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The Developmental Assets® are 40 research-based, positive experiences 
ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ 
become caring, responsible, and productive adults.

The supports, opportunities, and relationships young people need 

across all aspects of their lives (called ñexternal assetsò); and

The personal skills, self-perceptions, and values they need (called 

ñinternal assetsò) to make good choices, take responsibility for their 

own lives, and be independent and fulfilled.



How Are The Children?
4

Goal Answer ςIƻǳǎǘƻƴΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŦǊŜŜ 
from disease but they are thriving in our city where every child 

in every community achieves optimal healthy development

Adopting the 40 Developmental Assets Framework to rethink 
the way we engage with children, families and youth in Houston 

ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ǘǊŀƧŜŎǘƻǊȅ



Hereõs What We Know ðPoverty Poses Significant 

Challenges for Childrenõs Well Being?

Deep Poverty, 10

Poverty, 15%

Above Poverty, 25%

Above Low Income, 
50%

Income Levels for Children under 18 in Harris County, 2017

Deep Poverty (less than 50% FPL)
Poverty (50-99% FPL)
Above Poverty (100-199% FPL)
Above Low Income (200% FPL or more)

For two parents with one child, annual income for families in 
each low-income group in 2017 was:
Å Above poverty (low-income): below $39,460
Å Poverty: below $19,730
Å Deep poverty: below $9,865

*CHILDREN AT RISK Report 2019





Houston Specifics

Median Household Income - ~47,000 ($10,000 below national median income)

40% of children benefit from some form of public assistance (10% greater than 
national average

Neighborhood Variances
ÅWest University

ÅMedian household income - $220,000
Å1% students in schools are economically disadvantaged

ÅSunnyside
ÅMedian household income ςless than $30,000
Å75% students in schools economically disadvantaged



If you saw a rose 
growing from the 
concreteé

Would you critique itõs 
damaged petals or try 

to help it grow?



Developmental Assets ςSupport
External

ÅFamily Support
ÅPositive Family Communication
ÅOther Adult Relationships
ÅCaring Neighbors
ÅCaring Climate in childcare and educational settings
ÅParent involvement in childcare and education



Developmental Assets ςEmpowerment
External

ÅCommunity cherishes and values young children
ÅChildren seen as resources
ÅService to others
ÅSafety


