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HOUSTON FIRE DEPARTMENT
PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE

MEDIA ALERT 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
January 6, 2009 

CONTACT: HFD Public Affairs, 713-495-7900

  

Grand Opening of State of The Art Training Facility 

WHAT: A grand opening ceremony, ribbon cutting and open house will be held for 
the Houston Fire Department Officer Development Center and Training Simulator. 

WHEN: Wednesday, January 7, 2009  
Ceremony and Ribbon Cutting at 10 a.m. 
Open House/Tours (for invited guest, area fire departments, and media) 9 a.m. - 3 
p.m.  

WHERE: HFD Val Jahnke Training Academy 
8030 Braniff Rd. off Telephone, just south of Hobby Airport 

DETAILS: Fire Chief Phil Boriskie and other HFD officials will officially open the 
new Houston Fire Department Officer Development Center and Training Simulator 
Officer Development Center (ODC) is a state of the art training facility, designed to 
shape and mold a fire officer’s decision-making process. 

After a year of construction at a cost of 2.6 million dollars, the 10,000 square foot 
ODC, designed by firefighters, will provide realistic fire situations that an officer 
may encounter while on a call in the field. 

Whether the outcome is good or bad, the ODC plays an instrumental role in 
preparing the officer and giving him or her confidence in mitigating any fire 
situation safely and proficiently. Continual training in the decision making process 
of the officer at any level is of the utmost importance when it comes to the lives of 
the many firefighters on duty and the lives of the possible victims involved on every 
scene that is made. It is in their hands that lives are saved, lives are protected and 
situations are controlled in a safe and effective manner. The ODC provides a giant 
step towards the best possible outcome in any 
situation and supports our quest to keep our firefighters safe. 

  

 

Help Us Help You. 
Working Smoke Detectors Save Lives!  

 


