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September 8, 2022 
 
Committee on Transportation 
Texas House of Representatives 
 
Re: Tools Available to Reduce the Unprecedented Increase in Fatalities on Texas Roads: Vision Zero 
 
 
Dear Transportation Committee Members, 
 
For years, Texas’ roads have been unsafe for all travelers. Last year was one of the most aggressive and dangerous in our 
city, where 331 people died and 1,620 were seriously injured on Houston’s roads. That means, almost one person died each 
day on our streets, and close to five people were seriously injured per day.  Speeding, unsafe maneuvers, and impairment 
were the highest factors contributing to those crashes. The majority of victims were low income and minority populations. 
 
These unsafe conditions are not a foregone conclusion; we can prevent people from continuing to die on our roadways.  
 
Houston Vision Zero’s program is an interdepartmental and interagency collaborative effort.  Working with our City 
partners, TxDOT, Harris County, METRO, Harris County, and more, we aim to shift the transportation paradigm and 
eliminate fatalities and serious injuries on our roads by 2030.  
 
To advance in this effort, we follow the principles of the Safe System approach: Death and serious injuries are unacceptable, 
humans make mistakes and are vulnerable, and the responsibility is shared.  The best way to advance our common goal to 
make the streets safe for all, is through partnership and commitment to the following recommended practices: 

• Apply a Safe Systems approach providing multiple opportunities to create a safer environment and minimizing 
points of failure. 

• Design streets based on context; neighborhood and community streets have different functions and should have 
different features than interstate highways.  Speed limits should also be specific to local context. 

• Plan for all transportation modes, to balance the demand on the entire transportation system. 
 

We encourage the State of Texas to follow a similar approach.  No loss of life is acceptable on the roads in Houston or 
anywhere in Texas. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
David Fields, AICP 
Chief Transportation Planner 


	Sylvester Turner

