Building Services Department 

Request for Qualifications (RFQ)

For

Qualified Participants In The City of Houston

WEATHERIZATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (WAP)
The City of Houston, Building Services Department (BSD), on behalf of the Mayor’s Office, invites responses from Qualified Participants interested in providing Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP) services to Houston residents.

 The City of Houston is embarking on a broad based energy efficiency program targeted at the residential sector to promote and administer weatherization of existing homes within the city limits.  BSD will engage neighborhood by neighborhood through local leaders and individual homeowners to encourage participation in the weatherization effort.  A standardized offering will be promoted to individual homeowners to be implemented by Qualified Participants.  Sign-up forms will be given to the contractors qualified through this process to carry out the weatherization of the individual homes.  Participation by contractors in this effort should significantly reduce costs associated with their demand generation (e.g., marketing, customer sign-ups, etc).  

Qualified Participants will provide the following WAP services:

· Visually inspect homes and evaluate.  Before proceeding to pressure test home report on any obvious deficiencies making recommendations for improvement, e.g., to possibly replace inefficient weather-stripping around exterior doors, tape leaking ductwork in attic, to completely add, or add to attic insulation, caulk exterior windows, and maybe wrap water heater and insulate its piping, etc.

· Pressure test homes to determine air tightness, i.e., perform Blower Door Testing.

After pressure testing then finalize previous observation report and recommending any WAP services that may be needed as follows:

· Add/replace weather-stripping of exterior doors;

· Add/replace caulking around exterior of windows;

· Wrap water heater and insulate its piping;

· Replace light bulbs with compact fluorescent lights (CFLs); and possibly

· Add attic insulation (blown-in), or add to existing attic insulation to increase its R-Value.

Responses from Qualified Participants shall be delivered to the City Secretary of the City of Houston, in the Margaret Westerman Building (a.k.a. City Hall Annex), Public Level, 900 Bagby Street, Houston, TX 77002, at or before 2:00 p.m., local time, Monday, May 14, 2007. Late submittals will not be accepted.  All submittals must be provided in a sealed envelope labeled on the outside with the Qualified Participants name, the name of the Project WAP Services, and BSD.

A detailed Request For Qualifications (RFQ) document will be available beginning Friday, May 4, 2007, at BSD’s receptionist located on the 2nd floor at City Hall Annex, 900 Bagby Street, Houston, Texas and http://www.houstontx.gov/buildingservices.  The detailed requirements for submittals are described in the RFQ.  

The City will welcome any questions regarding this solicitation.  Direct questions to Ms. Sydney Igleheart, Sr. Communications Specialist, Director's Office, BSD, 900 Bagby, 2nd floor, Houston, Texas 77002, Office Phone No. 713-437-6129, Fax: 713-437-6859, or e-mailed to Sydney.Igleheart@cityofhouston.net.
Dated:









       (Publish Friday, May 4, 2007 and May 11, 2007)

Anna Russell








City Secretary

