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Mr. Richard R. Farias is the founder, President and CEO of the American Latino 
Center for Research, Education & Justice (ALCREJ), a community based, non-
profit organization whose mission is to advance the American Latino experience 
through education, social justice and economic development. He has formerly 
founded and served as President and CEO of the Tejano Center for Community 
Concerns, Inc., a community based, non-profit organization since 1992. The 
Agency’s mission is to improve life opportunities for low-income children and 
families through the provision of educational, social and health services and 
community development initiatives.  Among other very successful initiatives, 
Farias is credited with starting a very successful community based Juvenile 
Justice Intervention Program in collaboration with the Harris County Juvenile 
Probation Department.  
 
Prior to that, Mr. Farias served as Executive Director of the Association for the 
Advancement of Mexican Americans (AAMA) and directed the nationally 
recognized George I. Sanchez Alternative High School for over six years, 
developed program for youthful drug offenders, HIV/Aids prevention and 
treatment, and residential treatment for Inhalant Abusers and abused/neglected 
and homeless children. 
 
Mr. Farias also has extensive experience in both the juvenile justice system (he 
worked in the Juvenile Justice System in Harris County for over sixteen years) 
and public health education reform. His Raul Yzaguirre Charter, one of the first 
twenty charters in Texas, has grown from 100 students in 1996 to 1250 
students in 2010, Pre-k through twelve. The successful and creative elements of 
the School have caught the attention of educators across the country.  In 1999 
Mr. Farias was invited to the White House by First Lady Hillary Clinton, to 
address charter leaders of Washington, D.C.  Mr. Farias has also presented at 
the Texas Charter School Annual Conferences and the NCLR Annual 
Conference.  
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