
I am honored to serve as your newly elected City Council Member for District G. Along with Mayor Parker,
Controller Green and the other Council Members, I was inaugurated on January 4 at the Wortham Center. I
have since been appointed by the Mayor to serve on eight City Council Committees. My top priorities for the
District are crime prevention, flooding reduction and improving mobility and repairing our roadways.

First, regarding crime, I have requested the Mayor to increase HPD activity in our area. I am also beginning to
work with the Security Directors of our Super Neighborhoods and our Property Owners and Apartment As-
sociations to improve communication among them and also ultimately with HPD. I have assigned Christina
Manero of my staff to take the first step by securing the names and contact information of the Security Direc-
tors. You will be hearing more from us on this issue. Hopefully our office can help improve coordination
among our numerous private security contractors and HPD. Second, many of you are well aware of the issue
of flooding along Buffalo Bayou and neighborhood flooding from Turkey Creek and in the Gessner IH-10
neighborhoods. Our large rainfall events (like the April 2009 unnamed rain event), the age and limited capacity
of the Addicks and Barker reservoirs, and Buffalo Bayou are all major contributors to our local flooding. I have
attended a number of meetings and have had discussions with many individuals and public officials on the flood-
ing issue. I have briefed Council Member Stephen Costello, the Chair of the City Council Flooding and Drain-
age Committee, as well as Ms. Carol Haddock, Deputy Director of Public Works for the City, to encourage
them to get involved and to develop a feasible plan to relieve flooding in our area. I am happy to report that
TIRZ 17 has commissioned its engineers to make a comprehensive study of flooding issues over approximately
2000 acres near the intersection of Gessner and IH-10. Studies are also ongoing of Buffalo Bayou by the Harris
County Flood Control District. I will continue to push for a solution to our flooding issue. It is, however, an
issue which is long overdue to be dealt with, will be expensive to remedy, and involves many different jurisdic-
tions so it will take a significant amount of time and effort to get the job done.

Finally, I believe that we need a multimodal system of transportation, including additional roads, commuter rail,
improved bus routes, and light rail that is actually near places you wish to go. We also need to encourage de-
velopment which will allow pedestrian and bicycle traffic. We will be meeting with all involved to improve mo-
bility. As your Council Member, I am first a listener, and continue to meet with many Super Neighborhood
groups, Homeowners’ Associations, and business groups in District G to hear their concerns and to work dili-
gently to solve issues in our area. This newsletter is the first of many to follow in my position as your Council
Member. I hope you find it useful and informative. If you wish to submit a story or topic for discussion, please
email it to us. Once again, I am honored to serve you at City Hall. If you should need any assistance, have a
comment or concern, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Oliver Pennington

To The Citizens of District G:
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The District G Capital Improvements Plan (CIP)
Meeting for FY 2011-2015 is scheduled for
Wednesday, March 3, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00
p.m. at Paul Revere Middle School, 10502 Briar
Forest Drive, 77042, in the auditorium. This is
the annual meeting held by each City Council
District to discuss the ongoing CIP Projects and
to receive constituent input regarding desired
CIP projects. “CIP” includes only large projects
that are expensive (and usually time consuming),
not day-to-day maintenance issues.

The meeting will include an update on several
projects scheduled in the District: the new HPD
Midwest Police Station, the new HFD Fire Sta-
tion No. 90, planned renovations to Jungman
Library, construction of the new Memorial Park
Greenhouse and renovation of the existing
Greenhouse, improvements to the HPD
Westside Police Station power distribution sys-
tem, various storm drainage improvement pro-
jects, various street construction projects, as
well as a number of Neighborhood Street Re-
construction (NSR) projects.

The meeting will include an update on CIP
Project # N-000798, the reconstruction of
Memorial Drive from Kirkwood to N. Eldridge,
which is of great interest to a large number of
residents in District G. The design and engi-
neering contract was signed in December 2009,
and such design work should take approxi-
mately a year to complete. The project also
includes funds for acquisition of additional right-
of-way, the current thinking being that Memo-
rial will be widened in areas to 4 lanes plus a
center left turn lane, or to 6 lanes—the current
80’ ROW may need to be extended to 100’.
The project includes concrete paving, curbs,
sidewalks, street lights and underground utilities
as needed.

Numerous Department representatives will be
in attendance at the meeting and available to
answer your questions. If you have capital im-
provement plan ideas or requests, you are en-
couraged to submit them on the Capital Im-
provement Plan Citizen Request Form which
will be available at the meeting.

District G CIP Meeting Scheduled

Solid Waste Compostable Bag Program Effective April 5

valuable nutrients to the soil. Simply adjust the
height of your mower to leave your lawn 2-4”
high, and when you cut the grass cut no more
than 1/3 of the leaf blade. Furthermore, cut
your lawns when the grass is dry to prevent
clippings from landing in clumps.

You can also compost your yard waste in any
number of different types of compost bins from
expensive store-bought models, to inexpensive
home-made ones. You will find plans for the
construction of a wide variety of compost bins
here: http://www3.uwm.edu/Dept/shwec/
publ ications/cabinet/html/compost/Bin%
20Plans.htm

By diverting this material from area landfills, the
City anticipates saving at least $1.5 million an-
nually while preserving the environment and
valuable landfill space, plus receiving $500,000
annually from the sale of the yard waste, for a
total yearly savings of $2 million.

For additional information about the new pro-
gram and alternatives to using these new bags,
please visit http://www.houstonsolidwaste.org

Effective April 5, 2010, the Solid Waste Manage-
ment Department will require all yard waste to
be placed in city-approved biodegradable/
compostable bags, not exceeding 50 pounds
total weight. “Yard Waste” includes grass,
shrubs, or other plant clippings, leaves and tree
limbs. After such date, yard waste may not be
placed in an automated service container. Yard
waste not placed in an approved compostable
bag bearing the City’s Seal will not be picked up.

The new ordinance only applies when the city,
through the Solid Waste Department or its
contractors, is picking up the yard waste. In
Sponsorship Agreement communities where
residents have private garbage service, this new
ordinance does NOT apply. Those residents
may continue using the much less expensive
plastic bags (keeping in mind that "grasscycling"
and composting are viable options that should
be considered by all residents).

Rather than using the new compostable bags,
residents can buy (or have their yard service
acquire) a mulching mower blade. They are
widely available and relatively inexpensive.
Grass clippings, when left on the lawn, provide

“Let it lay or

take it away”.

Residents have

a choice of

using the new

compostable

bags or

adopting

“grasscycling”

or composting.
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March 3, 2010
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.



The recent freezing temperatures have caused
broken water pipes all over the City. City of
Houston ordinances allow customers who have
suffered an excusable defect to receive an ad-
justment to their bills. Credit will take the form
of a rebate to the bill, not a refund. To qualify
as excusable, a defect must be hidden, such as
in a wall, underground, or in a toilet tank. Fau-
cets are not considered hidden.

An application form must be submitted to Util-
ity Customer Service, in some cases with a
receipt for parts or a repair bill, within six
months of the repair. Customers may apply for
no more than two such adjustments in any 12-
month period for any one account.

Several things can prevent this adjustment:

 Ineffective repairs--sometimes the real
problem is a second leak that needs to be
repaired.

 Long term leakage--allowing a leak to con-
tinue for over three months raises the aver-
age consumption.

 A drop in actual consumption can mask the
rise caused by the leak.

The Leak Adjustment Request Form: http://
documents .pub l i cworks .hous tontx . gov /
documents/divisions/resource/ucs/leakadjeng.pdf

If you have any questions or for additional infor-
mation call (713) 371-1400

You can also become a fan of a number of city
facilities, services, and organizations (bikeways,
public library, HPD, Solid Waste, Volunteer
Initiatives Program, etc.), or sign up for
“tweets” from the Mayor’s Citizen Assistance
Office, the Mayor’s Office of Special Events,
the Controller’s Office, the News Room, the
Houston Public Library, HFD, the Health De-
partment or the Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment, including many others.

The City of Houston maintains a site that pro-
vides links to all of its social media sites (You
Tube, Facebook and Twitter): http://
www.houstontx.gov/socialmedia/index.html

Here you will find a variety of videos on such
things as the Freedom Over Texas July 4 Festival,
HTV (coverage of City Council and Committee
meetings), HFD video library and Ready Houston,
just to name a few.

Water Bill Leak Adjustments

City of Houston Social Media Sites

City of Houston One Stop Permit Center

search for permits sold within the last
three years.

 Commercial Permits: deals with over 50
different types of permits, such as Alcohol
and Alcohol-Related Businesses, Antique
Dealers, Second Hand Dealers, Mini-
Warehouses, Flea Markets, Dance Halls,
Metal and Scrap Dealers, Game Rooms,
and Coin Operated Amusement Ma-
chines; Charitable Solicitation registration;
and Itinerant Vendor Permits.

 Street Cut Permits: street cut and excava-
tion permits in the City’s Right-of-Way;
and permits for private construction of
utilities in the City’s Right-of-Way.

 Mobility Permitting: lane and street clo-
sures, sidewalk closures, sidewalk cafes,
and curb painting.

The City of Houston maintains a one stop per-
mitting center, where residents can apply for any
of the 5 major categories of permits required to
do business within the City: http://
www.houstontx.gov/permits/index.html

The Site Covers the Following Permits:

 Burglar Alarm Permits: apply for and renew
both residential and commercial burglar
alarm permits.

 Code Enforcement Permits: licensed and
registered contractors can apply for certain
permits such as residential building demoli-
tion, residential re-roofs, plumbing, electri-
cal, mechanical, boiler, and sidewalks/
driveways permits; plus schedule inspections,
check the status of submitted plans, and
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At the February 2 City Council Meeting, Council
Member Pennington presented a Certificate of
Appreciation to Skills for Living. Skills for Living’s
mission is to transform lives to break the cycle of
poverty through collaboration with non-profits,
school districts, universities, government organi-
zations and employers to provide award winning,
innovative and effective financial, career, college
planning and life skills education.

Skills for Living provides two dynamic programs
for low and moderate income families to help
them learn to work smart and break the cycle of
poverty — the 20-20 Workshops for adults and
the Game of Real Life for teens.

Over the past 5 years, the 20-20 Power Work-
shops have impacted the lives of more than 900

individuals. As of December 2009, 20-20 adults
increased their income by an average of 39% and
net worth by 51%. For every dollar spent on
the 20-20 Power Workshops in 2009, Skills for
Living students achieved a return on investment
of $9.77. This resulted in a significant stimulus
of more than $2 Million to Houston’s economy.
Their goal for the 2009-2010 fiscal year is to
reach 300 more families.

The Game of Real Life, held in collaboration
with the University of Houston, is a TEA-
approved financial career and college planning
80 hour curriculum for high school students. At
the end, the students play a 16 hour experimen-
tal game where they are interviewed and trained
by Houston business professionals and then
“age” from 19 to 26 as they work to pay bills,
have income tax and financial statements au-
dited, buy homes, cars, and insurance, take uni-
versity exams and manage life events like mar-
riages and unemployment. The goal of Skills for
Living is to reach at least 1,000 students in all
school districts.

In December 2009, Lorraine R. Decker and
Skills for Living received the FDIC Chairman’s
Award for Innovation in Financial Education. It
was the receipt of this award by Skills for Living
that was honored by Council Member Penning-
ton. Congratulations to Skills for Living—keep
up the good work!!

District G Honors Skills for Living

Out and About in District G:

Authority
 Greater Houston Partnership Annual

Meeting
 Meeting re: Turkey Creek Flooding
 C-Club Reception
 Houston West Chamber of Commerce
 West Houston Public Safety Coalition
 Rivercrest Task Force
 Trees for Houston
 Houston Women’s Chamber of Com-

merce
 Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership
 Joint City/County Commission on Chil-

dren
 61st Republic Day of India Celebration
 METRO Go Green & Connect With En-

ergy
 Houston Arts Alliance
 Briargrove Property Owners, Inc. Annual

Meeting
 Houston Housing Authority

During January, Council Member Pennington
was extremely busy attending City Council
Meetings, Committee Meetings held by the 8
City Council Committees he has been appointed
to, as well as meeting with numerous Depart-
ment Heads to receive an orientation on the
services they provide. In addition, Council
Member Pennington and/or District G staff at-
tended the following community meetings:

 Mid-West Super Neighborhood #20
 Washington Avenue Coalition/Memorial

Park Super Neighborhood #22
 Eldridge/West Oaks Super Neighborhood

#17
 Briar Forest Super Neighborhood #18
 Memorial Super Neighborhood #16
 Westchester Owners’ Committee Board of

Trustees Meeting
 TIRZ 17 Memorial City Redevelopment

“Council Member

Pennington has

been extremely

busy his first

month in office

attending City

Council Meetings,

Committee

Meetings, as well

as numerous

community

meetings.”
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Contact:

Lorraine R. Decker
Skills for Living

7600 Woodway Dr.
Suite 200

Houston, TX 77063
(713) 782-9974

(713) 782-3731 (fax)
www.Skills4Living.org



Statistics show that the Census undercounts
Houston's population. Filling out Census forms
this spring is critical to reducing the risk of
being undercounted. Participation in the 2010
Census increases the availability of state, federal
and private funding to our community.

There are numerous ways Census data is used
to benefit the City of Houston:

 A more accurate picture of our population
to use when adding two new City Council
Districts in 2011

 Decision making at all levels of govern-
ment

 Drawing federal, state, and local legislative
districts

 Attracting new businesses to state and
local areas

 Distributing over $400 billion in federal
funds plus additional state funds

 Forecasting future transportation needs
for all segments of the population

 Planning for hospitals, nursing homes, clin-
ics, and the location of other health ser-
vices

 Forecasting future housing needs for all
segments of the population

 Directing funds for services for people in
poverty

 Designing public safety strategies

 Development of rural areas

 Estimating the number of people displaced
by natural disasters

 Creating maps to speed emergency ser-
vices to households in need of assistance

 Delivering goods and services to local
markets

 Designing facilities for people with disabili-
ties, the elderly, or children

 Planning future government services

 Planning investments and evaluating finan-
cial risk

 Publishing economic and statistical reports
about the United States and its people

 Facilitating scientific research

 Developing “intelligent” maps for govern-
ment and business

 Providing proof of age, relationship, or
residence certificates provided by the Cen-
sus Bureau

 Distributing medical research

 Reapportioning seats in the House of Rep-

resentatives

 Providing evidence in litigation involving
land use, voting rights, and equal opportu-
nity

 Drawing school district boundaries

 Planning budgets for government at all lev-
els

 Spotting trends in the economic well-being
of the nation

 Planning for public transportation services

 Planning health and educational services for
people with disabilities

 Establishing fair market rents and enforcing
fair lending practices

 Planning urban land use

 Planning outreach strategies

 Understanding labor supply

 Assessing the potential for spread of com-
municable diseases

 Analyzing military potential

 Making business decisions

 Understanding consumer needs

 Locating factory sites and distribution cen-
ters

 Setting a standard for creating both public
and private sector surveys

 Evaluating programs in different geographic
areas

 Developing adult education programs

 Determining areas eligible for housing assis-
tance and rehabilitation loans

As you can see, it is very important that every
resident of the City of Houston be counted.
Accurate reporting will help Houston receive its
fair share of the $400 Billion in federal funds
allocated each year, and make sure we have an
accurate level of representation in the U.S.
House of Representatives.

Census questionnaires should be mailed out in
March, 2010.

Although you cannot complete the census form
online, you can view the 10 questions that will be
a s k e d o n t h e f o r m h e r e :
http : / /2010.census .gov/2010census/how/
interactive-form.php

More Information is available here:
http://www.houstoncounts.org

Census 2010 Forms Scheduled to be Mailed in March

“An accurate

count in the

2010 Census

will help

Houston receive

its fair share of

$400 Billion in

federal funds

allocated each

year.”
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“We lose an esti-
mated $1,700 per per-
son per year for every-
one not counted in the

Census.”



The “411” on District G Super Neighborhoods

Land Use Map: http://www.houstontx.gov/
planning/suprnbhds/SN_LU_Maps/SN_17.pdf
Demographics: http://www.houstontx.gov/
planning/
suprnbhds/2001_demog/17_eldridge.htm
Contact: SNEldridgeWestOaks@yahoo.com
City Council Districts: G

Memorial #16
About: http://www.houstontx.gov/planning/
suprnbhds/TechCntrInfo/SN_16.htm
Land Use Map: http://www.houstontx.gov/
planning/suprnbhds/SN_LU_Maps/SN_16.pdf
Demographics: http://www.houstontx.gov/
planning/
suprnbhds/2001_demog/16_memorial.htm
Website: http://sites.google.com/site/
memorialsn16/
Contact: memorialSN16@gmail.com
City Council District: G & A

Mid-West #20
About: http://www.houstontx.gov/planning/
suprnbhds/TechCntrInfo/SN_20.htm
Land Use Map: http://www.houstontx.gov/
planning/suprnbhds/SN_LU_Maps/SN_20.pdf
Demographics: http://www.houstontx.gov/
planning/
suprnbhds/2001_demog/20_woodlake.htm
Website: http://midwestsn20.com
Contact: zenwalker@pdq.net

City Council Districts: G & C

Washington Avenue Coalition/Memorial
Park #22
About: http://www.houstontx.gov/planning/
suprnbhds/TechCntrInfo/SN_22.htm
Land Use Map: http://www.houstontx.gov/
planning/suprnbhds/SN_LU_Maps/SN_22.pdf
Demographics: http://www.houstontx.gov/
planning/
suprnbhds/2001_demog/22_memorialparkwashi
ngtonavenue.htm
Website: http://www.facebook.com/home.php?
#/group.php?gid=77135631388
Contact: superneighborhood22@gmail.com
City Council Districts: H & G

To learn if there is a Super Neighborhood
Council in your area, or to find out how to
form a Council, call (713) 837-7892.

For more information on Super Neighbor-
hoods, contact the Planning and Development
Department at (713) 837-7803.

A Super Neighborhood is a geographically de-
signed area where residents, civic organizations,
institutions and businesses work together to iden-
tify, plan, and set priorities to address the needs
and concerns of their community. The Super
Neighborhood elects a Council comprised of area
residents and stakeholders that serves as a forum
to discuss issues and identify and implement pri-
ority projects for the area.

A number of Super Neighborhoods located
within District G have been formed and officially
recognized. The Planning and Development De-
partment focuses on assisting Super Neighbor-
hood Councils develop greater organizational self
-sufficiency, which is achieved by helping them
build capacity, relationships, resources, and links
to volunteers. Each year, a Super Neighborhood
develops a SNAP (Super Neighborhood Action
Plan) outlining the improvements it hopes to have
made in its area by the Public Works & Engineer-
ing and the Parks & Recreation Departments.

More information: http://www.houstontx.gov/
planning/suprnbhds/sn_links.htm

Briar Forest #18
About: http://www.houstontx.gov/planning/
suprnbhds/TechCntrInfo/SN_18.htm
Land Use Map: http://www.houstontx.gov/
planning/suprnbhds/SN_LU_Maps/SN_18.pdf
Demographics: http://www.houstontx.gov/
planning/
suprnbhds/2001_demog/18_briarforest.htm
Contact: briarforestsn18@sbcglobal.net
City Council District: G

Eldridge/West Oaks #17
About: http://www.houstontx.gov/planning/
suprnbhds/TechCntrInfo/SN_17.htm
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“To learn if

there is a Super

Neighborhood

Council in your

area, or to find

out how to form

a Council, call

(713) 837-7892.

For more infor-

mation on Super

Neighborhoods,

contact the

Planning and

Development

Department at

(713) 837-7803.”



February 22-28 is Severe Weather Awareness
Week in Texas. Take some time during this
week to educate yourself about Thunderstorm
Safety, Flood Safety, Tornado Safety, and Hurri-
cane Safety.

Thunderstorm Safety:

All thunderstorms are dangerous and they all
produce lightning. In the U.S., lightning injures
an average of 300 people each year and kills an
average of 80. Other thunderstorm dangers
include tornadoes, strong winds, hail and flash
flooding.

Prepare and Plan:

http://www.ready.gov/america/beinformed/
thunderstorms.html More information and tips
from FEMA: http://www.fema.gov/areyouready/

thunderstorms.shtm

Flood Safety:

Generally, floods kill more people in the U.S.
than other types of severe weather. Floods can
roll boulders the size of cars, tear out trees,
and destroy buildings and bridges. Nearly 50%
of all flash flood fatalities nationwide involve
vehicles—saving your life can be as easy as
turning your car around when you see water
on the road. Never attempt to drive through
flooded roadways—it only takes 2 feet of water

to lift and float a 3000 pound car.

Prepare and Plan:

http://www.ready.gov/america/beinformed/
floods.html Flash Flood Safety Tips: http://
www.txdps.state.tx.us/dem/documents/Flash%
20Flood%20Safety%20Tips.doc More informa-
tion and tips from FEMA: http://www.fema.gov/

areyouready/flood.shtm

Tornado Safety:

Tornadoes are nature’s most violent storms,
with winds often in excess of 300 MPH. More
tornadoes strike Texas than any other state.
They can occur at any time of year, including
winter, but are most frequent from mid-March
through May. They often strike quickly with
little or no warning, even to trained weather
watchers. And they are also common during
Hurricanes.

Prepare and Plan:

http://www.ready.gov/america/beinformed/
tornadoes.html More Information and Tips from
FEMA: http://www.fema.gov/hazard/tornado/

index.shtm

Hurricane Safety:

The most important thing you can do to be
ready for the next Hurricane is to be prepared
well before Hurricane Season starts (June 1). By
starting early, you’ll avoid the rush at the gro-
cery store, hardware store, and gas station.
After Hurricane Ike, we should all be aware of

the very real danger Hurricanes present.

Prepare and Plan:

http://www.ready.gov/america/beinformed/
hurricanes.html For information and tips from
the National Hurricane Center: http://
www.nhc.noaa.gov/ More information and tips
from FEMA: http://www.fema.gov/areyouready/

hurricanes.shtm

Ready Houston:

More information on regional disaster prepared-
ness can be found on the Ready Houston web-
site: http://www.readyhoustontx.gov/ Here you
will find a number of quick links to other disaster
preparedness sites, information on disaster pre-
paredness for people with disabilities, and online

videos in a number of languages.

Houston Office of Emergency Management:

More information on the hazards we face in
southeast Texas, how to plan and prepare, and
on transportation assistance can be found on the
City of Houston Office of Emergency Manage-

ment’s website: http://www.houstonoem.net

Severe Weather Awareness Week February 22-28

“Educate

yourself about

Thunderstorm,

Flood, Tornado

and Hurricane

Safety.”

Page 7February 2010

“Ready Houston.
Make a Plan.
Build a Kit.

Stay Informed.”



On January 27, 2010, City Council voted to ap-
prove the acquisition from Toter Incorporated of
57,557 green 96-gallon automated recycling con-
tainers (two-wheel carts) for a total of
$2,874,972.15 (to be purchased with federal
stimulus money under the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act of 2009). These carts will
be used to expand the City of Houston’s auto-
mated (single stream) recycling program.

Approximately 7,557 of the carts will be used as
replacements for existing carts that have become
damaged or stolen. The remaining 50,000 carts
will be used to expand the automated recycling
program, with approximately 30,000 carts being
used to convert green bin recycling customers
over to the automated program, and the remain-
ing 20,000 will be used to expand recycling to
areas not currently participating in any form of
recycling program.

The Automated Recycling Pilot Program, which
was initiated in Houston on March 11, 2009,
allows residents to place all recyclables
(newspapers, magazines, catalogs, phone books,
cardboard, plastic containers #1-7, glass, tin and
aluminum) into one single container without the
necessity of doing any sorting. This cuts down
on collection costs incurred by the Solid Waste
Management Department, diverts recyclable
materials from area landfills (saving both money
and space), and makes recycling much more
user-friendly to residents.

For more information on the automated recy-
cling program, please visit : http://
w w w . h o u s t o n t x . g o v / s o l i d w a s t e /
automatedrecycling.html

Houston Expands its Automated Recycling Program

Prohibited Yard Parking Program

the Prohibited Yard Parking Requirement Area
becomes effective for 20 years. Violation of the
ordinance constitutes a misdemeanor and the
violator can be fined up to $150.00 each day a
violation occurs. For additional information on
this program, you can contact Nathan Kraus at
( 7 1 3 ) 8 3 7 - 7 9 3 1 o r n a -
than.kraus@cityofhouston.net You can find an
application and a link to the ordinance by visit-
ing: http://www.houstontx.gov/planning/
ComPlanning/yardparking_prog.html

Several District G neighborhoods have applied
or already qualified for the program:

West Lane Place Civic Association
Briarmeadow Homeowners’ Association, Inc.
Ashford Hills Property Owners Association
Shadow Briar Community Association, Inc.
Westchester Owners Committee, Inc.
*Ashford Community Association, Inc.
**Briar Park Community Improvement Associa-
tion
**Memorial Bend Civic Association
**April Village/Lakeside Place Homeowners’
Association

On April 1, 2009, the Planning and Development
Department began accepting applications for
designation of Prohibited Yard Parking Areas
under Houston Code of Ordinances Section 28-
301 et. seq. The new ordinance is intended to
protect neighborhood property values, prevent
damage to the City of Houston’s underground
infrastructure, and stop the degradation of the
aesthetic appearance of single-family residential
areas. Parking of vehicles on any unimproved sur-
face in the front or side yard within single-family
residential areas will be prohibited where a Pro-
hibited Yard Parking Requirement Area has been
established. If you have this program in place,
you cannot park on the grass in your front or
side yard. You can continue to park on your
driveway or the street if otherwise allowed.

Who May Apply? An active homeowners’ asso-
ciation or civic club may apply or a homeowner
can gather support from 60% of the single family
residential property owners within the proposed
Prohibited Yard Parking Requirement Area. Ap-
plications are only accepted on the first two busi-
ness days of each month.

After the application is complete, the Planning and
Development Department mails a notice of the
application to every homeowner in the Prohibited
Yard Parking Requirement Area and homeowners
have an opportunity to file a protest and request
a hearing. Once approved, the establishment of
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“For Additional

Information on

the Prohibited

Yard Parking

Application

Process, contact:

Nathan Kraus at

(713) 837-7931”

* = Hearing Scheduled for February 24
** = Application Pending



The Kendall Neighborhood Library
609 N. Eldridge Parkway

Houston, TX 77079
(832) 393-1880

The new $10.8 million Belle Sherman Kendall
Neighborhood Library and Community Center
is scheduled to open to the public on February
22, 2010.

More information is available on the Houston
P u b l i c L i b r a r y W e b s i t e : h t t p : / /
www.houstonlibrary.org/kendall-neighborhood-
library.

The Kendall Library is the first three-story build-
ing in the Houston library system (containing
some 19,000 square feet), and the first to have a
drive-up window, where citizens will be able to
return books and pick up books they have re-
served. The library will feature 29 computer
stations plus additional laptops which are avail-
able for checkout and use within the library.

In addition to being a neighborhood library, the
facility is a community center with a half gym,
serves as a city park, and contains a trailhead to
Terry Hershey Park.

While the new Kendall Library is located in Dis-
trict A, just outside of the District G boundary,
it is anticipated that a large number of District G
residents will be served by the new library.

Kendall Neighborhood Library to Open February 22
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HPD Crime Monitoring Website

In an effort to increase public safety and crime
prevention awareness in Houston, the Houston
Police Department (HPD) has launched the
first phase of a new interactive crime tool for
citizens. The goal of this new crime statistics
website is to keep citizens informed of crime
occurring in areas where they live and work
and to help HPD in solving crimes.

Users can track and map crime trends in
neighborhoods throughout the city. Search for
crime incidents occurring as far back as 30 days
or as recent as within the last 24 hours by ad-

dress, city council district, police beat, super
neighborhood, or zip code. Additionally,
monthly Uniform Crime Report (UCR) Part 1
crimes by police beat and police district are
available in tabular data form dating back to
January 2006.

To view the new website, go to http://
mycity.houstontx.gov/crime/.

For additional information about the site, please
contact HPD Public Affairs at pub-
lic.affairs@cityofhouston.net or 713-308-3200.

Report Street Light Outages to CenterPoint

To report street light outages, either call Cen-
terPoint at 713-207-2222 or go online: http://
cnp.centerpointenergy.com/outage/

You will need the 6 digit Street Light Number
(found on the pole), the street light address,
and the type of service requested (Light Out,
Dim Light, Light Hanging, Pole Leaning, On All
Day, or Goes Off and On).

Street lights are typically placed 200 to 300 feet
apart for adequate roadway illumination. If the

issue is that you do not have enough street
lights, you need to complete a Street Lighting
Program Survey Request Form. http://
documents .publ icworks .houstontx.gov/
d o c u m e n t s / d i v i s i o n s / t r a f f i c /
snap_street_light_appl.pdf

On a major thoroughfare, new street lights are
installed for free. On a neighborhood street
where a new metal pole must be installed for a
new street light, there is an average charge of
$200.00 per new light.



In November 2008, the City of Houston adopted
a new Section 28-37 to the Houston Code of
Ordinances prohibiting the use of attention get-
ting devices within the City of Houston. City
Council determined that the extensive use and
proliferation of such devices contributes to urban
visual clutter and blight and adversely affects the
aesthetic environment and the safety and quality
of life for the community and the citizens of the
City.

In adopting this Ordinance, City Council noted
that Houston traffic remains among the worst in
the nation according to the Texas Transportation
Institute’s annual Urban Mobility Report, and any
impediment to safe driving in such heavy traffic
represents a hazard to the traveling motorist.
City Council also took notice of studies con-
ducted by the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration which identified driver inattention
as the single greatest cause of highway accidents
and near accidents, and that such studies have
also concluded that the causes of driver inatten-
tion often include off-road distractions as well as
those occurring on the driving surface.

Effective January 1, 2010, a new City Ordinance
prohibits any commercial business from placing
any attention getting device on any public or
private property within the City of Houston.

“Attention Getting Device” is defined as any-
thing placed so as to attract attention to any
commercial business including but not limited to
the following: banners, cut out figures, discs,
festooning, balloons, non-governmental flags,
pennants, propellers, steam- or smoke- produc-
ing devices, streamers, whirligigs, wind devices,
or any blinking, rotating, moving, chasing, flash-
ing, glaring, strobe, scintillating, search, flood or
spot lights, or similar devices. The definition
excludes any structure that is permitted under
the Houston Sign Code, Chapter 46 of the
Building Code.

The fine for a business displaying such attention
getting devices is $300-$500 per violation, with
each day a violation occurs constituting a sepa-
rate offense. For additional information, please
call the Sign Administration Division of the Pub-
lic Works Department at (713) 218-5801.

“Attention Getting Devices” Now Banned in Houston

File a Police Report Online

www.houstontx.gov/police/online_report.htm
This web site should NEVER be used to report
an emergency, a crime in progress, or any type
of injury (call 911 instead). The form CAN-
NOT be used if:

(a) any evidence exists (such as fingerprints,
burglary tools left behind, or any other
evidence that must be collected or proc-
essed by the police),

(b) if there is suspect information (such as a
license plate, surveillance photos, or a
physical description),

(c) if any type of force (use of a gun, knife or
bodily force) was used in the commission
of a crime, or involving the threat of force,

(d) any type of forced entry or break-in oc-
curred (burglary),

(e) if any injuries occurred, or
(f) if a vehicle was stolen.

To report a burglary or auto theft, call the HPD
non-emergency line 713-884-3131. You can
also file a police report at any HPD Patrol Sta-
tion or Storefront.

A minor police report can be filed online with the
Houston Police Department. The online form
can only be used to report:

(a) theft under $5,000 in value, non-vehicle re-
lated, when there are no suspects or wit-
nesses (example: your bicycle is stolen from
your garage and no one saw anything), or

(b) criminal mischief under $5,000 in value, non-
vehicle related, where there are no suspects
or witnesses (example: someone vandalized
your property and no one saw anything).

Furthermore, you can only use the online form if:

(1) you have access to a valid, functioning email
address, and

(2) you are the actual victim of the theft, loss or
criminal mischief (not a witness, relative,
friend, etc.), and

(3) the crime, loss or incident occurred inside
the city limits of Houston, Texas.

If you meet all of these requirements and wish to
file an online police report, visit: http://
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A commercial busi-
ness’ use of banners,
s t r e a m e r s , n o n -
governmental flags, or
search lights is now
banned



Electricity bills have skyrocketed over the last
five years. But many businesses and families
have paid less because they shopped around.
Others have chosen power from sources which
create far fewer harmful emissions.

We join the Mayor’s office in urging Housto-
nians to become informed electricity consum-
ers. Informed consumers have saved hundreds
of dollars on utility bills according to the Texas
Public Utility Commission. You should know
that your choice of electricity provider does
not affect the reliability of the service. Center-
Point Energy is solely responsible for that.

Houston residents have a choice when it comes
to their electricity provider. The City of Hous-
ton maintains a website where consumers can
shop for electricity providers, compare rates
and plans (fixed and variable), as well as search
for “green power” alternatives (solar and wind).
To view different rate plans, visit: http://
houstonconsumerchoice.com/home.asp, enter
your zip code in the blue box in the middle, and
then select your Plan Option (fixed price, non-
fixed price, or environmentally friendly renew-
able energy).

The State of Texas also maintains a website run
by the Public Utility Commission to educate
consumers about selecting a Retail Electric
Provider (REP). Simply visit: http://
www.powertochoose.org/_content/_compare/
compare.aspx, enter your zip code, and review
the offers.

According to the PUC, millions of Texans have
exercised their right to pick their REP and a plan
that is right for them. With such a wide variety
of electricity products and plans available in the
marketplace, you may find a plan that provides
you with significant savings, or provides more
certainty than your current plan, or supports
your “green” lifestyle. Some REPs also have
other value-added services like air conditioning
maintenance, rewards programs, or other cus-
tomer service benefits.

A few of the questions the PUC advises you

should ask yourself before switching your REP:

(1) Am I satisfied with my current REP?
(2) Do I have a contract with my current REP

that includes a cancellation fee?
(3) I am on an average monthly payment plan—

will it continue if I switch to a new REP?
(4) Will I have to pay a deposit?
(5) What if I miss a payment?
(6) Is there a cost to switch providers?

An analysis of these issues/questions to ask may
be found here: http://www.powertochoose.org/
_content/_switch/questions_to_ask.asp

If you have any questions about Houston Con-
sumer Electricity Choice, please contact Ana
Shah at the City of Houston at (832) 393-8026.

Houston Electricity Choice
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Corral The Grease Program

The Corral The Grease Program is a public
education project aimed to prevent blockages in
sewer pipes caused by pouring FOGs (Fats, Oils
and Grease) down the drain. When warm in
the sink, FOGs float and are liquid, but when
they cool inside the sewer pipes they turn to
solids. This accumulation of solidified FOGs
inside sewer pipes restricts the free flow of
sewage, overloading the system, and causing
sewage to overflow into streets, yards and
storm ditches, eventually polluting the bayous
and then out into Galveston Bay.

The most practical way to reduce FOGs from
entering the sewer pipes in residential applica-
tions (commercial establishments are required
to install grease traps) is for residents to collect

their grease in containers (e.g., used cans, glass
jars, etc.) and then dispose of the cooled, so-
lidified, grease with their regular solid waste.
DO NOT POUR FOGs DOWN THE DRAIN
(or in the toilet). Other items that should not
be placed in the garbage disposal include meat
fats, shortening, butter and margarine, coffee
grounds and filters, paper towels, diapers, femi-
nine hygiene products, hair, chewing gum, and
plastics. Scrape fats, grease and food from
plates into the trash, not the garbage disposal.
Consider using coffee cans, pet food cans, or
food jars that you already have in your home.

For more information, visit:
http://www.corralthegrease.org

“If you have any

questions about
Houston Consumer
Electricity Choice,

please contact
Ana Shah at

(832) 393-8026.”



Flooding is a prevalent issue in Dis-
trict G resulting from aging or under-
designed infrastructure, changing
drainage patterns from new construc-
tion and from constrictions in the
flow of Buffalo Bayou. I have at-
tended a number of meetings on ma-
jor flooding in the Gessner Interstate
Highway 10 area down to Buffalo
Bayou, Turkey Creek watershed near
Dairy Ashford, Briargrove Park, and
had described to me minor flooding
in a number of other subdivisions. I
have ascertained the facts on each of
the flood situations and have passed

that information along to the City
Council Committee on Flooding and
Drainage, TIRZ 17 and the City of
Houston Public Works Department. I
have asked those groups to proceed
with the investigation of the causes of
the flooding and possible remedies. I
will continue my efforts to resolve the
flooding issues. I believe that Mayor
Parker is committed to addressing the
flooding issues. Please contact me if
you are aware of flooding issues which
need to be addressed.

Spotlight on Flooding & Drainage
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If you would like to receive
periodic emails from
Mayor Annise D. Parker
and the City of Houston on
topics of interest to you
and your neighborhood,
please go to http://
www.houstontx.gov and

register with CitizensNet

3-1-1

Cell phone or VOIP:
713-837-0311

District G Staff:

John Moss
Chief of Staff
(832) 393-3271

Mark F. Kirschke
Director of Communications
(832) 393-3267

Mary Harmon
Constituent Services
(832) 393-3272

Christina F. Manero
Volunteer Coordinator
(832) 393-3270

Keep Houston Beautiful Day April 10

Saturday, April 10, is Keep Houston Beautiful Day. This is Houston’s signature event of the
Great American Cleanup, the largest one-day neighborhood cleanup and beautification
event in Houston.

For more than 25 years, Keep Houston Beautiful has been making our great city shine.
From helping neighborhoods organize cleanups to their nationally recognized Clean
Neighborhoods program that is the foundation of neighborhood-oriented government, they
are always at the forefront of beautification and urban transformation.

If your neighborhood, civic association, church, school or other group needs information on
how to organize and conduct a cleanup event, please visit: http://www.houstonbeautiful.org/
links.htm#1 Keep Houston Beautiful also maintains a warehouse filled with all sorts of tools
you can use during your cleanup event. For a form you can download that will explain how
to reserve tools and supplies, visit: http://www.houstonbeautiful.org/documents/
KHBcleanupForms_003.pdf

If your group is planning an event in District G on Keep Houston Beautiful Day, please send
us an email with the time and place and a description of the event. Please also plan on sub-
mitting pictures and stories to us after the event for possible inclusion in our newsletter.


