
 
 
 
 

BEN MILAM HOTEL 
1521 TEXAS AVE 

 
The Ben Milam Hotel, designed by prominent Houston architect Joseph Finger, was built 
on Texas Avenue in 1925. Its location across from Union Station (now Minute Maid 
Park) made it a popular destination for rail travelers. In 1932 Ben Milam became the first 
completely air-conditioned hotel in Houston. It was also the first hotel to place a 
television set in each of its 229 rooms. In 1951 the owners erected an addition that held a 
roof-top swimming pool and provided a parking garage. The building has been vacant for 
more than two decades as various plans for redevelopment have never materialized. The 
1950s addition has been razed and the original structure is threatened with demolition, as 
well. This once popular destination, named for a Texas hero, may disappear from Texas 
Avenue as did its neighbor, the William Penn Hotel, in 2006. 
   
 
 


