PUBLIC COMMENTS — 2011 ANNUAL ACTION PLAN SPRING PUBLIC HEARINGS ‘

COMMENTS PROVIDED BY:

Name Organization Comment or Question Action Plan Department Response
Reference
Anna G. Hilderbrand Community Activist and TOP  Good evening. My name is Anna N/A The Department appreciates the
(Texas Organizing Project) Hildebrand, and I'm a community activist comment and looks forward to
Member and a TOP member. I'm here to urge the partnering in the future.

City to use money in areas that are really
needed. For decades the City has chosen
neighborhoods that will receive money,
and | feel that some of it should be spent in
my neighborhood.

We are in dire need of economic
development in my area, and we are a part
of the Gulf Crest/Reveille/Bellfort area.
And | have a study from the University of
Houston for my community. This is the
first part. And I'd really appreciate it if
some of that money would go to us. Thank

you.

Connie Jones Concern Citizen of Houston Hi. Good afternoon. My name is Connie N/A Commenter referred to Mr. Bob
Jones. And the reason I'm here today is, Bradford, Deputy Assistant Director
because | applied for the City's HPRP for HOPWA, Public Services and
Program, which is known as the Homeless Neighborhood Facilities Programs,
Prevention and Rapid Re-housing Program. to address her concerns.

| applied for assistance back in April of
2010. And since then, | still have not
received assistance. |did qualify for the
assistance, but as of now, nothing has been
done on the case. And the reason being is
because case managers are being shifted
around, ineffective case managers that do
not know how to perform case
management with clients.

And | am very dissatisfied with the
program. And it's just as if no one from the
city's Health and Human Services
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Department knows what to do with the
clients. And this has put clients at risk of
being homeless. And every time | speak
with someone with the HPRP Program with
the City, no one has any answers. So |
need some answers.

Anita Robinson TOP (Texas Organizing

Project)

Good evening. My name is Anita Robinson,
and | am a member of TOP -- Texas
Organizing Project. TOP members have
testified many times about the needs of
our community. TOP members urged the
City to give priority to the repair or
rebuilding of single family owner occupied
homes.

Single family homes are the heart of our
neighborhoods. Owning a home is the
American dream. And the city should do
all it can to make sure that those dreams
are not taken away from the Houstonians
that are living there in our neighborhoods
that are already at risk.

Drainage projects are important also. Also,
the work done must comply with Section 3
job requirements. The money being spent
needs to go to create jobs for people who
live in the communities all across the city
that TOP is working for. This is not
happening now.

The Department appreciates the
comment.

For the 2011 Annual Action Plan the
City of Houston allocated
$5,277,567 of Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG)
funds to the Single Family Home
Repair Program. The City is in the
process of requesting an
appropriation of $500,000 in TIRZ
funds for the “Minor Critical
Emergency Home Repair Program”
an initiative which would include,
but is not limited to, roof repairs
(including blue tarps and repaired
or replacement roofs ) and vital
interior systems (plumbing,
electrical, and heating). The
Department will refer eligible
applicants to this program once it is
approved by City Council.

Concerned Citizens of
Houston — Ella Park Terrace

Vera Smith

Good evening, Mr. Noteware and your
associates. My name is Vera Smith. 1 live
at 1534 West Donovan. That's in between
Pinemont, Wheatly, and Ella. It's a part of
the Acres Home Community, and | had
applied for help with Mr. Tobers Anderson
back in March for single home repair.

| have been calling and calling, and | keep

N/A

Commenter referred to Mr.
Christon Butler, Deputy Assistant
Director for the Single Family Home
Repair program, to address her
concerns.
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getting, “there's no money”. But at the
time, when | applied in March, there were
millions of dollars. Now I'm told by one of
the caseworkers, stating that, well, | was at
the end of the line. Well, that was the first
time I'd heard the program was available
for us when it came to the community
center.

And then | applied for it. They lost my
paperwork. They found my paperwork. So
that may have thrown me back. We just
were finding out about the stimulus
money. And there was a program that was
for single families that would pay up to
$35,000 for different work in your home.

| applied in March 2010. | gave all correct
information -- income, Texas license, my
deed to my property. | gave a copy of my
husband's death certificate. I've called
almost every month and was told that
there was nothing right now they can do.
They can't tell me anything until the City
come out and test for lead. Well, they still
haven't came out and tested for lead.

As of this year, after calling, | was told that
there was no money, and | was at the end
of the list. And if they weren't going to
give the monies to families that needed
repair on homes, there was no need to
come out to tell me about it, and have me
all excited and to apply for it. Then it's like
saying, no, you won't get it, because we
don't have the monies.

So here | am now at this present time just
still waiting. And | would like to thank you
for allowing me to speak to you. So | hope
someone, Mr. Butler or Mr. Tinnermon,
can address this problem for me. And
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maybe I'll still hang on, or I'll know to give
up. Thank you.

Houston Center for
Independent Living

Troy Myree

Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen of
the panel. My name is Troyon Myree. I'm
a representative of the Houston Center for
Independent Living. I'm representing
myself and the senior citizens here who are
sitting in the audience.

First of all, the Houston Center of
Independent Living was created by people
with disabilities to serve people with
disabilities in 1980. HCIL advocated for the
passage of the Visitability Ordinance
passed in 2004.

They are also responsible for the creation
of the Texas Home of Your Own Coalition
that provides people with disabilities the
opportunity to purchase a home. HCIL has
served on the City of Houston Task Force
since 1995.

The outline of the Consolidated Plan that
was distributed on March the 15th, does
not in any sense meet the needs of the
more than 280,000 people with disabilities
in our community.

The needs assessment conducted by the
Houston Housing Authority indicated that
there are more than 35,000 families
containing one or more persons with a
disability that require rental assistance if
they had the means to provide it.

The 2010 Fair Market Rent for a one-
bedroom apartment is $767 per month.
However, the average payment that a
recipient on SSDI is $674 per month.

The Houston Center for Independent Living
recommends that the following be

Under Review

The Department appreciates the
comments.

In response to comment one,
Tenant Based Rental Assistance is
an eligible activity under the HOME
program in accordance to 24 CFR
92.209, however, the vouchers are
not permanent, and households are
at risk of displacement after the 24
month contract period expires. The
Department is committed to
creating permanent housing
solutions.

In response to comment two, in the
2010 Annual Action Plan the City
granted $300,000 to Educational
Programs Inspiring Communities,
Inc. to administer the H.E.A.R.T.
(Housing, Entrepreneurship, &
Readiness Training) Program to
prepare the developmentally
disabled for gainful employment.
The program prepares participants
for employment by providing
individualized assessments and job
readiness training.

Regarding comment three,
accessibility of homeless shelters
receiving city assistance or to
provide alternative housing for
people with disabilities, the
Department will set-aside
construction funds in the 2011
budget to assist with accessibility of
housing and public or private
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incorporated into the Consolidated Plan:
Number one, make available tenant-based
rental assistance for 1 to 24 months for
people with disabilities;

Two, funding for vocational training and
placement of people with disabilities on a
cross-disability basis;

Three, funding for accessibility of homeless
shelters receiving city assistance or to
provide alternative housing for people with
disabilities that may be denied access;
Four, funding for rental/mortgage payment
assistance and for payment of utility bills
and security deposits.

On a personal note, and this is no
disrespect to anyone on the panel, but |
find it ironic that the needs of the poor are
the first to be placed on the chopping block
when the federal budget needs to be
balanced. When I sit here and look at the
grandmothers, great grandmothers, and
sisters here in the community that still
need help. The reason is after a hurricane -
-(Bell ringing)

>> MR. MYREES: Some questions need to
be answered for our senior citizens and
people with disabilities. Thank you.

facilities.

And, in response to comment four,
in April 2009, the City received the
Homeless Prevention and Rapid Re-
Housing (HPRP) grant award to
provide financial assistance and
services to prevent individuals and
families from becoming homeless
and to help those who are
experiencing homelessness to be
quickly re-housed and stabilized.
Assistance for the program is
provided to anyone who qualifies,
regardless of physical and mental
disability.

Again, the Department sincerely
appreciates the comments, and
looks forward to partnering in the
future.

Ralph Cooper Cloud Break Houston LLC

Good evening, Mr. Noteware, and staff,
and the congressional representatives that
are here, and the young lady representing
Ms. Jones from the City Council.

| just want to let you know that this kind of
an event for people to come and be able to
speak is so important for the City of
Houston. And the City of Houston has one
of the largest veteran populations of any
city in the United States of America. It also

N/A

The Department appreciates the
comment and looks forward to
partnering in the future.
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has one of the largest homeless veteran
populations in the country.

Men and women who served this nation,
patriots come from Texas. Texas is known
for its patriotism and fighting spirit. These
men and women were heroes, come back,
and yet they have to live on the streets
without adequate housing, not able to get
jobs so that they can have a living wage.
You know, it is actually a disgrace that the
richest nation in the world has something
like homeless veterans.

The Secretary, Secretary Shinseki, of the VA
has a five-year plan to end homelessness
among veterans. But I've been involved in
the ten-year plan to end homeless
veterans. When | started 30 years ago
working, people were talking about ending
homelessness. But guess what? It's still
here, and the men and women who are
fighting right now in Afghanistan, who are
fighting right now in Iraq are coming back
here, and they're ending up in our shelters,
and they're ending up in Midtown where |
work.

| represent a company called Cloud Break
Houston, LLC. And we have housing all
over the country for homeless veterans.
And the one here that we have is called
Midtown Terrace at 4640 Main Street.
Now, we also have other property. And
thank goodness for Jim and for Ms. Eta that
they saw fit to help get funding for 192
units that we won the tax credit -- my boss
likes to call it the beauty contest -- that we
can provide another 192 permanent
housing for these men and women who
have moved up the ladder a little bit and
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are able to have independent living.
So | say to you this evening please make
sure to prioritize our heroes. Thank you.

Nathan Blocker
Houston

Concerned Citizen of

First of all, good evening, and | want to
introduce myself to this Housing and
Community Development panel, directors,
and deputy directors.

My name is Nathan Blocker. | did some
development in the Fourth Ward. I'm the
part of the group that did the Fourth Ward
development from 1998 to 2006.

One thing that | found about community
development is that it's good for
partnerships. And partnerships are always
good when every partner does what
they're supposed to do. Okay.

| finished my last house in 2006. | left
Houston for five years. | came back, drove
through the Fourth Ward, and the streets
are basically the same as they were when |
left about 11 years ago. New streets from
the freeway to Valentine, from Valentine
to Taft partnership.

Now, | am working with some elderly
people that are in a different community,
actually trying to stabilize community.
Houses have been attacked by
Neighborhood Protection and some
liaisons between them and the
Neighborhood Protection division, actually
trying to get the houses back on line.
Several people have created a tremendous
burden for them to try to keep their
property and rehab it.

No assistance from the City. A couple of

people just they had a little money to do it.
But when the house is finished, they won't.

N/A

The Department appreciates the
comment. The Department is
exploring alternative approaches to
establishing neighborhood
revitalization areas that comply
with HUD guidelines.
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They won't.

| believe that the City would be a
tremendous help if we stabilize the
communities of existing houses. A lot of
people can't even afford new construction.
They won't even -- well, they won't even
qualify for a loan. So if you stabilize, if you
take the existing construction and you
upgrade it, remodel it, repair it, and then
you can take people as rentals or it
becomes an affordable 120, 130, 140,000-
dollar home.

If the City would help stabilize the
community, and certainly Neighborhood
Protection is doing a great job of getting
them cleaned up, because this lady
wouldn't have had -- several of these
people wouldn't have even thought about
doing anything unless they were tagged.
So | humbly submit my request to stabilize
the communities. Thank you.

Frances Isbell Healthcare for the
Homeless - Houston

Hello. I'm Frances Isbell, Executive Director
of Healthcare for the Homeless Houston. |
want to say, first, that we are grateful to
the City of Houston's Department of
Housing and Community Development for
your efforts on behalf of Houston's
homeless individuals and families.

Since 2003, Community Development
Block Grant funding has supported the
operation of Project Access, a free
interagency transportation project that
operates according to a scheduled route
and includes stops at 21 health and social
service organizations that provide for basic
needs, food, clothing and shelter, primary
and behavioral health care, identification,
food stamps, and assistance with disability

This year, the Public Services
Section will be issuing a Request for
Proposal (RFP) for Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG)
funding. Organizations requesting
funding from the City must respond
to the posted Request for Proposal
(RFP) for consideration. The Public
Services RFP will be released in
June 2011 on the Department’s
website www.houstonhousing.org,
and general circulation
newspapers, such as the Houston
Chronicle. Proposals will be
evaluated according to explicit
selection criteria, such as, CDBG
program priorities, experience
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benefits.

Tonight we seek your support for inclusion
of the project in the 2011 Action Plan and
estimate our financial need to continue
operation of this project to be $137,000.
Project Access helps to promote the dignity
of homeless persons while reducing
homeless pedestrian traffic through
Midtown and downtown. The number of
unduplicated persons served has more
than doubled over the past years. Last
year we served more than 5,000
unduplicated people with more than
40,000 bus rides.

The objectives of the program are to
increase access to essential health and
social services for homeless persons, to
increase awareness of homeless services
among the homeless population, and to
improve integration and coordination of
homeless services.

We thank you for the priority the City of
Houston has placed on this service over the
years and for the Department's support
and counsel in the administration of this
project which is critical to meeting basic
needs of homeless persons and to their
ability to move beyond their current
circumstances. Thank you.

and/or past performance, and
benefit to target areas/or special
needs populations.

Adam Weiss Braeburn Super
Neighborhood

Hi. | am president of the Braeburn Super N/A
Neighborhood in southwest Houston. I'd

like to start by thanking Mark Eichenbaum

for coming to our December 3rd meeting,

even though it was the same night as an

Urban Land Institute event. We were very

happy to have him.

The purpose of that meeting was to discuss

the ongoing problems that have been

The Department appreciates the
comment and looks forward to
partnering in the future.
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occurring at the 7400 block of Bissonnet,
basically between Sharpstown High School
and Fondren Road. You may remember
the reporting that Matthew Stiles did in the
Chronicle in 2008. Two of the properties
were at that location -- the Kingsgate
Village with 180 code violations, and the
Promenade Town Homes which
cumulatively add over 190 code violations.
Since the December 3rd meeting, we have
actually been very happy to receive news
that the Midway Development Company
has bought the Bissonnet Gardens
Apartments which is next door to the
Promenade. They are using 9 percent tax
credits to rehabilitate that.

It's firmly the view of the Super
Neighborhood that the redevelopment or
rehabilitation of the Bissonnet Gardens
really has to be Phase 1 of a larger project
that would include redeveloping the other
two properties. Our firm belief is that this
should be done using a combination of
drainage and single family homes.

| wanted to sort of make a side note that
Chapter 42 of the Federal Housing Code,
which allows for the 9 percent tax credits,
explicitly prohibits single family residences.
| would hope a program somewhere -- and
you guys would know better than I do -- to
allow single family residences using similar
guidelines to Chapter 42 for multifamily.
There is -- that is what we really hope for in
this area.

In any case, | think that's all. But | just
wanted to make sure that this area stays
on the map. We're really committed to
trying to rebuild. Thank you.
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Kathleen Ownby SPARK

Hi. I'm Kathleen Ownby, and I'm Director
of the Spark Program. And | wanted to
thank you for your past support and your
reprogram support and your future
support for the program. We think that we
are your best program going, and that
must be why you put our site up first as
past projects for this past year.

All money that you give us goes to the
program, to the projects. No money goes
towards administrative costs. We think
that someone else mentioned
partnerships. We think we leverage your
funds better than anyone else. Not only
does the school raise money, the
community raises money. The school
district puts in money. The county gives
money. And corporations and foundations
give money to our projects.

So | recently sent you, Mr. Noteware, a list
of projects that were just HISD projects
over the past 28 years that showed the
funding that you all put in and then the
total contract budget. And, hopefully, you
saw how much money we leverage
towards the community development
money that we’ve been given.

The program started in 1983. I've been
working with the program since 1988. And
so I've been in all of these neighborhoods
that have been on the map. This coming
year, we are hoping to do a project in Alief
ISD. We're hoping to do two projects in
North Forest ISD, which is, | know, on y'all's
radar screen. One is a re-sparking. What
we do after ten years is we go back and re-
spark a park. Usually it's a new principal,
new student at the school, and sometimes

The Department appreciates the
comment. The Sparks Parks
Program is administered through
the City’s Department of Parks and
Recreations. HCDD will contact City
Departments on the internal
request for funding process.

HCDD looks forward to partnering
in 2011 and in the future.

Publication Date — May 6, 2011

11




a new community. And when a park gets
as much use as it does at an elementary
school, then it normally needs re-sparking
after ten years.

And we're also hoping to do a project in
Spring Branch ISD and then four or five
schools in Houston ISD. So we always look
at a map and try to target different council
member districts, different county
commissioner districts, and different
school districts. We currently work with 11
school districts in the Houston Harris
County area.

So we work very closely with Dave Godwin.
We appreciate all of your support in the
past and just hope that we continue to get
that. Thank you. And | gave everybody a
coloring book.

Brenda Reyes Health Department — City of

Houston

Good evening, Mr. Noteware, ladies and
gentlemen, friends. My name is Brenda
Reyes. | work with the Houston
Department of Health and Human Services,
and | oversee the Bureau of Community
and Children's Environmental Health.

We really appreciate the funding support
we have received from Housing
Community and Development all these
years. Thanks to this funding, our bureau
has been able to reduce lead hazard in
over 2,000 low to moderate income
minority occupied housing units and have
been able to protect over 20,000 children
from lead poisoning.

We have been working hard and lucky to
be able to, for every 90 cents that you have
been able to provide to us, leverage $3 in
federal funding. We understand that these
are hard times. And that makes it special

The Department appreciates the
comment and looks forward to
partnering in 2011 and in the
future.
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for us, a stronger reason to thank you for
the support that we have been receiving
through Housing Community and
Development to continue doing our job.
And we will love to encourage you -- we
would like to encourage you guys to
continue supporting this program. Thank
you so much.

Ivory Mayhorn Super Neighborhood No. 47

I'd like to say good evening, and thanks for
having the community here tonight.

My name is Ivory Mayhorn. I'm
representing as president of Super
Neighborhood 47 and the East Little York
Homestead. That's the northeast Houston
area. I'm also representing the Northeast
Beyond 2000. That's for the northeast
quadrant of Houston. And I'm the
chairperson for economic development for
the Super Neighborhood Alliance which is
an advisory board to the mayor.

And after various meetings throughout the
year and in previous years, we've collected
quite a bit of information that pertains to
the needs of our community. And what
we're finding -- I'm going to speak in the
northeast area. What we're finding are
very unstable and unsafe neighborhoods.
The largest need that we are seeing is
unemployment, poverty, juvenile
delinquency, incarceration, homelessness.
And we need to do something about
improving the environment that means the
housing and the way the community
actually looks -- the environment.

The needs that we believe -- that we
should take a look at for funding; in
priority, we're looking at single family
home repair. We need business

The Department appreciates the
comments.

In response to the need for single
family home repair in the Northeast
area of Houston, for the 2011
Annual Action Plan the City of
Houston allocated $5,277,567 of
Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) funds to the Single
Family Home Repair Program. The
Department is in the process of
requesting an appropriation of
$500,000 in TIRZ funds for the
“Minor Critical Emergency Home
Repair Program”. This initiative
would include, but is not limited to,
roof repairs (including blue tarps
and repaired or replacement roofs)
and vital interior systems
(plumbing, electrical, and heating).
The Department will refer eligible
applicants to this program once it is
approved by City Council.
Regarding business development in
northeast Houston, the City
supports economic development
activities in low- to moderate-
income neighborhoods by providing
Section 108 loan proceeds to
Houston Business Development, Inc

Publication Date — May 6, 2011

13




development out there in northeast
Houston and | would say, generally
speaking, across the city. We need the
type of business development that is going
to create productivity in neighborhoods.
Instead of having the burdens, the things
that require funding from the City to the
neighborhood, how about creating the
type of business development that brings
new tax dollars in funding into
neighborhoods and to the city?

Along with that business development, I'd
like to add, also, skills development
training. One of the things that the
community also lacks is skills or skills and
the need for upgrading skills for jobs.
We'd like to bring in the first-time home
buyers program, also expansion of the
Northeast Multiservice Center. The
multiservice center, currently the space for
the auditorium only holds a hundred
people. The northeast area has 100,000
residences. We need to expand that
multiservice center. In so doing, we could
service our youth and our seniors much
more effectively.

Okay. And, lastly, multifamily
rehabilitation and summer youth
programs. Thanks a lot.

(HBDI). HBDI then provides low
interest loans to businesses and
individuals in low- to-moderate
income areas, as well as technical
assistance to small businesses and
individuals. Information about the
small business loan application
process and other HBDI services are
available online:
http://hbdinc.org/loan-
programs/small-business-loan-
process/, or by calling 713-845-
2500.

To address the comment on the
first time homebuyers program, the
City’s Homebuyer Assistance
Program (HAP) provides
downpayment assistance to income
eligible Houstonians to purchase
existing or newly constructed
homes throughout the City of
Houston. The Department revised
the HAP program to better assist
homebuyers and provide more
options for financial assistance
using federal and non-federal
funds.

In response to the comment
regarding the expansion of the
Northeast Multi-Service Center; this
activity falls under the
Neighborhood Facilities and
Improvements program. Projects
are solicited from the public and
organizations through an open
Request for Proposals (RFP) on the
Department’s website,
www.houstonhousing.org, and
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general circulation newspapers,
such as the Houston Chronicle.
Please note that Summer youth
programs and job training programs
for youth are considered Public
Services activities and are also
subjected to the RFP process.
Organizations requesting funding
must apply to the posted RFP for
consideration.

Jessica Castillo Hulsey Second Ward Super

Neighborhood Council

Good evening. I'm Jessica Castillo Hulsey,
resident of the Second Ward and also past
president of Second Ward Super
Neighborhood Council.

I'm here to voice the need for good
affordable housing. Really one of our
problems is that our neighborhood is -- we
have a lot of rental properties. Well, this
rental properties, they're now really in bad
shape. They're dilapidated, and we
honestly believe that giving access to our
people in the neighborhoods to good
housing, affordable family homes, will be
one way of stabilizing neighborhoods like
mine.

Affordable single family homes are very
important to keep our families in one
place. Of course, if we can keep a balance
of housing by providing also multifamily
housing, would be also in great need. But
definitely -to ensure the success of
neighborhoods and communities is to give
minority groups access to home
ownership, that we truly believe that's how
we're going to be able to stabilize our
neighborhood, like the Second Ward.

And personally, | would like to invite Mr.
Noteware to tour my area so you can see

N/A

The Department appreciates the
comment and is committed to
providing the financial means to
assist families and individuals with
safe, decent, and affordable
housing in the City of Houston. We
look forward to partnering on such
projects in the future.
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all the abandoned homes, abandoned
vacant lots, that we have in my
neighborhood. | really thank you for this
opportunity to talk. This is very important
for my neighborhood. Thank you.

Robin Harrison Community Connection

Network

Good evening. My name is Robin Harrison.
And the reason that | came this evening is
because of economic development.
Previously here in Houston, we did have a
Michael Linden Program similar to the
Germain Foundation. And they have one in
Dallas, and they closed in 2009. So since
then there has not been any program
around like that for low income people to
be able to get business loans.

So | have applied with Accion, and | was
turned down. And | applied in December
with the Houston Business Development,
Inc. And I filled the application out, and |
actually went over in person before my
application was done and asked them to
look at it to see if | filled it out right, if | met
the criteria; and | was basically told yes,
and | submitted it.

When | got the response back, | was told,
no, | didn't meet the criteria. And there
was a question about the credit score that
was listed on the Web site being a certain
thing, and they were telling me something
different that wasn't written anywhere.

In my business, | do engage in community
work. And one of the things that | desire to
do in my business is to create opportunities
for youth that have challenges, such as
high school dropouts, pregnant teens,
juveniles and youth that are transitioning
from foster care.

For the coming grant year, the
Public Services Section will be
issuing a Request for Proposal (RFP)
for Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) funding.
Organizations requesting funding
from the City must respond to the
posted Request for Proposal (RFP)
for consideration. The Public
Services RFP will be released in
June 2011 on the Department’s
website www.houstonhousing.org,
and general circulation newspapers
such as the Houston Chronicle.
Proposals will be evaluated
according to explicit selection
criteria, such as; CDBG program
priorities, experience and/or past
performance, and benefit to target
area/or special needs populations.
The Department looks forward to
partnering in the future.
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Now, there are a lot of businesses that
probably do qualify for the funding, but do
they come back and hire the two people
that really have the challenges? Where
you have people in the community level
that's willing to do it, to work with those
people that nobody else will work with; but
we can't get funding to do it.

And | have taken my own money and put it
in my business. | have filed on my income
taxes where | have earned income in my
business, but they're saying | haven't
earned enough to be able to get it.

And | have small children. I'm a single
parent. My thing is that when you're
income is limited and everything and
you're depending on different services to
survive, public services and everything, and
someone looks at that and they disqualify
you, it's almost like you don't have the
income to pull up, but then you're still kind
of locked in that situation. And working on
a traditional job doesn't always allow you
to be able to meet the needs of your
family. And there are other women like
me who don't have access to funding.

And | have gone through different
organizations with the University of
Houston and contacted other people about
the possibility of trying to get another
Michael Linden Program in place, but there
is nothing in place.

And | did send an e-mail to Tom when | was
turned out with the Houston Business
Development, and | also sent one to their
director because | was very disappointed
with how | was done; and especially after |
had sat down and talked to him before |
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submitted it. There's like no point in me
running around, gathering documents, and
putting everything together like you're
asking me to do just to get turned down.
So if you could just take that into
consideration. It's not that there's money
there. Everybody doesn't have access to it,
and it does make a difference. Thank you.

Jane Cummings H.E.A.R.T. Educational

Programs

Good evening. I'm the executive director
of a nonprofit organization located in Acres
Home. We're called Educational Programs
Inspiring Communities, Inc. We created
and operate the H.E.A.R.T. Program which
is funded -- has been funded for several
years through the Department.

And | want to start by thanking Director
Noteware for recognizing our program as
one of the accomplishments and let you
know that we work with low income adults
who have developmental disabilities and
many times other disabilities and
challenges.

And tonight we have a group of
participants who are working in jobs at the
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo. Last
night we had a group at the Houston
Rocket's game. Tomorrow there will be
another group working at the Houston
Rockets basketball game. Saturday at the
Aeros. Sunday at the Rockets. And at the
end of the month at the Shell Houston
Open and the Final Four.

Some of the most high profile events and
venues in our city and people who many
thought would never work, would never be
employed, would certainly never work in
venues like that are now earning money,
minimum wage and higher, through our

This year the Public Services Section
will be issuing a Request for
Proposal (RFP) for Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG)
funding. Organizations requesting
funding from the City must respond
to the posted Request for Proposal
(RFP) for consideration. The Public
Services RFP will be released in
June 2011 on the Department’s
website www.houstonhousing.org,
and in general circulation
newspapers, such as the Houston
Chronicle. Proposals will be
evaluated according to explicit
selection criteria, such as; CDBG
program priorities, experience
and/or past performance, and
benefit to target area/or special
needs populations.
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program through the training that they've
received. So thank you very, very much for
that support.

| want to say that | heard the information
about the economic challenges of not
knowing the uncertainty of what will be
available. And our agency is very
committed to serving this population, and
we want to continue to be able to operate
this program. And to do that, I'm asking
for you to include us in the Action Plan for
next year. And once the amounts are
known, we want to work with you to
determine what's available, what can we
do with what may be available, how can
we apply through the new RFP process to
be considered so that we can continue to
serve this community.

In terms of priorities, | didn't hear
identified as a priority any services for
people with disabilities. And soin a
broader sense, | would like to make an
appeal that if that could be considered as a
priority, particularly for low income people
with disabilities -- with multiple disabilities.
It's a community that is so often
overlooked, and it's a community that with
some assistance we can help them to be
more independent, to be productive, and
not end up on the streets or in the criminal
justice system or worse. So if that is
something that you could consider, it
would mean a lot to the people that we
serve. Thank you.

Cindy Romero Home Art Builders

Good evening, Members of the Housing
Department. | am here for two things.
First of all, | would like -- I've been working
in the city of Houston and with the

HCDD has revised the Homebuyer
Assistance Program (HAP) to
provide more options for low -to-
moderate — income households’ to
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Houston Housing Department of
Downpayment Assistance with the
program for the past three years. And I've
been doing an investment in this
community, mainly Hispanic.

| understand the whole programs are going
to disappear or are going to change in
some way or fashion. And | would like to
ask you for the consideration of the
Department of any of the Hispanic
communities, mainly the Northline area in
where I've been working for the past ten
years. And so if you can consider the Down
Payment Assistance for this communities
eventually or in the future, | would
appreciate it, and the Hispanic community
will definitely appreciate your
consideration.

Also, | heard about -- this is the first time |
heard about the Entrepreneur Program
H.E.A.R.T. I'm an alumni of the University
of the Houston Entrepreneur Program, and
| would like to offer our support to these
programs with mentors and alumni. We
support the (indiscernible)
Entrepreneurship Program at
(indiscernible), and they keep the program
with a personal purpose. So | would like to
extend this, you know, the support to the
H.E.A.R.T. Entrepreneurship Program.
Thank you.

purchase affordable, decent, and
safe housing throughout the City of
Houston. The revised HAP program
offers three (2) options for financial
assistance.

Houston Homebuyer
Assistance option provides
up to $19,500 for low-to
moderate income persons,
whose income does not
exceed 80% of Houston's
area median income
(AMI), as designated by
HUD. The Department is
using federal HOME and
CDBG funds to provide
financial assistance for
homeownership
downpayment, prime
write-down, and closing
costs through a direct
grant to the homebuyer.
Workforce Housing
Assistance option is
designed to provide low-
to moderate-income
residences whose
combined gross annual
income is 80%-110% of the
Houston AMI up to
$30,000 in downpayment
assistance. Funding is
available only for
revitalization areas. The
Department is utilizing
TIRZ Affordable Housing
Dollars for Workforce
Housing Assistance.
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The Department is currently
exploring alternative approaches to
establishing neighborhood
revitalization areas that comply
with HUD guidelines.

Tomaro Bell Super Neighborhood Good evening. | am Tomaro Bell. lamvice N/A The Department appreciates the
Alliance Vice Chair chairman of Super Neighborhood Alliance, comment and looks forward to
and I'm chairman over Super partnering in the future.

Neighborhood 83.

And | wanted to come out tonight to speak
because | have been in the past a major
critic of the Housing Department of the
City of Houston; not because of the lack of
funding that | saw that you all received, but
the lack of any concern and any
consideration in the way it was distributed
and the methods. | saw how it was wasted.
Coming here tonight, seeing the different
individuals that are coming up, especially
the ones who you all have funded and have
supported and how successful their
programs have been, that really gives me
hope for this Department. | know there
has been a lot of change in this
Department, and | hope that you all will
listen to the public's outcry.

I am also chairman over the Super
Neighborhood Alliances Committee over
Neighborhood Protection, and | know both
sides of the coin. | know some houses that
have been or should have been torn down
30 years ago that are still standing and
causing an eyesore for neighborhoods.

And | know some where the people just did
not have the resources, and they were
occupied and they were seniors.

So it really saddened me when | knew
several years ago that money was sent
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back because it was not distributed to
seniors who desperately needed it, such as
the lady in the audience. | am familiar with
the problems in that program as well when
the funding came out, how you all told us
to -- e-blasting-- let the community know
to come and apply for it, have them fill out
the applications. And then it was as if the
rug was pulled out from under them.

So I'm asking you all in your request to
HUD to please be mindful of what you are
requesting for and how you distribute it
once you attain it. Because getting the
community to come out and support your
request when you don't support this
community once you get it is not going to
allow you all to get future funding. So
thank you all very much. | appreciate your
time.

Robyn Curtis Greater Houston
Development

Good evening. My name is Robin Curtis,
and my day job is Greater Houston
Development. And I'm also chairperson of
Northeast Beyond 2000, and I'm here
tonight representing probably all of them.
I would like to just reiterate some things
that Mr. Leon has mentioned already as it
relates to some of the needs in northeast
Houston. Most of you know we've been
working in that area for a number of years
on a redevelopment strategy and a
common vision for that community. It's a
residence of over 50 square miles with
over a hundred thousand residents in the
area. Nineteen thousand plus acres are in
that area. We're large enough to be our
own state, our own city.

So in my of the communities, as you well
know, they've been grossly underserved.

The Department revised the Single
Family Home Repair Program
(SFHR) in consultation with other
City Departments and community
groups. For the 2011 Annual Action
Plan the City of Houston allocated
$5,277,567 of Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG)
funds to the Single Family Home
Repair Program. The Department is
the process of requesting an
appropriation of $500,000 in TIRZ
funds for the “Minor Critical
Emergency Home Repair Program”.
This initiative would include, but is
not limited to, roof repairs
(including blue tarps and repaired
or replacement roofs) and vital
interior systems (plumbing,
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So we're here tonight to make sure we go
on record with HUD and with the
Consolidated Plan to talk about some of
the priorities that we have identified in
many of the numerous meetings that
we've had over the last 13 years in the
community.

Single home repairs are needed. Again,
Hurricane Ike damage repairs. We have a
lot of blue tarps as we do in most of the
underserved communities in the city;
owner, occupied homes senior citizens and
disabled person repairs; small business
development grants and loans, as well as
job money for job training or funding for
job training programs; of course, first-time
home buyer programs.

With over 19,000 acres of land, 56 percent
of it is undeveloped or underdeveloped,
and much of that is actually lots of houses
have been demolished. We have to have
new construction. And ownership
stabilizes neighborhoods.

And we're also requesting that the
Northeast Multiservice Center be
expanded. That center was grossly
underdeveloped initially. It was much,
much larger, and for various reasons, it was
reduced in size. We are a regional
community, and it cannot serve our
community adequately.

We have several multifamily projects in the
community that are either foreclosed on or
have no residents in them. They're
completely unoccupied. We need
rehabilitation of those facilities.

Summer youth programs, as you well
know, the dropout rate and the

electrical, and heating). The
Department will refer eligible
applicants to this program once it is
approved by City Council.

Regarding comments on the first
time homebuyers program and new
construction — the City’s
Homebuyers Assistance Program,
which provides downpayment
assistance to income eligible
Houstonians to purchase existing or
newly constructed homes, has been
revised to better assist homebuyers
and provide more options for
financial assistance using federal
and non-federal funds.

The commenter’s request for
expansion of the Northeast
Multiservice Center falls under
Neighborhood Facilities and
Improvements program. Projects
are solicited from the public and
organizations for consideration
through an open Request for
Proposals (RFP) on the
Department’s website,
www.houstonhousing.org, and
general circulation newspapers,
such as the Houston Chronicle.
Please note that Summer youth
programs and job training programs
for youth are considered Public
Services activities and subjected to
the RFP process. Organizations
requesting funding must apply to
the posted RFP for funding
consideration. Information will be
posted on the Department’s
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unemployment rate in our community had
been in the double digits before the
downturn in the economy. We're asking
that money be available for enrichment
programs as well as job training programs
for our youth. And the capital
improvement projects and super
neighborhood snack projects that have
already been submitted to you, and some
of them will be resubmitted.

We appreciate your concern, your
consideration for northeast Houston, but,
unfortunately, we're still not getting the
resources that we need. We know they're
limited, and we're working to leverage
whatever resources come into our
community. Thank you.

website referenced above.

Advisory Task Force/ Acres
Homes community resident

Ruby Mosley

Good afternoon to Mr. Noteware, all of
you that are gathered here tonight. And
just as | see you all sitting around this
table, I'm hoping after tonight, after
listening to the testimony of people that
have spoken, those that are in need, the
organizations, the programs that are out
there that could utilize the monies that this
program is supposed to be working with in
the community.

We will tighten up, re-examine, do
whatever we need to do to make
improvements.

| am here tonight on behalf of Acres Home
Citizens Council, Acres Home Super
Neighborhood. Yes, | do serve on the
committee. Mrs. Smith stood here tonight,
and she's only one of 390 residents from
the Acreage Home area who, this past
February a year ago, attended a meeting to
receive assistance through Housing and

The Department revised the Single
Family Home Repair Program
(SFHR) in consultation with other
City Departments and community
groups. For the 2011 Annual Action
Plan the City of Houston allocated
$5,277,567 of Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG)
funds to the Single Family Home
Repair Program. The Department is
the process of requesting an
appropriation of $500,000 in TIRZ
funds for the “Minor Critical
Emergency Home Repair Program”.
This initiative would include, but is
not limited to, roof repairs
(including blue tarps and repaired
or replacement roofs) and vital
interior systems (plumbing,
electrical, and heating). The
Department will refer eligible
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Community Development. And we've only
been able to find two homes, two that
have been completed.

We've counted five, and the reason why |
know is because they have to call and
contact me. Five of them that received,
after they submitted their applications,
lead-based testing. After receiving the
lead-based testing, nothing else has been
done. A contact call was made to one lady
-- I'm not going to call her name -- and they
said they would be out there.

We hold public meetings throughout the
city. Yeah, | get the feedback of the
promises that are being made. |then
follow up with each City Council
representative and say I'm waiting on your
list and your reports of the constituents in
your area that have been helped or still on
the waiting list. Then | contact the council
at large and | want to know from them
when you plan to step up to the plate.

I'm standing here to say to you all tonight
that Houston and surrounding areas are
deteriorating. Infrastructure, whether it's
parks, homeless, whatever it is, that money
has been provided for to make the
improvements in Houston. I'm asking you
all to do everything that's in your power to
make it work. But | am asking -- 1 am
asking -- and | do still drive -- | am asking
for some improvements to be made.
Because | will be the one to be driving
around to those seniors and seeing what
has been done and saying show me your
paperwork. Thank you.

applicants to this program once it is
approved by City Council.

Adrienne Tillman Houston Style Guide

publication

Hi. My name is Adrienne Tillman, and I'm N/A
with Houston Style Magazine, which is

The Department appreciates to
comment and recommendation.
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Houston's largest African/American weekly
newspaper. We encourage the Housing
Department to use our weekly newspaper
to inform the community of these
programs.

This will ensure their success and make
sure that they are actually in front of the
people, the lower income community, that
need the most. Funds need to be allocated
to advertising in the media that directly
reach the people who are most in need.
Thank you.

We look forward to a possible
partnership in the future.

Sandra Campbell Concern Citizen of Houston

Good evening. Thank you for giving me the  N/A
opportunity to speak. | had planned on
doing this, but I'm just going to speak from
the heart.

I'm here to speak on behalf of my mother
who is on the Emergency Home Repair
waiting list. She's been on the list for five
years, since 2006, and her house is in need
of a complete rebuild. We've been trying
to get her home repaired, but this has been
the only program that we thought could
help her.

She is a retired school employee. She
worked for 30 years. | just -- | hate to have
her retire to a home that's unlivable. And |
understand that, because of the budget
and the monies that your program has,
that only 12 a year can be rebuilt.

And my mom is 40 -- | can't really -- she's
40 on the list. We're looking at three years
-- three or four years before she's -- before
they even get to her. And | would just like
to know, you know, where is the extra
money going to come from? | mean, there
are people who really need this service like
my mom. And she worked hard, and now

Commenter referred to Mr.
Christon Butler, Deputy Assistant
Director for the Single Family Home
Repair program, to address her
concerns.

Publication Date — May 6, 2011

26




she has to go home to an unlivable house.
And, you know, we could find money for
bailouts, but we can't find money to help
working people who have paid their taxes,
who have done all the right things. And all
| ever want for my mom is for her to be
able to come home to a livable place
where there's -- where she can use the
facilities, where she can cook, where she
can clean, and she doesn't have to worry
about things falling on her.

And | just know that she's not the only one.
| know there are many people in Houston
whose homes are unlivable. And when you
ask for the money from the State or the
Federal Government, just keep in mind
there are people that really need this
service. And 12 a year is just -- it's just
really a difficult thing, especially when it
gets cold, and it gets hot, and the house is
in really poor condition. She has to —
There goes the bell. | didn't know | was
going to go on and on like this. But | guess
what I'm trying to say is that persons like
my mom really needs the help. And
whatever you all can do to get more funds,
it would really help the community and
hard working people like my mom. Thank
you.

William Little Stone Mountain Properties

Well, that's a pretty hard act to follow right N/A
there. | bring greetings, Mr. Noteware,

from my boss, Leeshan Birney, who, were

it not for the fact that she serves on

probably 15 other boards of directors

throughout the community, would be here
herself.

It's tough when | see all these other

communities that certainly need some of

The Department appreciates the
comments and looks forward to
partnering in the future.
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the funds. But I'm here representing the
Chinatown area. We have four properties
there. We may not be the neediest, but
we do need some help, and we hope that
you can include us on your list.

Chinatown area absorbed a lot of the
Katrina evacuees, and not all of them were
ideal tenants. And so many of the
properties in the Chinatown area have a lot
of rehabilitation and repair costs. So we
know the money is tight. We know there
are many, many other very much deserving
people in this -- Ms. Campbell's mother not
the least of which.

But if you have a few dollars laying around
for our west Sharpstown area, some of the
Chinatown apartments there, we house a
lot of people there; and we certainly would
like your consideration. Thank you for your
time.

John Tuttle Advisory Task Force

Good evening, I'm a member of the
Mayor's Advisory Task Force and I'm an
advocate for the HOPWA program. Before
everyone thinks about starting to cut
funds, let me bring to your attention the
CDC funded study. Its opt-out testing,
which means when you go into the hospital
for any service at all, they will tell you,
unless you say no. An opt out testing
program in effect at Ben Taub and several
other hospitals in last year found 600 new
cases, people that did not know they were
infected with HIV or were out of care. And
as an addition to the people that were
showing up that did find out they were in
trouble, not all these people will be taking
advantage of the HOPWA program. Some
are heavily insured, | just wanted to let you

Under review

The Department appreciates the
comments.

To address the comments on the
HOPWA Funded Emergency
Housing Program and the
Department’s reason for
discontinuing this activity. Due to
the clients’ specific needs and lack
of available housing, agencies
found the program difficult to
administer. At this time the
Department is researching ways to
improve the program.

In response to the question of
funding limits for agencies, at this
time there is no funding limit;
however, each agency reapplying
for funding is reviewed carefully for
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know that to think about cutting that
program even a little bit | know you might
have to tweak it, but it's not a good idea.

| was also curious to have a couple of quick
questions and I'll sit down. One agency
that I'm aware of made their RFP in July
and only found out about their award
seven months later. | was wondering what
led to that. Six years ago there was an
emergency housing program available
under HOPWA where folks could -- that
was suddenly found homeless with HIV or
AIDS could call an agency and | believe
there was some money appropriated for
that last year and nobody stepped up, and |
was wondering if we can find that money
again.

And last but not least, there is a fun -- is
there a funding limit for agencies? | know
that there is a reduction in HOPWA funds,
quite a bit. Substantially there was a very
high award a couple of years ago and a lot
of new agencies came on board. Are you
going to have to split it between all the
agencies that are registered or are you
going to go by your list of highest ranking
considered first for awards? Thank you.

past performance and spending
timeliness by the Department.

Debra Walker Texas Organizing Project

Good evening, everyone. Hello, my name
is Debra Walker and I'm a member of TOP,
Texas Organizing Project. TOP members
have testified many times which we share
common interests and common -- excuse
me -- TOP members have testified many
times. We share a common interest and
concerns in our communities. Single family
homes are the heart of our neighborhoods.
Owning a home is the American Dream and
the city should do all it can to make sure

The Department appreciates the
comment.

For the 2011 Annual Action Plan the
City of Houston allocated
$5,277,567 of Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG)
funds to the Single Family Home
Repair Program. The City is in the
process of requesting an
appropriation of $500,000 in TIRZ
funds for the “Minor Critical
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those dreams are not taken away from the
Houstonians in the most need. We are
asking the city to allocate and spend $10
million with yearly CDBG dollars. We ask
that drainage projects in low-income
communities become a priority. And lastly,
the work done using the CDBG funds must
comply with Section 3 jobs requirements.
As we all know, this is not happening now.
Thank you.

Emergency Home Repair Program”
an initiative which would include,
but is not limited to, roof repairs
(including blue tarps and repaired
or replacement roofs) and vital
interior systems (plumbing,
electrical, and heating). The
Department will refer eligible
applicants to this program once it is
approved by City Council.

Rosie Canales Community Family Centers

Unfortunately she said what | was going to
say. But again | echo what she said. We
just need to be very mindful of what we
are doing and to please consider every
spec that we can to help our homeless and
also our poor in the neighborhood that
especially in this neighborhood that are
really going to have a very tough time,
seeing all that we are going to have to do
to meet all those services. Thank you.

The Department appreciates the
comments.

Tony Koosis Advisory Task
Force/Houston Center for
Independent Living

This is a position statement by the Houston
Center for Independent Living. Our
organization was created by people with
disabilities to serve people with disabilities
since 1980. HCIL, is self-help, self-advocacy
agency providing assistance and advocacy
to and for people with disabilities.

Our record in housing has been long
standing. We advocated for the passage of
a disability ordinance passed in 2004. This
permits people with disabilities to visit
their friends and neighbors. We were also
responsible for the creation of the Texas
Home of Your Own Coalition that provides
people with disabilities the opportunity to
purchase a home. And HCIL has served on
what is now the Advisory Task Force since
its creation in 1995. The outline of the

The Department appreciates the
comments. The Houston Center for
Independent Living has a strong
record of advocacy for the disabled
and a history of working with the
City of Houston.

To address commenter’s
recommendations for the 2011
Annual Action Plan, Tenant Based
Rental assistance is an eligible
activity under the HOME program
in accordance to 24 CFR 92.209,
however, the vouchers are not
permanent, and households are at
risk of displacement after the 24
month contract period expires. The
Department is committed to
creating permanent housing
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Consolidated Plan that has been
distributed does not in any sense meet the
needs of the more than 280,000 people
with disabilities in our community. The
needs assessment conducted by the
Houston Housing Authority indicates there
are more than 35,000 families containing
one or more people with disabilities that
require rental assistance if the Housing
Authority had the means to provide it.

The 2011 Fair Market Rent for a one
bedroom apartment is $767, but an SSI
recipient, a person with disabilities,
receives a maximum of $674 per month.
So right away there is a great disconnect.
We call for the following things to be
included to the Consolidated Plan: Tenant-
based rental assistance of 1-24 months for
people with disabilities. This would mirror
the HOPWA program. Funding for
vocational training and placement of
people with disabilities on a cross disability
basis. Funding for accessibility of homeless
shelters receiving city assistance or to
provide alternative housing for people with
disabilities that would be denied access.
And funding for rental and mortgage
payment assistance, payment of utility bills
and security deposits. This would also
mirror the HOPWA program. [f the City of
Houston implemented these
recommendations, people with disabilities
would have expanded options in where
and how we live. It will benefit through
greater inclusion of people with disabilities
into its communities.

solutions.

In response to comment two, in the
2010 Annual Action Plan the City
granted $300,000 to Educational
Programs Inspiring Communities,
Inc. to administer the H.E.A.R.T.
(Housing, Entrepreneurship, &
Readiness Training) Program to
prepare the developmentally
disabled for gainful employment.
The program prepares participants
for employment by providing
individualized assessments and job
readiness training.

Regarding comment three:
accessibility of homeless shelters
receiving city assistance or to
provide alternative housing for
people with disabilities. The
Department will set-aside
construction funds in the 2011
budget to assist with accessibility.
And, in response to comment four,
in April 2009, the City received the
Homeless Prevention and Rapid Re-
Housing (HPRP) grant award to
provide financial assistance and
services to prevent individuals and
families from becoming homeless
and to help those who are
experiencing homelessness to be
quickly re-housed and stabilized.
Assistance for the program is
provided to anyone who qualifies,
regardless of physical and mental
disability.

Again, the Department sincerely
appreciates the comments, and
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looks forward to partnering in the
future.

Tammy Mermelstein

Skills for Living

Hi, I'm the program administrator for Skills
for Living. We are a nationally award-
winning asset building organization. We
are here tonight to let you know the basic
work that we're doing in the community
and to explore how we can help the City of
Houston achieve its goals.

I'm asking for you to support financial
education as a cost-effective solution that
will allow the city to serve more individuals
and at the same time reduce the need for
future city services. Tonight you'll hear
from several of my colleagues about our
annual program. | wanted to tell you about
the efforts to help adults transition to
financial stability and beyond.

Skills for Living is a young but powerful
organization and since 2004 we have
provided free financial education to more
than 1,400 Houstonians. And 350 families
have gone through our year-long financial
education program. Those 350 families, as
of December 2010, have had a local
economic impact of over $7.2 million.
They have done that by increasing wages
and taxes, they have done that by reducing
debt and building assets. We take hard
working people who want a better life, and
we remind them of their intrinsic value to
employers and to the community. We give
them the tools to move ahead, make
better financial decisions, plan for the
unexpected and believe in themselves and
their possibilities.

We work through community
organizations, and we want to work

The Department appreciates the
comments. A financial education
program is a Public Service activity
under the CDBG guidelines. This
year, the Public Services Section will
be issuing a Request for Proposal
(RFP) for Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) funding.
Organizations requesting funding
from the City must respond to the
posted Request for Proposal (RFP)
for consideration. The Public
Services RFP will be released in
June 2011 on the Department’s
website www.houstonhousing.org,
and general circulation
newspapers, such as the Houston
Chronicle. Proposals will be
evaluated according to explicit
selection criteria, such as; CDBG
program priorities, experience
and/or past performance, and
benefit to target area/or special
needs populations.
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through you. We want to work with you.
For example, when we teach people how
to buy affordable houses, we also teach
them how to afford the houses once they
are in them and stay that way. Most
people need more than a class and so we
combine our class activities with individual
coaching.

Through United Way Thrive, we work
mostly with low- and moderate-income
families, but we have no program income
guidelines, and in the last year we worked
with everybody from ex-offenders to
former CFO's and engineers looking for
work.

Recently we have partnered with one of
the City's own departments to help people
who were going to be affected by the
budget cuts as they transition. After all,
when you're facing financial difficulty, it
matters where you're at, not where you're
coming from.

Last week, | attended the Hearing in both
my professional capacity and as a citizen,
and | noticed that many of the comments
dealt with not receiving certain services.
And there is an importance to a safety net,
but with the 20 percent cut not everybody
can and will be served. And what we
propose is a complement to current
programs. For most of you this may be the
first time you're hearing about Skills for
Living. We would love to show you what
we can do.

With our current funding, we can come out
to a location or locations of your choosing
to conduct short interactive programs. |
invite the community to come watch us in
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action. You'll be amazed.

Ashley Sullivan Skills for Living Inc.

Good evening. My name is Ashley Sullivan
and |, too, work for Skills for Living. I'm the
Southwest Regional Director. I'm here
tonight, because | care about Houston. I've
lived here my entire life, and | now have
the privilege of working back in the
community in which | grew up.

I travel all around southwest Houston
doing my best to keep tabs on what's going
on in local schools, nonprofits, businesses,
and universities, while at the same time
raising awareness for the fact that Skills for
Living is here to help the Houston
community.

Being here tonight I'm reminded how
grateful | am that | live in a city where y'all
are concerned with the well-being of your
citizens. But there are a few questions that
| can't seem to escape. Questions like,
“wouldn't it be something if our citizens
didn't have to ask for help for things like
housing?” “If they were given the tools
early on to better understand finances?”
“What if there were professionals willing to
sit down with our at-risk youth not just for
an hour but for days to help them
understand their worth, their potential and
their options for the future.”

| represent a program called The Game of
Real Life. It does all these things and more.
Right now the students who have gone
through our program have a 100 percent
high school graduation rate. 98 percent of
our students are enrolled in universities
such as HCC, the University of Houston, the
University of Texas, Texas A&M, Wake
Forest, Vanderbilt, Duke, Columbia and

The Department appreciates the
comment and looks forward to
partnering in the future.
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many more. The way we do this is by
taking at-risk youth here in Houston when
they are freshman and sophomores
through a 100- hour course in the summer
aimed at supplementing traditional
education with real life skills. We teach
them the difference between a career and
a job. We teach them how much it costs to
buy a house and a car and what kind of
careers will allow them to pay for these
things. We talked to them about applying
to universities, finding scholarships; each
student actually leaves with a map for how
they plan to pay for college. We help them
plan for everything from SAT's to the cost
of having a family. And this isn't where it
ends. We follow up with them. We offer
continuing support and we keep track of
their progress.

So back to one of my earlier questions,
wouldn't it be something if Houston
citizens didn't have to ask for help for
things like housing? My answer is that it
not only would be, but it seems like it can
be. And with the work that Skills for Living
is doing, we're not too far from seeing a
time when financial education is available
to not only a select few but every student
in Houston.

Skills for Living wants to help Houston
create a domestically viable community
and we ask that you would include us in
part of the solution. Thank you.

Matthew Wheeler Skills for Living Inc.

It's Wheeler. Sorry. Good evening,
committee members and concerned
citizens. My name is Matthew Wheeler
and I'm the Northeast Regional Director at

The Department appreciates the
comments and looks forward to
partnering in the future.
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Skills for Living. |1 am here to speak about
how Skills for Living can help achieve
Houston's Housing and Community
Development Department's goal of
reducing chronic and family homelessness
as well as enhancing community and
economic well-being at the same time
reducing the need for further expenses.

| want to tell a story about a Houston
woman who's involvement with Skills for
Living not only personifies the achievement
of the previous goals just stated, but also
put her life back on track. Amy lost her
well- paying job in the chemical
manufacturing industry due to downsizing.
As if this was not bad enough, Amy lost her
car, her furniture, and her home. Basically
everything. She went from being a strong
middle class homeowner to living in a
transitional living facility. This is when
Skills for Living met Amy. Amy attended
our adult career boot camp where she
learned to focus on her accomplishments
and restore her self-confidence as well as
financial and interview and resume skills.
Three weeks after the course, Amy used
what she learned and obtained a position
over 800 applicants through a previous job.
Amy now has a plan. She is on track to
make nearly $60,000 a year and is in the
process of weaning herself off of
government benefits. She also has a plan
of buying a home, and she set a time line
for that and she is saving money and
paying off her debt to improve her credit.
Listen to what Amy has to say about it.
This is a quote. When | first started the
class, | didn't really expect to learn
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anything | did not already know. But |
decided | would participate with an open
mind because | had nowhere to go but up.
Before | went to the boot camp my
confidence was nil. Now it's through the
roof, and | have an excellent new job to
prove it.

What if everyone in a similar situation as
Amy such as losing their home or bad
credit or those applying for utility or rental
assistance or facing homelessness
attended one of our career boot camps or
financial workshops? This would lead to
empowered individuals like Amy with
greater financial stability with a plan to
overcome life's what ifs and take control of
the finances. Houston can benefit greatly
from people like Amy utilizing all their
hidden skills and reaching their financial
independence. Skills for Living has desire
to work with the Housing and Community
Development Department to obtain their
outlined goals as well as to help Houston's
hard working citizens who are living
paycheck to paycheck achieve financial
stability. | ask that the committee put us in
the plan moving forward. Thank you.

Jake Levine Skills for Living Inc.

It's actually Jake Levine, but that's okay. So
my name is Jake Levine. I'm also a regional
director for Skills for Living and you've
heard now a little bit about both our adult
and youth programs and about the work
we're doing here in Houston. The true
importance of our program however is not
a number, it's a name. This is a very real
person with very real hopes and dreams. It
is a young person just entering the world

The Department appreciates the
comments and looks forward to
partnering in the future.
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we often take for granted, wanting the
best out of life but not sure how to get
there.

| want to tell you the story of a young man
named Luis. Luis came to usin 2007 as
part of our pilot Game of Real Life
program. Luis did well in our program. He
enjoyed the game so much in fact that he
came back the next summer and the
summer after that as a team leader. A
mighty good one at that.

In the summer of '09 though Luis came to
us with some troubling news. You see Luis
was raised by a single mom. So she meant
the world to him. And that summer in fact
she had decided to open up a restaurant of
her own. Having received more of an
education than his mother ever did, he felt
pressured to forego college and help her
immediately. It was a serious conflict for
him, to earn money for his family now or
make an investment in his future later. So
we arranged for him to meet the dean with
the University of Houston and although
Luis had learned all about the importance
of college in our program, we thought it
was important for them to meet with a
third party as well. A few months later we
got a call from Luis. He was excited to tell
us about a conversation he had had with
his mother. As hard as it was for him, he
convinced his mother that it would be
better for both of them, for Luis to go to
school. What the family might lose out on
now, they would certainly gain many times
over once Luis finished college.

This past summer, before Luis was to leave
for school, he called us again. This time he
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just wanted to thank us. He wanted to
thank us for teaching him to truly think
about his future. He said, and | quote, |
don't get as stressed anymore about things
that go wrong. Because | know where |
want to be in the future, and | know how
to get there. Today I'm proud to report
that Luis is halfway through his freshman
year at a prestigious liberal arts school,
Washington and Jefferson up in
Pennsylvania, where he's on a full
academic scholarship.

Now, Luis is just one of over 600 students
who have come through our program over
the years. Of course, of those who have
reached graduation age, 100 percent have
graduated high school and 98 percent are
enrolled in college. Our program has
proven effective at turning at-risk students
into productive citizens, and we would like
to partner with you to help the city achieve
its goals. Thank you.

Lorraine Decker Skills for Living Inc.

Hi, everyone. I'm the founder of Skills for
Living so I'm the last to speak. This is our
staff. And with this we manage to work
incredible miracles in the City of Houston,
because we get to work with hard working
families who just simply haven't had the
opportunity to figure out that it's not all
about hard work. It's learning how to work
smart. And so what we do is we help them
understand how to do that, and you know
we can't do something with someone who
is not willing to try, but we're fortunate to
be blessed with funding from United Way
Thrive so what we're talking about, a 20
percent cut is going to break a lot of
people's finances and hurt a lot of people,

The Department appreciates the
comments and looks forward to
partnering in the future.
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but we're for free. We can help some of
those folks that have the capabilities of
standing on their own two feet, help them
gain confidence, understanding, how to get
ahead in life, how to build financial stability
so that maybe those that don't have the
true ability to do that will be able to use
the housing and the resources that you
make available to them.

| just want to say something about our
Game of Real Life. This is our fifth year,
and we're going to have 500 students in it
at the George R. Brown Convention Center.
We've had wonderful support from the
Council Member Jolanda Jones and the
other Council Members so that we can
really bring this to a citywide event. Mark
your calendars, it's July 15, 16. You will be
blown away by these kids who many of
them people thought had no future at all.
Sitting there doing tax returns, financial
statements, buying homes, cars, insurance,
and they just step into their future and
they see what a wonderful place they can
be and how they can give back to this great
city. And they decide that's what the
future is all about. And I'm not going to
allow the parents, whether it's a parental
situation, whether it's a neighborhood
situation, whether it's a school situation
get in my way of achieving what I'm
capable of being. And that's what | love
about this city. We're an incredibly bright
city with a wonderful future, with
demographics that are changing and we're
growing together and finding ways that we
can make this city greater than what it
already is. But we have to grow together
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and we have to be a community that
supports excellence. Whether it's in the
form of a person who is out of work and
trying to figure out what do | really want to
do with my life, or it's a young student
from a school that's working 30 hours a
week while trying to attend high school.

We need to look and we need to reach out.

Skills for Living is there to help you, council
members, any way that we can. Thank
you.

Ray Washington Concerned Citizen- Super

Neighborhood 40

Good evening, my name is Ray
Washington, president of Super
Neighborhood 40 and also a member of
South Houston Concerned Citizens
Coalition. The area encompasses South
Main, South Post Oak, Hiram Clarke, and
Southwest Fuqua. I'm here tonight to help
you all to allocate some funds in our area.
And those areas include economic
development of which this area has been
so in need and economic development of
which 'm talking about is grocery stores,
major grocery stores, not a mom and pop
store, but a major grocery store. And also
our seniors within our area need home
repair. So I'm asking for some of those
funds to be allocated for home repairs for
our seniors. And last but not least is our
parks need equipment within our area.
And these are some areas | wish you all
would consider and allocate some funds.
Thank you.

The Department appreciates the
comments.

The Department is committed to
improving communities and is
examining ways to increase
investment in economically
distressed areas.

Please note that the Department
has revised the Single Family Home
Repair Program to provide better
assistance to clients. For the 2011
Annual Action Plan the City of
Houston allocated $5,277,567 of
Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) funds to the Single
Family Home Repair Program.

The Department is in the process of
requesting an appropriation of
$500,000 in TIRZ funds for the
“Minor Critical Emergency Home
Repair Program” an initiative which
would include, but is not limited to,
roof repairs (including blue tarps
and repaired or replacement roofs )
and vital interior systems
(plumbing, electrical, and heating).
The Department will refer eligible
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applicants to this program once it is
approved by City Council.
Regarding the commenter’s request
for park equipment, please contact
the Super Neighborhood
Coordinator in the Planning and
Development Department for
information on how to include your
request for park equipment in
annual neighborhood plans. Donald
Perkins, Senior Planner over the
Super Neighborhood Program may
be reached at 713-837-7803.

Regina Dixon Catholic Charities

My name is Regina Dixon, I'm the Executive
Director for Catholic Charities Community
Development Corporation. The Catholic
Charities Community Development
Corporation is a nonprofit 501(c)(3), which
serves as a catalyst for renewal and to
enhance the quality of life in communities
of need by expanding homeownership
opportunities. | am referring to access to
affordable housing and preserving home
ownership for low-to-moderate income
households.

Since 2008, the CDC has built new homes
for 14 families in the Independence
Heights community, nearly all of whom are
at or below the 80 percent annual median
income. On average, these families pay
monthly PITI of $620 a month. In addition
the CDC has provided nearly 200 potential
homebuyers with counseling and benefits
and the risks of homeownership. And over
400 households have completed our eight-
hour homebuyer approved homebuyers
course designed to help families learn
about the home buying process.

HCDD has revised the Homebuyer
Assistance Program (HAP) to
provide more option for low -to-
moderate — income households’ to
purchase affordable decent and
safe housing throughout the City of
Houston. The revised HAP program
offers three (2) options for financial
assistance.

e Houston Homebuyer
Assistance option provides
up to $19,500 for low-to
moderate income persons,
whose income does not
exceed 80% of Houston's
area median income
(AMI), as designated by
HUD. The Department is
using federal HOME and
CDBG funds to provide
financial assistance for
homeownership
downpayment, prime
write-down, and closing
costs through a direct
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Currently, the CDC has four homes in
various phases of construction and is
planning to build ten homes this year, and
also researching opportunities to pass a
higher savings on to our homeowners.
Catholic Charities CDC requests that HCD
continues to allocate the maximum
amount of federal funds to its home buyer
education program. In doing so we believe
that you will continue to sustain the hope
of those who are prepared to buy a home,
who wishes to do so have their opportunity
to. Also we believe that in doing so you
will continue the redevelopment and
revitalization of communities in need like
Independence Heights. Thank you, and
one other thing | would like to say to the
HCD Department, there was a song awhile
back by a rapper who kind of is no longer
with us and the song went, “keep your
head up.”

grant to the homebuyer.
e  Workforce Housing
Assistance option is
designed to provide low-
to moderate-income
residences whose
combined gross annual
income is 80%-110% of the
Houston AMI up to
$30,000 in downpayment
assistance. Funding is
available only for
revitalization areas. The
Department is utilizing
TIRZ Affordable Housing
Dollars for Workforce
Housing Assistance.
The Department is exploring
alternative approaches to
establishing neighborhood
revitalization areas that comply
with HUD guidelines.
The Department looks forward to
partnering in the future.

Georgia Kimmel

Memorial Assistance
Ministries

Hi, I'm Georgia Kimmel representing
Memorial Assistance Ministries. We serve
the Spring Branch area in 17 zip codes in
the northwest part of the city.

In our particular program, we provided
approximately 1,300 families with financial
rent assistance in 2010, and approximately
800 families with utility assistance in hopes
that we were helping prevent
homelessness.

We offer an array of services and programs
including employment services, medical
assistance, public benefit application help,
counseling, transportation, educational

The Department appreciates the
comments and looks forward to
partnering in the future.
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programs such as GED and ESL.

From our experience, we know that many
of the community experience mental
health issues, chronic health problems,
substance abuse issues, barriers to
employment that cause individuals and
families to be at risk of homelessness or to
be homeless.

Short-term rental assistance in many cases
is not the solution, and it's just not enough.
In the cases | mentioned, they need longer
term supportive housing and we are
hoping that we can advise you or
recommend that you continue to support
the supportive housing programs because
it does provide affordable housing
opportunities. It helps the residents to
connect to support services, and staff is
generally there to provide services and
connections to other things that are in the
community.

MAM will continue to provide short-term
financial assistance for those individuals
and families that can benefit from those
things, but we believe the community
needs additional supportive housing or
that the supportive housing should be
funded at the maximum level possible.
Thank you.

Robert “Bob” M. Taylor AIDS Foundation of Houston

Thank you. Sorry I'm moving a little slow. |
am enjoying being in my 50's. | have
worked with people living with HIV and
AIDS the past 20 years, unfortunately,
February reminded me of that. Starting off
as a case manager and then 11 years ago
joining AIDS Foundation Houston and
working with the HOPWA program. And
over the years | have seen things change.

The Department very much
appreciates the comments and
looks forward to continuing our
partnership in providing housing
and services for persons living with
HIV/AIDS.
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And sometimes what | become concerned
about is as the years progress and
individuals come in either to city
government or the various offices that
sometimes what has been going on is
forgotten.

| can remember when we got that
wonderful big bonus and what a difference
that made and of course the reality now as
with everything we are seeing a reduction
coming. And one of the concerns that |
have and our agency has is that properties
that were rehabbed or built by HOPWA
dollars are bound to serve people living
with HIV/AIDS for a set number of years.
And a lot of these properties as we know
require operation funds to keep them
going, because people can't just live in a
building without repairing of the plumbing,
without fixing the roof, without making
sure the electric bill is paid. So | just want
everyone to remember that it's important
to keep these things in the consideration
and listen to the history.

You know, one of the things that surprised
me is that as this process began to get
started, it wasn't someone else who
brought it to my attention. I'm working in
the trenches so a lot of the stuff that takes
place as far as public announcements that
come in the paper | don't see. | know
others who have been working in HOPWA
over the years as we're looking at some of
these announcements of meetings and
stuff, “we've asked have you been asked to
come? “

A lot of times those who are working in the
trenches have a lot more knowledge and
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experience of what works and what
doesn't than those sitting behind a desk.
And | understand the need to make sure
that we avoid the idea that someone of
special interest or someone who has a
stake in the matter is giving input, but
there are still a lot of good wisdom in those
who have been providing services.

| want to thank y'all for doing this and
thank you for the opportunity to speak.

Gloria Moreno Second Ward Super Hi, I am Gloria Moreno, president of the The commenter’s request for the
Neighborhood Second Ward Super Neighborhood. And amount of CDBG dollars spent on

just a couple of comments before | talk the east end and the amount of
about our needs. dollars for the Department’s
I'd like to find out how much money has administrative functions is being
been spent on the East End through CDBG researched by staff and will be
dollars, and all the other funding sources provided in writing once
for the past ten years. Because it's my completed.
estimation that we're severely under Regarding the commenter’s request
represented with the amount of funds that for more dollars allocated to the
have been available to the poorer home repair program. For the 2011
neighborhoods in Houston. So if you could Annual Action Plan the City of
direct me to that person and who could tell Houston allocated $5,277,567 of
me how much money has been spent on Community Development Block
the East End from these funding sources? Grant (CDBG) funds to the Single
Number two, of the anticipated $46.2 Family Home Repair Program. The
million that y'all are planning on getting, if City is in the process of requesting
you could tell me what percentage or an appropriation of $500,000 in
exactly how much real dollars will be spent TIRZ funds for the “Minor Critical
to support the administrative piece from Emergency Home Repair Program”
within y'all's department? Because as it an initiative which would include,
was explained, especially, | think through but is not limited to, roof repairs
Mr. Tinnermon's comments and even (including blue tarps and repaired
through Veronica's comments, there are or replacement roofs ) and vital
some opportunities for y'all to keep some interior systems (plumbing,
of the funds, and | want to know what electrical, and heating). The
percentage are we not going to be seeing Department will refer eligible
out in the community, because y'all are applicants to this program once it is
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using it to support your needs are that the
City is not able to support.

Let's talk about our needs. We particularly
need affordable housing for families in our
communities. As you drove to our
neighborhoods, you'll see this is not a rich
neighborhood. Yet, you have a lot of
private sector dollars that are coming in
because of our proximity to downtown and
as a result our neighbors are being pushed
out. We need to maintain affordable
housing for families. We need to support
affordable housing for our seniors.
Catholic Charities is helping to build
something on Canal Street for our seniors.
We need those kind of projects funded to
keep the seniors in our neighborhood living
in their neighborhood.

We need to have support for community
centers like the Robert E. Lee Elementary
Community Center that was proposed by
Commissioner Garcia and named after
Leon Castillo and now that particular
project is being considered for obsoletion
or not doing it and perhaps giving him a
park. That's unacceptable. We have
seniors in the inner city who need
community centers close to home without
having to be bussed 37 milesto goto a
senior event at some event out in Clear
Lake or Pasadena or Baytown or some
other location.

More importantly, we need significant
dollars for home repair for the seniors here

approved by City Council.
Regarding the Department’s
methodology for the NSP Target
Zone Map for NSP3, HCDD staff
drew all NSP3 Target Zones utilizing
an online tool provided by HUD
called the “Mapping Tool.” HUD
modified the Mapping Tool to
support the new requirement that
NSP3 grantees (including the City of
Houston) should only target
neighborhoods that met a certain
level of need. HCDD staff initially
looked at the entire city. In
addition, HCDD staff used the
Mapping Tool to study each census
tract and neighborhood. HUD
provided data regarding each
census tract and neighborhood,
including number of foreclosures,
number of properties financed with
subprime mortgage related loans
and home prices. Based on this
data, HUD provided a “Minimum
Foreclosure Score” for each census
tract. HUD recommended that
each census tract with a Minimum
Foreclosure Score of 17 or higher
should be included in a NSP3 Target
Zone. No neighborhood was
excluded if it met the Minimum
Foreclosure Score for the NSP3
grant. The East End did not meet
the threshold requirement for an

in the East End. If you just drive around -- NSP Target Zone Area
and | appreciate that you joined my
colleagues from our Super Neighborhood,
Felix and Jessica last week, and you'll see
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there are so many blighted areas, yet when
I look at your map with regards to your
Neighborhood Stablization Program, we're
not even on the map, which I just think is
so interesting that your target areas don't
even include the East End.

When we talk about the dollars that are
coming to the area, we all know that it's
Census- driven. We worked so hard to get
our residents responding to the Census so
that we could bring the dollars to our area.
Yet are we getting the benefit of having
everybody respond to the Census in our
neighborhoods? | don't think so. |
appreciate your time.

Connie Boyd

Coalition for the Homeless

My name is Connie Boyd, the president
and CEO for the Coalition for the Homeless
Houston/Harris County. I'd like to thank
the City of Houston and the Department of
Housing and Community Development for
all your hard work in addressing the needs
of those in our community, especially
those who are homeless. Homelessness is
a national problem with local solutions. No
one federal agency, no one level of
government, or no one sector of the
community can reach the goal of ending
homelessness alone. With well over
10,000 individuals who are in shelters and
unsheltered in our community every night,
as well as between 7 to 8,000 children who
are registered as homeless in the Houston
ISD, we must work together to do several
things: To redirect and coordinate our
existing resources to establish a system
based on permanent supportive housing
and collaborate with those serving the
homeless as well as those who are

The Department very much
appreciates the comments and
looks forward to continuing our
partnership.
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homeless or formerly homeless to
coordinate our efforts to achieve the
greatest impact.

Our current economy demands that
resources be spent in the most efficient
and economical way. We cannot continue
to simply manage homelessness in our
community, we must work together to
prevent and end it. You have my
commitment that | will be available to you
and | ask that you call on the Coalition for
the Homeless so that we can work
together to align our efforts in order to
make the best use of our funds. Thank
you.

Gilbert Cruz Gil Joy Technology, Inc.

Good evening, my name is Gilbert Cruz,
and I'm a contractor and | just want to
make a point and notice the economic
development portion of the budget to
show that minority business and small
business, we bring a piece to this puzzle
and | just hope that the City concentrates
on keeping that part of the budget alive.
Thank you.

The Department appreciates the
comment.

Deacon Joe Rubio Catholic Charities

Good evening, everybody. I'm Deacon Joe
Rubio, vice-president of Catholic Charities
for the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston.
If you walk into any Hallmark card shop
these days, you'll find a new genre of
cards. It began Happy 80thBirthday, and
they go all the way to Happy 100th
Birthday. We are a society that's getting
older. We're also a society where the baby
boomers, that group that was born right
after World War Il, is retiring. Some have
provided well for that retirement, others
have not. There is a great need for

The Department appreciates the
comment and looks forward to
partnering in the future.
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affordable, senior multi-family rental
housing, especially in this area of our
community. And not just physical housing,
but housing with wrap around social,
educational and recreational services.
Catholic Charities proposes to build such a
facility at 3600 Canal Street working closely
with the super neighborhood, the East End
Development Corporation and others. We
want to fashion a facility that responds to
the special needs of seniors in this
community and also to make sure that they
stay at home in this community and are
not chased away by new developments,
new facilities. This is their home. Let's
keep them there. Thank you.

Jessica Hulsey Second Ward Super
Neighborhood

Good evening, I'm Jessica Castillo Hulsey.
First of all, I'd like to say thank you to
Director Noteware and Assistant Director
David Kim for coming and for accepting our
invitation to tour the East End Second
Ward area.

I'm the past president of Second Ward
Super Neighborhood Council and a
member and of course really the concern
that we have for our neighborhood is the
affordable family housing. We would like
to request the City of Houston Housing and
Community Development to allocate more
funding, more funding to build new
construction of single family homes. It's
very important for our neighborhood to
keep families in one place, in one
neighborhood. Moving from one place to
another, it doesn't accomplish anything.
The success of neighborhood and
communities is to provide opportunity for
immigrants and minority groups access to

The Department appreciates the
comment and looks forward to
partnering in the future.
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home ownership. That's how you will
success, that's how you will measure a
success in your neighborhoods. When you
see families staying in one place, family
unity is very important. Keep family
united. It's very important. Everybody will
win. Everyone will win.

Again, Director Noteware, for me, | see a
new beginning, a new beginning for my
neighborhood. Thank you Housing and
Community Development for coming and
visiting with us. I'm very grateful that Mr.
Noteware and David Kim accepted our
invitation. It's a long time overdue.
Believe me. But | believe that this is a new
beginning for the East End Second Ward.
We desperately need funding, not only for
new construction of single-family homes,
but it's so much need in the Second Ward
East End. You witnessed -- Mr. Kim, you
toured also with us. Thank you again.
Welcome to the East End. Welcome to the
Second Ward, but we want to see y'all
more often in our neighborhood. Thank
you.

Rev. EImo Johnson Uplift 4™ Ward CDC

You have a deacon in the room, and you
have a preacher in the room. We can have
church, just a little humor.

| want to thank this Department for always
thinking about those that are less
fortunate. Our Council Member came to
our meetings and suggests to us how to
bring economic development. | want to
thank you all for helping. We've never had
public meetings like this. We've had -- our
former administration, we had public
meetings, but in the past, we haven't
gathered in the community two or three

The Department appreciates the
comments and looks forward to
partnering in the future.
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times a year, sometimes five times a year,
to bring programs to our community. |
think they deserve applause. We thank you
for that. I'm not going to be long. | can
preach now, but | won't be long. Thank
you for remembering our elderly and our
homeless and our children and our
neighborhoods and our housing programs
that provide for the people that ordinarily
wouldn't be able to live the American
Dream.

You have provided housing. We have a
house for sale now in Sunnyside, beautiful
home, if anybody is interested in
Sunnyside, provided by you all. You all
helped us to do that, and you have the
downpayment assistance to help us.

Thank you very much for what you are
doing. Thank you, Council Member. Thank
you Director Noteware and your wonderful
staff. Thank you.

Jerry Peruchini Concerned Citizen of
Houston/Council Member
Ed Gonzalez Representative

It seems unfair to come up after a pastor.
My name is Jerry Peruchini. I'm a Council
Aide to Council Member Ed Gonzalez. | will
be very brief. While District H is a very
diverse district, we are seeing
gentrification in many of our communities.
A priority for the Council Member and our
communities is affordable housing
throughout our district. Senior citizens
must be assisted when possible. We want
them to live in safe homes. The council
member would be glad to see multi-family
development aiding senior citizens in need
and assistance for those in single family
homes. They have to live safely.

On the H.E.A.R.T. program, the Council
Member would like to see support

The Department appreciates the
comments and looks forward to
partnering in the future.
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continue for this program based in District
H. They fill the gap in existing programs for
people with special needs. Another
important organization is La Rosa Family
Services; they assist women in the north
side who are victims of domestic abuse.
This fills a critical need for women and
families who otherwise would not seek
assistance. The council member saw this
need firsthand during his 18 years as an
HPD officer. Funding for this organization
is vital and it must happen. These are only
a few of the vast needs in District H and
our entire city. We encourage the use of
our limited resources to address the needs
of our communities to the greatest extent
possible.

We want to take this time to thank the
department for all the work that you do,
and for your dedication and helping our
city improve and be a better Houston for
all of us. So thank you.

Yolanda Black Navarro NABA

Good evening, my name is Yolanda Black
Navarro. I'm a resident of the East End, a
business owner in the East End, and I'm
also the co-chair of the Mayor's Hispanic
Advisory Board. Let me preface my
statements by stating that under the
leadership of Mayor Annise Parker, City
Council, my dear friend Jolanda Jones
being the Chair of the committee and also
with the new leadership of the Housing
and Community Development we feel very
confident that there will be changes in
terms of the funding, the proper funding to
all areas of our community.

I'd like to just note that about eight years
ago | had placed a complaint to HUD,

The Department appreciates the
comments. To address the question
of the four non-profit organizations
that were awarded NSP1 funds for
the acquisition and rehabilitation of
foreclosed and/or abandoned
properties are:
e Tejano Center for
Community Concerns;
e Houston Habitat for
Humanity, Inc.;
e Guiding Light; and
e  Fifth Ward CRC.
We appreciate your leadership
and look forward to partnering
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national HUD, about the fact that there in the future.
was a lack of funding in our Latino
community, a lack of employment in
Housing and Community Development,
and | have to say to no avail, that we are
where we are at this point, but again let
me just say that we're confident there will
be changes.

I'd like to make sure that there is equity.
We as a community, we in Houston, we in
our Latino community that there is equity
in the allocation of funds for our Latino
community. The CAPER report does show
that less than 10 percent of the funding is
allocated to our Latino communities. We
have used CDBG monies in downtown for
the Rice Lofts. We've used it for the Hilton
Hotel. Quite frankly, in the East End we
had no benefits from that. | doubt that
they employ people from the East End. As
Jessica and Gloria have mentioned, there
has been no change in our community here
in the East End. She stated in the
stabilization programs as well, we're not
shown as part of that at all. | have been
the -- one of the founders of the
Association for the Advancement of
Mexican Americans, and | would like to add
--and | don't know if anybody from the
organization is here tonight -- but one of
their programs is in adult literacy, and | do
hope that they will send in requests for
funding so that they would be considered
for that. And | hope that it is part of the
funding if you could acknowledge that as
well.

Also I'd like to make sure that there is an
outreach effort in our Latino community. |
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do know that it went out to the civic clubs,
Super Neighborhoods. | think sometimes
we need to be responsible in our own
areas for that. We have an East End
Chamber. We have a Management
District. We have so many, and to be quite
honest other than the District H newsletter
and some of the folks, | can guarantee you
that 75 percent of our community didn't
know about this meeting tonight. And |
have to acknowledge that it's part of our
fault, but I would like to ask y'all to
outreach to more in the community, to
more of the areas, to more of the
neighborhood centers. There is more to it
than this, the normal people that we
usually send it to.

| also wanted to ask as far as the four
nonprofits that were stated, will be on the
stabilization, which nonprofits that would
be? And | would like to make sure again
about the outreach efforts, and also to
really tell you that our Latino community is
growing. 42 percent of the population and
it's not just the East End. We have been
neglected, but | would ask that you
consider the fact that we are all over the
city and the county. Thank you so much.

Deborah Adams Pleasantville Voters League

Thank you. | am Deborah Adams. I'm here
representing the Pleasantville community
on behalf of the Pleasantville Voters
League, Pleasantville Super Neighborhood,
and the Pleasantville Civic League, we're all
working together to try to improve our
community. We have recommendations
that -- for the allocation of some of the
federal funds for the Pleasantville
community. We started out with our

The commenter’s request for
expansion and improvement to the
Judson Robinson Senior Community
Center falls under Neighborhood
Facilities and Improvements
program. Projects are solicited
from the public and organizations
for consideration through an open
Request for Proposals (RFP) on the
Department’s website,
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Judson Robinson Senior Community
Center. We're asking to see about
enlargement of the facilities to
accommodate the community usage
because it's just not large enough for the
events that we're starting to have in our
community and we need the extra space.
Rooms -- there is a lot of things to be done
there. The building is old, and it's just not
accommodating our needs. And we want
to improve and add additional services for
the handicapped and the elderly because
it's time for our building to come up to par
on those facilities. And we want to
improve and repair the plumbing,
especially like in the kitchen instead of just
having pipes and things, it's just a lot of
improvements we want to do so we can
have better use and make better use of our
facility. And we're also looking -- trying to
enclose our basketball court and our pool
area so that we can have year-round usage
there.

And in terms of the community services,
we have a lot of homes out there that have
been vacated and abandoned. We have
homes that people are living in that are not
up to standards. So we would like -- if you
have a program to repair the homes and
bring them up to par as far as families
living there. And we want to provide for
our residents -- we have some who are
homeless, have problems, mental health,
drug problems, so we have a need to
provide for the homeless there.

And also we have a lot of homes that's for
sale, lots for sale. And we would like to
have funding to purchase these homes. It

www.houstonhousing.org, and
general circulation newspapers,
such as the Houston Chronicle. The
commenter may also contact the
Super Neighborhood Coordinator in
the Planning and Development
Department for information on
how to include your request for
park equipment in annual
neighborhood plans. Donald
Perkins in the Senior Planner over
the Super Neighborhood Program
and may be reached at 713-837-
7803.

The Department appreciates the
comments.
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means a lot to provide affordable housing
back to some of the residents who don't
have homes there in the community.

And under that Neighborhood Stabilization
Program, | think Pleasantville would be an
ideal example of what the program is
offering. For our youth and our young
adults in the public service, we would like
to expand the programs offered at the
community center in the summer and after
school because we don't have any
programs really -- well, just like a
babysitting program, but we would like to
offer more to the children.

We'd like to just offer more to our young
children in terms of fine arts, field trips,
and just membership if possible. We just
want to look out and provide for children
in need in the community. Thank you.

Joseph Lassaint Tide Wind Energy

It's a pleasure to be here. Basically I'm
Vice-President of Marketing and
Development for Tide Wind Energy. We're
an alternative renewable energy company.
We design, build and develop power
plants, site specific, all over the world.
What we want to bring here is basically
public improvement to the infrastructure
and economic development, power,
sustainability, create jobs like the plants
that we provide and the business that we
provide -- that we're in -- the equipment
we provide to construct it, to maintain it,
we can probably employ anywhere from 35
to 40 permanent jobs and create 150
temporary jobs. So long- term and short-
term jobs for the people in that area. Not
only that, the plants also provide all the
unused portions of power that these pieces

The Department appreciates the
comments.
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of equipment produce for the government
buy back, and we can, in turn, use that
same revenue, which is a creative revenue,
potential revenue, to put into the
communities to help develop these
communities where it takes so much of the
pressure off of you guys.

On top of that, it would lower the cost --
we can operate anywhere from four to six
cents a kilowatt, whereas people are
paying 7, 10, 14, 15, it just varies in
different areas. Given the opportunity to
do this, all we would need is letters of
agreement and property to put these small
units -- they operate at 55 to 60 decibels.
You can barely hear them, natural gas, 100
percent viable, no blackouts, no
brownouts, a tornado could be on top of it,
and it would still operate.

But what we would provide for these
communities is to help -- not only bringing
jobs, but bringing money into the
community that's not directly brought in or
given by you guys, but created on its own
and making it just self-sustainable. And
those funds in return, like | said, can be
used to help develop the community more
from the housing -- just working on the
infrastructure, street lighting, a place
where there is not lighting, and it won't
cost so much to operate. And basically
that's what we want to offer you guys for
housing and development, the homeless.
We want to give everybody a chance to
have a job and to be provided for and, you
know, basically just live. That's all | had to
say. | wasn't going to stay up here long.
Just coming specifically for that and we
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want to offer that and be given the
opportunity to offer that. | think we could
help with those communities to bring in a
lot more money and get a lot more
assistance. Thank you.

Jolanda Jones Council Member Position 1 I'm going to be really quick. I've heard a The Department appreciates the
lot. My name is Jolanda Jones. I'm the comments.
chair of the Housing Committee. I've heard
a lot of people make requests. And there is
so much | think that the people sitting in
this room need to know. There are some
people who clearly do business with the
City and they know what it takes to get
funding from the Housing and Community
Development Department, but as | listened
to people speak, | can tell that some other
people don't know what it takes to get
funding. We've had some struggles, and
we have a new Mayor, and we have a new
Housing Director, and we're trying to get
our house in order -- pun intended -- and
one of the reasons that we've gotten in
trouble in the past is, because we haven't
followed the HUD regs. So in order for
anyone to get money from the City for
HUD funds -- this isn't TIRZ Affordable
Housing Funding, which is unrestricted, the
City can do with those what they want
within the City's definitions -- but for HUD
regs there are specific rules depending on
which grants you get, whether it's the
HOME grant, whether it's CDBG, whether
it's HOPWA, whatever it is.

So in a general sense, the City can't just
say, okay, I'm going to give money like to
this organization. You've actually got to
apply. You've got to compete for RFP's. So
| would encourage you -- I've had HUD
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actually come to my Housing Committee
meetings which are on the third Thursday
of each month at 2 p.m. So that if you
have worthwhile projects, that we can try
to help you. So we do senior housing. We
do HIV/AIDS housing. We do provide social
services. We have not done a good job
with economic development, so we have a
lot of food deserts in the disadvantaged
neighborhoods.

One of the things we don't see a lot at the
Housing Committee is a lot of Latino
people coming to the Housing Committee
to learn what programs we have. After
sitting here listening -- | went to the other
Consolidated Action Plan public hearings --
I'm going to invite HUD to come back to my
Housing Committee and break it down for
CDBG grants. | heard Yolanda say CBDG.
It's CDBG. So that you can know the
purpose of all of those, because they have
different purposes and you can do
different things with them. So that you can
have an idea of what your project will
qualify for funding for.

HUD is also -- and | did not bring this. |
didn't know | was going to speak, but as |
listened | just wanted to be helpful to you.
| will -- HUD is having a free grant writing
seminar for those of you who want money.
Most of our funding is not singularly
building a building, because HUD requires
the most bang for your buck. But we do
have public facilities, for example, and we
leverage money with like tax credit deals
and things like that.

When | heard about the senior Catholic
Charities -- | believe they were Catholic
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Charities -- | believe they want to do
something on Canal Street with seniors --
(bell ringing) -- what I'll say is you need to
learn how the mechanisms work so you
can apply for the tax credits, and you can
apply for money from the City.

So those are the kind of things we offer. |
just encourage you to come to the Housing
Committee meetings because we're trying
to educate you. The Housing Department
is trying to do better. We're trying to stop
getting in trouble, because when we get in
trouble we don't get as much money as we
can get and we have to send money back.
For what that's worth, they are at the City
Hall Annex. |just want to share
information with you, because the last day
to receive comments | believe is April 13"
if | remember correctly. And | believe the
RFP's are being worked on, and so I'll try to
do that before all the deadlines. This
summer -- when are the RFP's coming out?
Do we know?

They are rolling, because you have to
respond to those, otherwise we get in
trouble with HUD. So I'll try to do that. We
do not have money to publicize -- at least
not out of my council office -- so we do put
things on the -- on my E-mail blast so if you
don't -- if you want those, please contact
my office, and I'll be happy to send you
what | have.

We're working with the Housing
Department to try to send things out in the
newspapers for like the Latino newspapers,
the Black newspapers, the Vietnamese
newspapers because not everyone reads
the Chronicle, right? So we're trying to do
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those things, but that all takes funding so
we're happy to try to work with you. But |
think you need more information rather
than less so that you can figure out what
you qualify for and compete for the money
that the Housing Department gives. Thank
you.
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