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What is a Brownfield?



 
Any property where redevelopment is 
complicated by real or perceived 
environmental contamination. 



 
Largely associated with former 
commercial and industrial properties.
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Some Houston area examples are:
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Potential Re-use of 
Brownfields

1. Mixed Used Developments
2. Parks and Outdoor Recreation
3. Entertainment and Public Spaces
4. Professional Sports Arena and Practice Fields
5. Commercial Re-Use
6. Urban Revitalization Projects 
7. Green space, Parks, Trails and Bikeways



Why We’re All Here
• The City of Houston is applying for up to 

$200,000 for Phase I and II Site Assessment 
Funds

• The City of Houston is applying for up to 
$200,000 to clean up three separate sites 

• The City of Houston is applying for $1 million 
through the EPA Revolving Loan Fund in 
partnership with Houston Galveston Area 
Council.

• We want your comments.



Assessments

Phase I and II Site Assessment Funds will provide :
• assessment of a site contaminated by 

hazardous substances, pollutants, or 
contaminants (including hazardous substances 
co-mingled with petroleum).

• investigation of real property.
• opportunity for owner of property or an 

applicant with potential site under contract for 
purchase at time of application.



Phase I Assessments
• means an investigation of real property,
• conducted by environmental professionals,
• to investigate for the presence or likely presence 

of a release or a substantial threat of a release 
of a hazardous substance



Phase II Assessments
• Conducted as an additional assessment of the 

potentially contaminated land.  
• This phase of assessment may include sampling 

of soil, water, air or building material.



Clean Up
• The City of Houston is applying for up to $200,000 for 

three separate sites;  to clean up  sites contaminated by 
hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants 
(including hazardous substances co-mingled with 
petroleum).

• Provides your entity funding to carry out cleanup activities 
at Brownfield sites. 

• The establishment of cleanup options and cost estimates 
based on future uses and redevelopment plans.  

• These funds may be used to address sites contaminated 
by petroleum and hazardous substances, pollutants, or 
contaminants. 



Revolving Loan Fund
• Houston Galveston Area Council is applying for 

funds directly from the EPA.
• The City of Houston is participating on the 

application with H-GAC and requesting $1 Million 
as a coalition partner.

• If funds are received, we will be able to make 
sub grantee loans for clean up and development 
of Brownfield Sites.



Results Observed During the 
Total 14 Year History of the 

Houston Brownfields Program:
• 26 completed redevelopment projects on 

Program-associated brownfields represent:
• More than 1300 acres restored to beneficial use,
• $1.6 million in delinquent taxes recovered,
• $4,373,695 in annual property taxes, 
• $716 million in investment for cleanup and 

redevelopment,
• Nearly 1,000 residential units, and
• Over 3,700 jobs.
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Examples within The City 
of Houston’s Portfolio of 
Successful Brownfield 

Redevelopment Projects



Wildcat Golf Club
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12000 Almeda Road, Houston, Texas

450 acre site

Former municipal solid waste landfill

Methane gas extraction and disposal system installed in 2000

Brownfields Program participated in coordination of City and community involvement

Redeveloped into a 36-hole golf course which includes 85 acres of lakes, 30 acres of wetlands, and 70 acres of native vegetation 

Completed May, 2002

Development costs (with cleanup): $25 Million







Tony Marron Park
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808 N. York Street, Houston, Texas

19.1 acre site

Formerly – construction co., truck maintenance

Became an undeveloped City Park in 1987

Cleanup needed: UST removal

Brownfields Program coordinated TCEQ assistance for assessment and cleanup of the site

Redeveloped into soccer fields, picnic pavilion, playground, trails, and greenspace

Opened on November 13, 2005

Development costs (with cleanup): $2.3 Million





Sterrett St. Townhomes
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801 Richey Street, Houston, Texas

1.9 acre site

Former paint manufacturing plant

Historical structures from the 1800’s, the Fifth Ward Grocery, the Fifth Ward Hotel, and a barber shop were preserved and are now law offices and an architectural firm

Cleanup required building demolition and petroleum storage tank removal

The Brownfields Program assisted by providing an environmental site assessment

Site is has been redeveloped into 18 townhomes

Development costs (with cleanup): $7 Million (est.)



Minute Maid Park
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501 Crawford Street, Houston, Texas

38.5 acre site

Former railway station, rail yard and industrial area

Cleanup of the site consisted of asbestos abatement, building demolition, pulling 13 USTs, excavation of 440,000 yards of soil, and an archaeological excavation 

Won a Phoenix Award at the EPA’s Brownfields 2000 Conference in Atlantic City, New Jersey on October 13, 2000.

Created 223 new jobs

Opened March, 2000

Development costs (with cleanup): $310 Million



Hobby Center
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810 Bagby Street, Houston, Texas

7 acre site

Former Sam Houston Coliseum location

Cleanup needed: UST removal, soil excavation, UST removal, asbestos/lead-based paint abatement, chemical drums disposal

Created 200 new jobs

Opened May, 2002

Development costs (with cleanup): $92 Million



What is available for you?
1. Assistance with Site Selection
2. Funding for your due diligence purchase; Phase I 

and II assessments.
3. Assistance finding opportunity to redevelop 

Brownfield property.
4. Pathway for you with the State controlling 

agencies such as Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Texas Commission of Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) and the Texas Railroad Commission.  
(TRRC).
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We are looking forward to 
hearing from you and 

having you be a partner 
in our applications to 

the EPA!
Thank you
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Comments
• Please take this time to fill out a comment form.
• Use comment forms to suggest usage for funds or note other suggestions or 

concerns.
• Staff will be available to accept your comments until [insert time].
• Comment forms will be available on our website www.houstonbrownfield.org 

and will be accepted until October 12th, 2009.
• Contact us at:

City of Houston
Public Works and Engineering

Planning and Development Services
Brownfields Redevelopment Program
611 Walker Avenue, 19th Floor

Houston, Texas 77002

Phone 713-837-7978 or by email to 
Shannon.Teasley@cityofhouston.net
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