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Highlights

· Since the beginning of the new flu season which started on October 4, 2010, there has been no influenza related death reported to Bureau of Epidemiology (BOE) in the Houston area.
· Surveillance from Houston sentinel clinics shows that both influenza A (72.44%) and B (26.67%) are circulating. 

· Influenza A/H3 (71.78%) is the most common Influenza A subtype.  

· Based on the specimens tested so far, 28.22% of Influenza A cases are identified as Novel Influenza A H1/N1.
· The proportions ER visits due to respiratory and constitutional syndromes are similar to visits during previous years (2006 – 2010).
· Reporting of influenza cases was highest in February. 
· Texas Children’s Hospital (TCH) reported a steady increase in Influenza A and B while Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) activity slightly decreases between January 23 and February 19. 
· Kelsey-Seybold Clinic (KSC) reported a gradual increase in Influenza A while Influenza B and RSV remain steady between December 27, 2010 and January 22, 2011.
Table 1: Active Surveillance (Sentinel Providers)
	Specimen results by PCR for:
	Feb 13 - Feb 19, 2011
	Cumulative From October 4, 2010

	Total Specimens Tested
	89
	471

	

	Influenza A
	
	163

	· A/Novel H1N1
	10
	46

	· A/H1
	0
	0

	· A/H3
	29
	117

	· A/Subtype Pending
	0
	**

	· A/Unsubtypable*
	0
	**

	
	
	

	Influenza B
	17
	60

	

	Negative
	33
	214


Note: The data is current as of the date it is reported.

    * Sent to CDC for further sero-typing and results are received periodically.

** Numbers may change as additional results become available and added to appropriate categories
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*Flu A & B are positive by PCR.

*Numbers as reported by providers.  These numbers may change as results are received from the lab.

At this point in the season, the trend shows a peak for both influenza A & B in the second week of February.  Influenza B was detected before influenza A in the current season (MMWR week 40).. Although the number of Influenza A reports is consistently larger than Influenza B, the trends for both are parallel at MMWR weeks 5 and 6. Novel Influenza A/H1N1 was not detected until MMWR week 1 and peaked at MMWR week 5 so far. 
Passive Surveillance (Non-sentinel) 

As of February 23, 2011: 268 cases were reported for this season. There are 256 Influenza A cases, 11 Influenza B cases and 1 Influenza A and B co-infection. Influenza reporting for the 2010 season was highest in February.
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  *Count is by date reported to HDHHS 
Influenza Related Pediatric Death 

At this time, there have been no Influenza-related pediatric deaths reported for the current season.
Proportion of School Absenteeism: All Grades, HISD 2010 
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· Screen shot from Texas PHIN portal Roll Call application.
· Reported school weeks run from Wednesday to Wednesday.
· The big spike is an artifact in the data feed.
Syndromic Surveillance
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[image: image5.emf]Constitutional-Related ER Visits
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*Big spikes  in the graphs are attributed to data drops in the syndromic surveillance program.
Texas Children’s Hospital 

Influenza A was the most common virus seen. The activity for both flu A and B has increased in the month of February. Also, RSV has stayed stable, dropping slightly in the last reported week   
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Kelsey-Seybold Clinic Report 

Kelsey Seybold clinic tested 2595 specimens between September 1, 2010 and January 22, 2011.  The weekly influenza positive rate remains flat until December 4, 2010.  Then it gradually increases and peaks on January 17-22 (24%) currently.  Influenza A accounts for majority of the cases.  This trend confirms an increase in flu activities.  RSV activity precedes influenza activity (October 18 December 6).  
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