City of Houston

PSRW Essay Contest

for high school seniors
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Win up to $2,000 for college!

Don’t write off college!  Write your way to college! 

Who can participate?

All high school seniors in the Houston area are eligible.
What do I need to do?

Compose an essay of 500 words or less about what a difference you’d make as a city of Houston municipal employee. You can put yourself in the shoes of any city employee – even the mayor. Write about what changes you would make to improve the city for its citizens.

What can I win?
· First prize: $2,000
· Second prize: $1,000 
· Third prize: $600 
· Fourth prize: $400
· Fifth prize: $300
The school attended by the first-place winner will win $350 to be used by the supervising teacher to enrich the classroom learning experience and $350 will go to the school with the most entries in the final round of judging. 

Houston Mayor Bill White will recognize the winning writers at a ceremony in May.   

When is the deadline?

Your essay must be postmarked no later than Saturday, March 15, 2008.
Where can I find the rules and criteria?

Go to www.houstonhumanresources.org then click on PSRW at the bottom left side of the page. Then, under the events menu, click on Essay Contest. Or contact Dave Schafer at dave.schafer@cityofhouston.net, 713-837-9386, or John Perry at john.perry@cityofhouston.net, 713-837-9335.
