
 

Tall weeds, trash, tires, rodent nuisances 
 
 
The Neighborhood Protection Corps (of the Houston Police Department) seeks to improve the quality of life 
in neighborhoods by reducing blight and substandard living conditions. Here is a brief list of violations and the fines 
they can incur: 
 
Weeded lots: 
Overgrown weeds, shrubs, grass and vegetation are fire and safety hazards. The Property owner/occupant is 
responsible for the property, which includes the right-of-way abutting the property. Grass and weeds must be 
maintained at nine (9) inches or less. 
Fines:  $50 - $2,000 
Solution: Remove any weeds in excess of 9”. Remove any trash or rubbish accumulating on the property before 
cutting weeds. 
 
Open and/or Visible Storage:  
Property owners must not store certain materials out in the open. These materials include dead trees, tires, refuse, 
glass, building materials, appliances, and inoperable boats. Junk, trash, litter and rubbish cannot be deposited or 
allowed to accumulate on a lot or street. This includes junked auto parts, appliances, furniture, building materials, 
tires, discarded paper, tree trimmings, cardboard, plastics, fallen tree limbs and other offensive or objectionable 
materials.  
Fines: $250-$2,000 
Solution: Remove or properly store any tires, vehicles or materials that could constitute a violation.  
 
Garbage, Rubbish, and Trash: 
Waste collected by the City is limited to standard waste generated by a residential user in connection with activities 
for residential purposes, i.e. garbage and waste generated in connection with the maintenance of a vacant lot. 
Garbage and materials must be placed on the curbside for collection after 6:00 p.m. on the Friday preceding your 
neighborhood’s designated collection day. Materials placed for collection cannot block the sidewalk, street or ditch. 
Fines: $50 - $2000 
Solution: Remove any trash or rubbish placed before the collection period. 
 
To report a violation in your neighborhood call 3-1-1, the City of Houston’s Service line. A community service 
inspector will inspect the property to determine if a violation exists. The owner will be given time to comply and 
depending on the violation, if compliance is not met they city will abate the property and place a lien on the property. 
For more information, call 3-1-1. 
 

 




