, Houston celebrated the life and public service of Harris County Sheriff Deputy Sandeep Dhaliwal, who tragically
lost his life in the line of duty on September 28. Deputy Dhaliwal, 42, joined the force in 2009 as a detention officer before
being promoted to deputy, where he received permission to wear his turban and beard, signs of his Sikh faith, as part of his
uniform. Deputy Dhaliwal embodied community policing and was highly respected for his dedication to his duty and his
friendly, outgoing demeanor in his northwest Harris County sector. His wife and children, father and entire family including the
Harris County Sheriff’s Office and Houston’s Sikh community are in the thoughts and prayers of all of us in the At Large 2 office.
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COUNCIL MEMBER IN THE COMMUNIT Y

ABOVE LEFT: On September 17, Council Member Robinson presented
a proclamation honoring the Association for the Advancement of
Mexican Americans for their work in rehabilitating victims of alcohol
and substance abuse.
ABOVE: On September 19, Council Member Robinson delivered a check
in the amount of $8,121.50 to David Rubio and his famliy as part of the
Harvey Homeowners Assistance Program.
BOTTOM LEFT: On August 31, Council Member Robinson along with US
Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee addressed Union members at the
annual Labor Day BBQ Cookoff at the Pasadena Fair Grounds.

David W. Robinson
900 Bagby, 1st Floor
Houston, TX 77002
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