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September 13, 2022 
 
The Honorable Paul Bettencourt 
P.O. Box 2910 
Austin, Texas 78768 
 

To the Members of the Senate Committee on Local Government, 

Thank you for the opportunity to address the charge on so called “Taxpayer Funded 
Lobbying.” The City of Houston is happy to discuss how we use funds for political 
lobbying, the transparency of those funds for the public, and how those funds are used 
for the taxpayers’ interests. 

First, the City of Houston has two primary lobby contracts that deal with representation 
at the State of Texas and the federal government. As the Director of Government 
Relations, it is my job to oversee these contracts.  

The details of the lobby contracts are listed on the Government Relations portion of the 
City of Houston’s website. My office has created a stand-alone page – making it the first 
item when typing “City of Houston lobby contracts” into popular search engines – that 
provides information on these contacts. 

 It details when both the state and federal lobby contacts were voted on by City 
Council.  
 

 It details the membership in the Texas Municipal League, the dates of Council 
approval, and the total amount of dues paid to TML. 
 

 It provides a link to the PDF copies of the contracts, and in the case of the state 
lobby contracts, a collection going back to 2009. 

These contracts are often approved in unanimous votes and to my knowledge as 
Government Relations Director for the City of Houston since April of 2016, have never 
had a single public speaker appear before City Council regarding lobby contracts.  

Given there is no question with regards to how taxpayer funds are used by the City of 
Houston, the subjective question of “taxpayers’ interest” is best answered by the 
transparency efforts of our Legislative Reports. 

Since 2017, the City of Houston has offered thorough online reports, detailing the 
actions the Government Relations team has taken during the session. Starting in 2021, 
we have been able to post every piece of written testimony that the City has offered on 



 
 
 
 
our site, including the text of this testimony – which is already posted on our 2022 
Interim link. 

It should be noted how immense the full range of city issues are before the Texas 
Legislature. From policing and fire protection issues to pension and homelessness  
policy, there is perhaps no other entity that must monitor, advocate, and defend the 
positions that allow local government to operate most efficiently. 

Questions regarding what cities use their lobbying resources to promote or oppose at the 
Legislature should be answered with transparency rather than debating definitions of 
“interest.” Frankly, the “interest” for many issues comes not from actions taken but 
instead inaction and underfunding. 

The City of Houston under Mayor Turner has taken a special interest in the access of 
behavioral health services. Given the State of Texas has ranked last in Mental Health 
America’s 2022 ranking for the accessibility of mental health services, the Houston 
Police Department has been tasked with responding to what should be medical 
interventions. HPD has responded by creating a Mental Health Division specializing in 
programs and training for behavior health interventions that are left for law 
enforcement to respond. 

The transparency of those efforts to promote behavioral health investments and policy 
are outlined in the in the 2017, 2019, and 2021 Legislative Reports. 

It is clear that any questions regarding how funds are used, the transparency of those 
actions, and the “interest” served by the investment in lobbying dollars are answered by 
the Houston Mayor’s office. 

We appreciate the opportunity to address local governments investment in lobbying. 
Neither City Council nor the public have indicated problems with this spending. The 
transparency efforts have helped to highlight those specific areas that Houston takes a 
special interest in promoting. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Bill Kelly 
Director, Mayor’s Office of Government Relations 


	Sylvester Turner

