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You dropped off the sputum sample with Fred--now what? 

Once samples are received in central processing, they are accessioned in Cyberlab and then racked.  The racks of samples are brought to the TB lab in a plastic bin on a cart. The racks are placed in the refrigerator for the person who will process the samples.  
[image: Tricia suited up]SENSITIVE TO RIPE? 
MTB Drug Susceptibility Test
(Day 21-28)

HOW INFECTIOUS IS THE PT?
Direct fluorescent AFB smear 
(Day 1)

Receive sputum from HTBC staff
IDENTIFIED: 
M. Tuberculosis Complex
(Day 14-21)

IDENTIFIED:
Nontuberculous mycobacteria (NTM)
(Day 4-14)

Positive for AFB? Is it really MTB?
IDENTIFY THE GROWTH:
HPLC or DNA Probe
(Day 14-21)
GROWTH: Does it look like MTB? 
AFB Smear (Ziehl-Neelsen method)
(Day 4-21)
NO GROWTH: 
Culture Negative for AFB
(42 days)

OVERGROWN: Contaminated culture
(By Day 7)

TRY AND GROW SOMETHING: Inoculate solid media and liquid-based media
(Day 1)

HIGH SUSPICION OF TB? 
Perform a NAAT
(Day 1-3)

Suiting up for work
Laboratory Central Processing
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