
  

Power washing driveways and parking lots 

The waste water from pressure washing of driveways and parking lots is 
allowed to flow into the storm sewer system as long as no cleaning 
chemicals are used and the areas being washed are not contaminated 
with any pollutants (such as but not limited to oils and grease).  

Pressure washing is addressed in Chapter 47 of the City of Houston Code of 
Ordinances. 47-741 (a) states "a person commits an offense...by introducing into 
the MS4 (storm sewer) any discharge not composed entirely of storm water. A 
pressure washing operation generating contaminants to the storm would not be 
legal. 

The person doing the washing would have to contain the wastes and transport 
these wastes to a disposal facility. This requires a special waste transporting 
permit through the HDHHS Bureau of Public Health Engineering.  

However, 47-741 (b) (10) states it is an affirmative defense to any enforcement 
action if the discharge is composed entirely of one of the following...pavement 
wash waters provided cleaning chemicals are not used." 

For more information
http://www.ci.houston.tx.us/codes/codes47-12.pdf 


