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Houston Fire Department Asks Public for Help in Seeking a Person of
Interest for Arson Fires in Southwest Houston

The Houston Fire Department requests the public’s help in seeking the person(s) responsible for arson
fires started at homes and apartments in southwest Houston. Arson investigators have identified more
than a dozen fires in the area bounded by Eldridge, Wilcrest, Richmond and Beechnut that may be related.

About nine of the fires occurred within a short period of time in late-April and early-May. Since then,
HFD Arson has had a very active investigation. This has turned up a video that provides some information
of a general description of a person wanted for questioning.

Arson investigators began reviewing cases that occurred earlier than the core grouping of fires and
determined that there were other fires that appeared to be similar in origin.

In most cases the damage has been a few thousand dollars worth of property. In about three cases the
damage was more severe. There have been no reported injuries as a result of these fires.

“Our investigation has been aggressive and that investigation has netted us important information,” said
Chief Investigator Gabe Cortez. “But we also believe the eyes and ears of the public can help us be
successful in our effort. So far, property damage has been the extent of the fire. We don’t want this to go
any further.”

“This is a case where the power of the public to observe and report any suspicious activity can be key to
solving this case,” said Amy Smith, Director of Public Relations for Crime Stoppers of Houston. “We are
offering a reward of up to $5000 dollars for information that leads to the arrest and prosecution of the
person responsible for these crimes.

The Houston Fire Department has requested and received the cooperation of the Houston Police
Department and Harris County Precinct 5 Constable in efforts to be on the look out for any suspicious
person that may be responsible for the fire.

Anyone who believes they may have information on these crimes is asked to call Crime Stoppers at 222-
T-1-P-S.
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