
DECLARATION BY HOMEBUYER/HOMEOWNER OF ADDITIONAL LAND-USE 

RESTRICTIONS (RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS) 

 I ________________________ (“Homebuyer/Homeowner”) have purchased/repaired my 

residence located at :_________________________, Houston, Texas __________, more 

particularly described as: 

[insert legal description of property] 

 

(“Property”) and have received financial assistance from the City of Houston (“City”) in the 

amount of ____________________________($_______________) to purchase/repair the 

Property.  For and in consideration of this financial assistance, I agree to place additional land-

use restrictions on the Property as set out in Exhibit A attached hereto (“Restrictions”).  The 

Restrictions shall run with the Property and shall inure to the benefit of the City and its 

respective legal representatives, heirs, successors and assigns, until the 31st day of December in 

the year 2057 after which time the Restrictions shall be automatically extended for successive 

periods of ten (10) years unless terminated effective the 31st day of December 2057 (or effective 

at the end of any such ten (10) year period by written agreement of the City and the then-owner 

of the Property).  If the City succeeds in enforcing or enjoining the violation of a Restriction, the 

City shall be reimbursed for its court costs and reasonable attorneys’ fees incurred in such action. 

 At its sole discretion, the City may release the Property from this Declaration in whole or 

in part or may assign all or part of its rights under this Declaration to any successor public body, 

authority, agency, district or non-profit membership corporation, including, without limitation, 

any homeowners’ or property owners’ association (“Successor Entity”).  Upon any such 

assignment, the Successor Entity shall have all the rights of the City assigned thereby.   

        HOMEBUYER/HOMEOWNER: 

        _________________________ 

State of Texas 
County of Harris 
 
 The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me on the ___ day of 
______________, 200_ by _________________. 
 
        ________________________ 

      Notary Public in and for Harris  
      County, Texas 



Exhibit A 

USE RESTRICTIONS 

1. The Property shall each be known and described as a residence.  No commercial activity 
or enterprise will be permitted. 

2. No structure shall be erected, altered, placed or permitted to remain on the Property, other 
than one or more single family dwellings and a private garage for each such dwelling.  
No garden structures, such as pergolas, greenhouses, tool sheds, etc., will be allowed. 

3. No trailer, tent, shack or garage shall at any time be used as a residence temporarily or 
permanently, nor shall any structure of a temporary character be used as a residence. 

4. Garages shall be used for the storage of automobiles and other items incidental to the 
running of a household.  No garage shall be used as the main residence, and in no case 
shall any garage apartments be permitted.  Garages shall not be converted into habitable 
space, nor shall garages be converted into gamerooms, offices, or made into any sort of 
room accessory to the principal residence.  Garage doors intended for the facilitation of 
the entrance and exit of automobiles shall not be removed from garages nor replaced by 
drywall, mortar, siding, or windows. 

5. Vehicles may only be parked on the driveway, in the garage, or legally on the street. 

6. No livestock, poultry, or animals of any kind, except household pets, shall be raised, 
bred, or kept, nor shall any animals be kept, bred, or maintained for commercial 
purposes.  Pet owners shall control their own pets as required by applicable ordinances of 
the City of Houston. 

7. Unsafe, illegal, unusually loud, and similarly offensive nuisance activities are prohibited. 

8. The exterior of any structure (specifically including roof, doors, windows, screens, 
awnings, shutters, carports and exterior surface) must be maintained in good condition 
and repair, adequately, uniformly and completely painted or otherwise finished (without 
substantial peeling of the finish).  Fences shall be maintained in an erect and safe 
condition. 

9. Lawns and landscaping shall be maintained in a neat and attractive condition at all times, 
and weeds and grass must be cut regularly to maintain good appearance.  The 
accumulation of trash, rubbish, or other unsightly obstacles on the premises in the 
easement or alley or in the street(s) abutting the Property, is prohibited and must be 
removed promptly. 

10. No residence shall be located nearer to the front lot line or nearer to the side street line 
than the building setback lines shown on the recorded plat.  In any event, no building 
shall be located on any residential building plot nearer than twenty-five (25) feet to the 
front lot line, nor nearer than five (5) feet to any side street line or rear lot line. 

11. The Property shall not be subdivided or reduced in size.  


