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Mayor Bill White Unvells Signage for SAFEclear Freeway Traffic
Incident Program to Take Effect J anuary 1, 2005

Houston Mayor Bill White today unveiled signage that will go up along Houston freeways to
inform drivers about the SAFEclear traffic incident management program. The program, which
has been operated for several months on Interstate 10 west, will take effect citywide on Jan. 1,

2005.

“This is one of the most effective things we can do to make people’s lives better and make our
roadways safer,” said Mayor White. “We can save lives as well as save people time spent sitting

in traffic. ”

The New York program upon which SAFEclear is modeled reduced freeway fatalities by one-
third in the first 10 years of its operation. Research has shown that 60 percent of traffic
congestion is due to traffic incidents, which cause accidents and increase smog due to idling
motors. It has also been demonstrated that every minute of delay caused by a stalled vehicle
leads to four to five minutes of traffic back—up, adding danger to motonsts property and the

environment,

Under the program, tow drivers, who have met special training requirements and acquired
special decals from the city to participate in the program, will work with police to remove
stalled, wrecked or otherwise disabled vehicles from the freeway lanes as rapidly as possible.
SAFEclear wreckers have a mandatory 6-minute response time and will tow all disabled vehicles

from the freeways.

The drivers will be authorized to perform the “non-consent” tows of all vehicles by Houston
Police officers, who will either be on the scene or issue tow authorizations from a permanent
monitor station within Houston Transtar. The driver of a towed vehicle will be charged $75 plus
$1.50 for each additional mile after the fifth mile, substantially less than the normal rate for such

tows.
SAFEclear wreckers will have an authorized logo on their trucks as well as uniform safety vests.

Only a wrecker company holding the franchise for a particular section of the freeway is allowed
to tow from that section, and itis a Class C m1sdemeanor for any other company to tow from that

segment.
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Drivers whose vehicles are towed will be preserited with a “driver’s bill of rights” in English and
Spanish, explaining the program, listing the contact information for Councilman Michael Berry,
chairman of the City Council Transportation, Infrastructure and Aviation Committee and the

Mayor’s Mobility Office.

Signs will be erected along the freeway indicating the beginning and ending of SAFEclear zones.

The signs, which bear a bright red image of a vehicle hooked up to a tow truck, say, “Disabled
Vehicles Will Be Towed.”

NOTE: See attachments for images of signs and the SAFEclear logo.
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IT'S THE LAW

1.25

14.5

kz 75—k1dk ok

COH. ORDINANCE - 2004-497
s - 38.1 k 94—
F—s L 36.94 L
7.87 L 17.16 L 6 & 1 & 7.87
11.34 L 253 & 11.34
A — 4 R
6 L 8.37 L 5 Ly 78 & :
24.4 k3 12—k ok 7.4 1-1%51 5 k3

3.00" Radius, 1.25" Border, 0.75" Indent, Black on White;
“END" D; “DISABLED" D; “VEHICLES" D; “WILL BE" D; “TOWED" D; “IT'S THE LAW" D; “C.O.H. ORDINANCE - 2004-497" D;



MONE
_ YN
O ﬁq.THORIZE@‘l“
VANFREEWAY TOWING
(0 v

7




