 City Of Houston

Public Service Recognition Week

Essay Contest for High School Seniors

OFFICIAL RULES
Requirements:

Essay must be:

· 500 words or less, typewritten and double-spaced, with one-inch margins on all four sides.

· Accompanied by a title page showing the student’s name, complete address, including street or apartment number, city and zip code, phone number with area code, school name with phone number including area code and supervising teacher’s name. Include your e-mail address if you have one. Staple the title page to the essay. Do not write any identifying information on the essay itself. 

· Composed by a senior from a Houston area high school

Essays must be organized in the following manner: thesis statement, arguments, conclusion.

Essays that do not comply with the above requirements will automatically be eliminated.

Selection Criteria:

The winning essays will be selected on the basis of:

· Organization and accurate presentation

· Creativity

· Proper spelling, grammar and punctuation

We encourage students to interview one or more city employees working in the jobs they write about.

Contest Prizes:

· First prize: $2,000 scholarship donated by the Indo-American Charity Foundation.
· Second prize: $1,000 scholarship donated by the Indo-American Charity Foundation.
· Third prize: $600 scholarship donated by the Pakistan American Council of Texas

· Fourth prize: $400 scholarship donated by the Pakistan American Council of Texas

· Fifth prize: $300 scholarship donated by Fiesta Mart 

Fiesta will also give $350 to the school attended by the first-place winner to be used by the winner’s supervising teacher to further enrich the students’ classroom experience and $350 to the school with the most entries in the final round of judging. 

The mayor of Houston and City Council will recognize all winners at a recognition ceremony in May.
Topic: Making a Difference in the Houston Municipal Government  Career You Choose

Use one of the careers on the attached list of city jobs or choose a different city career and write an essay about the following topic:

If I were a _____________, What a Difference I Would Make.

Deadline:

      Essays will be accepted by mail only and must be postmarked no later than Saturday, March 15, 2008.  

Mail to:

      Essay Contest 

      City of Houston Human Resources Department

      611 Walker, 4A

      Houston, Texas 77002

