
GAME ROOMS 

CURRENT CITY ORDINANCES, COUNTY 
REGULATIONS, AND PROPOSED INTERLOCAL 

AGREEMENT 



GAME ROOMS:  THE NEED FOR REGULATION  



Background 

1. State Legislature passed a law authorizing Harris County to regulate 
the operation of game rooms.  Under the law, Harris County may: 
• Restrict the location of game rooms 

• Limit the number of game rooms in a specific area of the County  

• Charge and prosecute  violators 
Subchapter E, Chapter 234  Loc. Gov’t Code 

2. Harris County Commissioner’s Court subsequently adopted game 
       room regulations.  

3. Harris County’s regulations apply to its: 
• Unincorporated areas 
• Incorporated areas that execute an agreement with the County 

     4.    Harris County and the City would like to cooperate and execute         
           an agreement to authorize enforcement of County game room  
           regulations in the City.  



Benefits of Interlocal Agreement with County 

• Deters game rooms with violations in Harris County from relocating 
to the City 

• Allows for uniform regulations and enforcement 

• Allows for increased civil penalties and stricter criminal penalties 

• Reduces overlapping and redundant laws  

• Combines resources for more effective enforcement 
 

 

 



Comparison of Current Requirements: 
City Ordinances v.  County Regulations 

City Ordinances County Regulations 

Display “Game Room” sign Display “Game Room” sign 

Keep doors unlocked  Keep doors unlocked 

Maintain transparent uncovered windows of 
a certain height 

Maintain transparent uncovered windows of 
a certain height 

Display decal for tax paid on each machine Display decal for tax paid on each machine 

Obtain game room permits Obtain game room permits 

Limit hours of operation between  
8 a.m. – 10 p.m. 

Display game room permit  

Ban employees convicted of gambling 
related activities 

Membership prohibited  

Prohibit new game rooms from opening 
within 1500 feet of school, place of religious 
worship, or residential neighborhood 



Comparison of Penalties: 
City Ordinances v. County Regulations 

City Ordinances County Regulations 

Class C misdemeanor Class A misdemeanor  

Up to $500 civil penalty  Up to $10,000 civil penalty 

Revocation of city license Revocation of county permit 

Sue for an injunction to prohibit 
violation of regulations  

Recover attorneys fees, court costs, 
investigatory costs related to suit for 
injunction 

Penalties under City Ordinances are pursued and collected by the City.  Penalties 
under County Regulations are pursued and collected by the County.  



Duties Assigned By Interlocal Agreement 

City  County  

Issue (or deny) Harris County permits Prosecute violators 

Law enforcement (inspection, arrest)  Enforce civil penalty  

Revoke, suspend, or deny permits  

Conduct hearings or contract with outside 
hearing officer to conduct hearings for 
denial, suspension, revocation of permits 

Initiate suit to enjoin violators  


