
MEDICARE ALERT! 
 

Every year, Medicare beneficiaries get to explore new choices and pick the plans 
that work best for them. This year, the Open Enrollment period is starting early 

– on October 15 – and ending sooner – December 7, 2011.  
 

If you make a change during this period your new coverage will begin on 
January 1, 2012.   
 
If you want to join a plan or switch plans, do so as soon as possible so you will 
have your membership card when your coverage begins, and you can get your 
prescriptions filled without delay. 
 
Most Medicare beneficiaries should choose a “Part D” plan to help them pay for 
prescription drugs. 
If you have limited income, you may qualify for one or both of the following: 
 

Limited Income Subsidy (LIS) or Extra Help To: 
 Reduce Your Prescription cost 
 Pay your Medicare Part D premiums and deductibles 

 
                                             OR 
 

The Medicare Savings Program Can Help To: 
 Pay your Medicare Part B premiums, if you qualify. 

 
 
Counselors are available to assist you with your Medicare questions and in 
applying for your EXTRA HELP.  If you qualify for EXTRA HELP, you can Join, 
Switch or Drop a Medicare Plan at any time during the plan year.  
 
To apply, contact the Harris County Area Agency on Aging at  
832-393-4301, toll free at 1-800-213-8471, Monday – Friday, 8:00 am – 5:00 pm. 
or via email to aging@houstontx.gov. 
 
 
 
 
 


