Grease Trap Management and Responsibility

What is a Grease Trap?
A grease trap is a device that prevents oil, grease and undesirable matter from being discharged into the city sanitary sewer system. Automatic dishwashers, 2 or 3 compartment sinks, mop sinks, and floor drains are the plumbing fixtures that flow into the grease trap.

What is a Sample Well?
A sample well is located downstream from a grease trap and provides City inspectors access to sample the outflow from the grease trap.

What is a Transporter?

A person who accepts waste that originates from a location within the City and who uses the public rights-of-way for transportation of the waste.

What is a Waste manifest?

A manifest is a form approved by the health officer to document the collection, transfer, and disposal of grease trap waste.

What is a TCEQ number?

The TCEQ number is the unique identification number on the permit that is issued for the grease trap.

What is FOG?

Fats, oils, and grease ARE any petroleum or mineral based oils and greases.  It also includes animal and vegetable based fats.

Who Needs A Grease Trap?

All establishments that prepare and serve food to the public regardless of size are required to have a grease trap and a sample well. Some establishments may have multiple grease traps. This is dependent on the size of the business, type of food served and size of each trap.

Grease traps are usually located outside the building near the kitchen area; some mechanical traps may be located inside the kitchen. Those mechanical traps inside the kitchen must be fitted with gaskets to prevent leakage of sewer gas.

Registration Requirement

All grease traps located in the city limits of Houston must be registered with the City of Houston Department of Health and Human Services (HDHHS). It is unlawful for any person to act as a generator at any site without a current and valid FOG permit. New restaurants are required to register upon opening of the facility.  The applicant shall submit a nonrefundable annual fee of $50.00 for each interceptor with each original and renewal application for a generator permit. The payment of $50.00 for all grease traps may be submitted during the annual renewal of their Food Dealers Permit (Fig.1). A fee of $25.00 shall be required for each permit that is lost or misplaced only for the site to which it is issued.  All information that is pertinent to the location will be 
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present on the permit, including name and address of the establishment, permit start and end date, type of permit, and the TCEQ registration number.  The TCEQ number is the unique number that is assigned to each grease trap at the location, and upon request from the transporter this number is used on the waste manifest

The permit must be conspicuously posted at the site to which it pertains and upon request of the transporter or regulatory authority, the generator shall specify the location at which the certificate is posted and make it available for verification.
Additionally, a notarized copy of grease trap measurement of the holding capacity must be submitted to HDHHS.

Food Establishment Owner/Operator’s Responsibilities

All grease traps must be maintained to prevent excessive oil and grease and other contaminates from flowing into the sanitary sewer system. The limit set by the city council for free-floating or emulsified oil or grease is 400 parts per million (PPM). It is the responsibility of the generator to fully evacuate their grease trap at least once every 90 days.  A generator may need to evacuate more frequently than once every 90 days if the discharge exceeds the discharge parameter or if there is a history of non-compliance. A Notice of Waiver may be submitted to the Health Department located at 7411 Park Place if the generator has a request to reduce the cleaning to a minimum period of 180 days.  The Notice of Waiver is granted based on compliance with the ordinance and the completion of the application.

Grease Trap Maintenance Methods

Only two methods are currently approved for maintenance of a grease trap: Physical removal of the waste by special waste transporters and on-site treatment by biological pretreatment companies.

Special Waste Transporter:  

All special waste transporters that operate within the city limits of Houston must be permitted with the City. There are three classes of waste permits issued to special waste transporters by the City. Class "A" is for septic waste, class "B" is for grease trap waste, sewage sludge, portable toilet and class "C" is industrial non-hazardous waste. Only Class B or C transporters can remove and haul grease trap waste. It is the responsibility of the generator to ensure that no unpermitted transporter removes, or causes to be removed, waste at the site. The transporter must display a valid and current registration decal (Fig. 2). Additionally, drivers and operators of special waste trucks must carry identification cards issued by the City. The restaurant owner and manager must verify the ID card of driver and operator to ensure that it is current and valid. All generator problems related to transporter, manifest or responsibilities can be addressed by calling (713) 640 4399.
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 Secondary Transporter 

A secondary transporter receives waste from the primary transporter at an approved transfer station and takes the waste to a disposal site.

 Biological Pretreatment Service Companies
These are the companies permitted by the City to treat grease trap waste on site. Additives such as enzymes or microbes are used to digest waste in the grease trap. All owners and operators of these companies are issued a permit and identification cards each permit year.   Restaurant owners, managers and or operators must verify this identification card before allowing any biological pretreatment service company to begin servicing their grease trap.

Waste Manifest
The Waste Manifest is a five-part pre-numbered form used to document the collection, transfer and disposal of Class B or C waste (excluding portable toilet waste). All permitted Class B or C special waste transporters are supplied with manifests by HDHHS as needed. A Company representative must sign the manifest ledger to acknowledge the receipt of issued manifests. Manifest accountability is one of the utilized monitoring processes.

Each of the manifests' five parts is color-coded: White, Yellow, Pink, Green and Goldenrod.

White -Generator's copy. This copy must be given to the generator by the transporter after the waste is removed from the interceptor and the manifest is completed, and signed by both the site manager and the transporter. 

Yellow - Generator's Return copy. This copy must be returned to the generator by the transporter within 15 Calendar days from the date waste was removed from the site. This copy must show disposal information.

Pink - Transporter's copy. The transporter keeps this copy for the purpose of compiling monthly activity reports. Transporters must submit this copy to HDHHS as part of their monthly report. The designated officer reviews the manifests for violations. Information on the manifests is entered in the manifest database. The manifests are returned to the transporters who must keep them for a minimum of five (5) years.

Green - Secondary Transporter's copy. Treated in the same way as the pink copy.

Goldenrod - Disposal Copy. The disposal site retains this copy. Copy must be retained for minimum of five (5) years.

Responsibilities

1. It is the responsibility of all generators to ensure that no unpermitted transporter is allowed to remove waste from the site.

2. It is the responsibility of all generators to verify that the grease trap has been fully evacuated and that all generator information on the manifest is correct and accurate.

3. It is the responsibility of the generator to keep the yellow and white original manifest onsite for a period of five years (Fig.3).
4. It is the responsibility of all permitted transporters to make sure that they have an adequate supply of manifests on hand.

5. Both the waste generator and the transporter must complete and sign the appropriate sections of the manifest before the transporter leaves the generator site with the waste. The white copy is left with the generator at the time the waste is picked up.

6. The transporter retains the yellow, green, pink and goldenrod copies and has four days to deliver the waste to a registered disposal site.

7. The disposal site manager completes and signs the Disposal Information Section of the yellow, pink, and goldenrod (and green if applicable) copies of the manifest.

8. The transporter must return the yellow copy of the waste manifest to the generator within fifteen (15) calendar days of date waste was picked up. This copy shall have all required information completed in its entirety.

9. Generators must call (713) 640-4399 if the yellow copy is not received within 15 calendar days.

*FALSIFICATION OF THE SOLID/SPECIAL WASTE MANIFEST IS PUNISHABLE BY A FINE UP TO $20,000*
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