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HOUSTON  
A Center of Global Activity 

 
 
 

When I was elected Mayor in late 2015, I told Houstonians that even though a 4-
year term was bestowed upon me, I would treat each year as if it was my only 
term. I promised this because I knew that in a fast-paced and global city like 
Houston, every moment counts. With that in mind, I made it the goal of my  
administration to be responsive to the ever-changing needs of the city.  
 
While I am very proud of what we accomplished in the first year, particularly 
with respect to our worldwide initiatives, bigger and better things are happening 
now and waiting for us in 2017. On the international front, Houston has been on 
the minds of people all over the world. We began the quarter with the preparation 
and successful execution of Super Bowl LI - a sporting event with an almost    
unmatched magnitude and scope - after which Houston was widely recognized 

as one of the greatest host cities of all time. Following this success, we transitioned to one of the highest attended 
CERAWeeks in our history, where I personally welcomed Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and met with trade 
and energy ministers from more than 10 countries. Throughout these major events, vital international and               
multicultural traditions in Houston continued to thrive, including annual celebrations like Asian Lunar New Year 
and Novruz, as well as city touchstones such as the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo.   
 
Our pace is not going to slow. Looking forward to the next three months, we expect to host a robust Offshore      
Technology Conference and associated events, as well as mayors and representatives from 19 cities as part of the 
World Energy Cities Partnership working meeting. Following this, I will be leading trade delegations to Israel and 
Europe, inaugurating the first meetings of my international advisory councils, and welcoming a number of              
international delegations, including a reciprocal visit of the Mayor of Ekurhuleni, South Africa, in response to my  
visit to that country in October 2016. As we progress into this next quarter, various organizations in Houston will 
come together to host a U.S.-China tech and innovation conference, which will bring several hundred tech firms from 
China together to explore opportunities in the U.S. market through Houston. 
 
For people all over the world, Houston is the place to be; whether to visit, do business, or live – and our city just keeps 
getting better. As of the end of 2016, Houston has beat its own tourism goal of 20 million visitors per annum two years 
ahead of schedule, and we are confident that we will once again exceed expectations in this coming year. Houston’s 
time in the global spotlight is more than a sudden surge of fame: it reflects a newfound recognition of our city’s    
growing role as a center for global affairs – a fact reflected in the fDi Magazines recent survey, which ranks Houston 
as the 3rd in all of the Americas as a “City of the Future.” 
 
I have often said, “tomorrow will be better than today.” Houston is a city deeply invested in its tomorrow, and I know 
that with the help of our talented, diverse community of Houstonians, we will continue to build a better, brighter, and 
ever-more global future.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Sylvester Turner 
Mayor 
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Spring 2017 Spring 2017 
Highlights:Highlights:  

  

Want to know more about Want to know more about 
Prime Minister Trudeau’s    Prime Minister Trudeau’s    

Visit ?Visit ?  

Check out the article, “Prime      Check out the article, “Prime      
Minister TrudeauMinister Trudeau——Visiting     Visiting     

Houston for CERAWeek” on Houston for CERAWeek” on 
page 8page 8 

Interested in international Interested in international 
student outreach?student outreach?  

Take a look at  “The CCID        Take a look at  “The CCID        
Conference and Study Houston Conference and Study Houston 

Roundtable” on page  9Roundtable” on page  9  

Want to learn how to visit a Want to learn how to visit a 
gallery in true French style? gallery in true French style?   

Find out in our “France Pavilion” Find out in our “France Pavilion” 
article on page 15article on page 15  

  

SPRING 2017 - VOL. 2 
T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S  

02  LETTER FROM THE MAYOR 

04  INTERNATIONAL UPDATES 

INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS 

 

06  MAYOR TURNER KEYNOTES COUNTRY            
  PROMOTION STRATEGIES CONFERENCE IN DC 

08  PRIME MINISTER TRUDEAU—VISITING           
  HOUSTON FOR CERAWEEK 

09  CCID CONFERENCE & STUDY HOUSTON  
  ROUNDTABLE 

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS  

 

12  CERAWEEK HOUSTON 

13  SUPER BOWL LI—A GLOBAL IMPACT 

INTERNATIONAL CULTURE  

 

15  FRANCE PAVILION: A CULTURAL ADVENTURE 

17  RON MUECK EXHIBIT COMES TO HOUSTON 
 

SPOTLIGHT HOUSTON 

 

 

19  INDIA HOUSE PRESENTS $100,000 CHECK TO IAN 
  GRILLOT 

Quarterly Protocol Tip: 

When seating dinner guests, generally 
the place of honor is to the right of the 
host. 
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INTERNATIONAL     INTERNATIONAL     
UPDATESUPDATES  

February 2 
Yao Ming Honored at City 
Hall 

On the day before the           
retirement of his Rockets    
Jersey, Yao Ming is honored 
at City Hall as Houston’s 
Global Ambassador at an 
event held in his honor 

March 2 - 5 
Inaugural France Pavilion at 
Winter Street Studios 

France Pavilion Festival has 
its inaugural Houston debut, 
bringing along with it art, 
wine, caviar, and pastries—all 
with a uniquely French flare 
(more on pg. 15) 

March 21 
COH Department Heads meet 
with Consul General of Mexico 

Chief Development Officer 
Andy Icken and leaders of       
multiple departments in the City, 
meet with the Consul General of 
Mexico to discuss finding better 
ways to represent Houston’s    
international community 

February 5 
Houston Hosts Super Bowl 
LI 

Super Bowl LI kicks off, along 
with a wide variety of          
entertainment events, boosting 
Houston’s economy and   
bringing global attention to 
the city (more on pg. 13) 

March 6 - 10 
Global Leaders drawn to      
Houston for  CERAWeek  

Mayor Turner greets a number of 
high-ranking diplomats & officials 
in town for CERAWeek,           
including Prime Minister of   
Canada, the Right Honorable   
Justin Trudeau (more on pg 8)  

March 25 
India House Presents $100,000 
check to Ian Grillot 

As a thank you on behalf of the 
Indian community, India House 
presents Ian Grillot with a check 
for $100,000 for intervening     
during a suspected hate crime 
against Indian nationals 

February 18 - 20 
CCID Conference & Study 
Houston Roundtable  

In an effort to further enhance 
international student            
enrollment participation, 
Mayor Turner participates in 
the CCID Conference and 
convenes the Study Houston 
Roundtable (more on pg. 9) 

March 19 
Houstonian Chefs Nominated 
for James Beard Award 

Two of Houston’s international 
chefs, Hugo Ortega (Hugo’s) 
and Jianyun Ye (Mala Sichuan 
Bistro) are nominated as      
finalists for the coveted James 
Beard Award 

March 22 
Houston Beats its own Tourism 
Goals Ahead of Schedule 

A new study shows that over 
20 million tourists visited 
Houston in 2016, beating the 
City’s tourism goals two years 
ahead of schedule 

March 28 
Mayor Turner Keynotes    
Conference in DC 

Mayor Turner highlights 
Houston’s internationalism during 
keynote at the Washington      
Diplomat’s Country Promotions 
Strategies Conference in DC. 
(more on pg 6) 

March 20 
Luxury Sail Ship, the Stad   
Amsterdam docks at Pier 51 

A luxury cruise liner flying 
the flag of the Netherlands, 
modeled after a 19th century 
clipper, complete with 31 
working sails, docks at        
Galveston’s Pier 21  

March 24 
Mayor Turner Receives three 
Mayors visiting from Chile 

Mayor Turner meets the 
Mayors of Chilean cities 
Quilicura, Estacion Central, 
and Recoleta to discuss        
increasing international ties 
 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/quilicura?source=feed_text&story_id=1195166263916111
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/estacioncentral?source=feed_text&story_id=1195166263916111
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/recoleta?source=feed_text&story_id=1195166263916111
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 INTERNATIONAL       INTERNATIONAL       
PARTNERSHIPSPARTNERSHIPS  
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March 28 — High level policy 

makers, ambassadors and foreign 

diplomats stationed in the D.C. 

area once again attended the 

Country Promotion Strategies 

Conference, hoping to explore 

new insights on strategies for    

increased international economic, 

diplomatic, and cultural exchanges 

with the U.S..  Unlike previous 

years, however, which typically 

engaged local D.C. experts or   

federal officials as keynote speak-

ers, the organizers of this year’s 

conference invited Mayor Sylvester 

Turner to speak on Houston’s 

thriving international scene and 

the methods implemented at its      

municipal level to encourage new 

opportunities for greater global 

connectivity.   

“Building international relationships 

and expanding international trade 

are part of what I do every day,” 

said Mayor Turner to the gathered 

assembly. “As the mayor of this 

country’s fourth-largest city and 

the world’s 23rd largest economy, I 

must think globally.” Mayor 

Turner went on to highlight 

Houston’s foremost role in energy, 

medical technology, and space  

exploration, attributing the city’s 

economic success to its spirit of 

innovation and welcoming        

attitude towards collaboration 

with partners from around the 

world.  

Mayor Turner’s central role in this 

conference signifies an increasing 

focus on how international       

outreach is accomplished at a local 

level. Whether through his trade 

missions to Cuba, South Africa, 

Mayor Turner Keynotes Country Mayor Turner Keynotes Country 
Promotion Promotion StrategiesStrategies  Conference in Conference in DCDC  
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Africa, Mexico and Bahrain, his hosting of 

heads of state like Prime Minister Trudeau of 

Canada and President Peña Nieto of Mexico, 

or his active engagement of international 

organizations like the World Energy Cities 

Partnership and the Sister Cities program, 

Mayor Turner has made it clear that              

encouraging Houston’s international             

development is a high priority for his    

administration. In case there were any doubts 

on the matter, Mayor Turner concluded his 

speech with an open invitation for the          

diplomats present to visit Houston and come 

see for themselves how welcoming our city can be.  
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PRIME MINISTER TRUDEAUPRIME MINISTER TRUDEAU  
VISITING HOUSTON FOR CERAWEEK VISITING HOUSTON FOR CERAWEEK   

March 9 2017 — Mayor Sylvester Turner welcomed The Right 
Honorable Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada, to    
Houston and presented him with a key to the city.  

The prime minister’s came to Houston to attend CERAWeek 
2017, one of the largest energy conferences in the world, to give 
a keynote speech and receive CERAWeek’s Global Energy and     
Environment Leadership Award for his commitment to         
sustainability.  

“The world’s markets are becoming increasingly integrated, and 
global demand for clean technology and renewable energy is 
growing quickly,” said the prime minister in a prepared      
statement. “We need to work together to drive energy            
innovation that will meet the world’s future energy needs.” 

To commemorate his visit, Houston City Hall was lit up in the 
colors of the Canadian Flag (bottom left).  

Canada and Houston enjoy extensive business, trade and       
cultural ties, with nearly 19,000 Houston residents from Canada 
and over 100 weekly flights from Houston’s airports to Calgary, 
Edmonton, Montreal, Toronto and Vancouver.   

It was a pleasure to receive Prime Minister Trudeau. We hope 
he will return to visit Houston again sometime soon.  
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“Houston surprised me,” said   

Nazir Pandor, a third-year         

Economics student at the University 

of Houston. “I knew that cities like 

L.A. and New York were diverse, 

but I was surprised that Houston 

was part of that diverse community. 

It made me comfortable as a       

student.” Now vice president        

of the International Students      

Organization at the University of 

Houston, as well as vice president for 

the Zambian Association for     

Houston, Pandor has found his 

place in what is becoming           

increasingly known as the           

international capital of the South.  

With more than 21,000 international 

students enrolled in higher education 

facilities across the city, Houston 

has become one of the country’s 

largest centers for international  

education, accounting for 28% of all 

international students in Texas and 

over 2% of international students 

nationwide. These new Houstonians, 

hailing from all over the world not 

only contribute to Houston’s growing 

legacy as the most diverse city in 

America, but also serve a vital    

economic role, injecting $491.9   

million dollars into Houston’s 

economy and supporting more than 

5,000 local jobs.  

The Community Colleges for     

International Development (CCID) 

Conference, which took place on 

February 18, was organized to help 

promote and encourage increased 

international education initiatives 

among colleges. This year it drew 

over 250 professionals dedicated to 

expanding international education 

to the city, including more than 30 

U.S. and international community 

TTHEHE  CCID CCCID CONFERENCEONFERENCE  & S& STUDYTUDY    
HHOUSTONOUSTON  RROUNDTABLEOUNDTABLE  

  

AATTRACTINGTTRACTING  IINTERNATIONALNTERNATIONAL  SSTUDENTSTUDENTS  TOTO  HHOUSTONOUSTON  
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 college presidents as well as         

representatives from over 140     

community, vocational,  and        

technical colleges from the U.S. and 

around the world.  

On February 20, just two days      

following the CCID Conference, 

the Mayor’s Office of Trade and 

International Affairs collaborated 

with CCID and Lone Star College 

to host the inaugural, “Study      

Houston Roundtable,” which was 

started with opening remarks from 

City Council Member David      

Robinson and facilitated by the 

Mayor’s Director of Education,    

Juliet Stipeche. Bringing together a 

unique panel of experts, ranging 

from an advisor to the US State     

Department’s EducationUSA     

program to the senior vice-president 

of Tourism for VisitHouston, the 

roundtable’s panel explored and 

shared strategies on how to better 

attract and welcome international 

students to Houston. Those       

gathered to learn from the panelists 

included representatives from the 17 

higher education institutions across 

the Greater Houston Area, which      

include Rice University, the        

University of Houston College   

System, Houston Community   

College, and Prairie View A&M 

University.  

 

“This conference is so important 

because it challenges us to discover 

how joining resources can help    

encourage global citizenship at   

community colleges and other     

institutions of higher learning,” said 

Stephen C. Head, Ph.D., LSC 

Chancellor and CCID Board   

Member. “Houston being one of the 

most ethnically diverse cities in the 

nation was the perfect setting for 

this event.”  With the help of events 

like the CCID Conference and the 

Study Houston Roundtable, 

Houston’s celebrated diversity is 

sure to continue to thrive and grow.  
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Immediately following the exciting 
conclusion of Super Bowl LI, the    
verdict rolled in: when it came down 
to it, Houston was ready for some 
football. By all measures,  conventional 
and unconventional, Super Bowl LI 
was a success. Gameplay extended 
well into overtime, the performances 
and pomp were top notch and the 
outside attractions and Super Bowl 
experience activities were crowd-
pleasers. What went on behind the 
scenes, though, is what really helped 
differentiate Houston’s game from all 
others, particularly in terms of its 
global impact. 

Around the world sports aficionados 
take great pains to distinguish the 
game from soccer by calling it 
“American” Football, yet the sport 
has undeniable international appeal– 
broadcasting in 41 countries by an  
estimated 30 global news/
entertainment networks.  

As part of hosting a Super Bowl, 

Houston’s host committee had to 
work closely with the NFL to ensure 
that no 0pportunity to bring the game   
visibility in target markets went     
untapped. Strategies were developed 
to cultivate and welcome international 
visitors by a special international 
committee chaired by the Texas 
Medical Center and with representatives 
from the Houston Mayor’s Office, 
Houston Airport System, NASA 
Johnson Space Center, the Port of 
Houston and the Convention and 
Visitors Bureau, as well as              
consulates representing target NFL 
growth markets.  Part icular              
emphasis was placed on welcoming 
sports media, with memorable events 
organized at the Museum of Natural 
Science, the Chinese Consulate    
General and other venues throughout 
the city. 

For Houston, building up its global    
audience began as soon as city was  
selected to be the host of the 2017 

game. With subtle references and    
outright pitches woven into many of 
the city’s talking points for the year, 
Houston’s major stakeholders fanned 
out across the globe to highlight the  
opportunity to travel to Houston for 
Super Bowl LI. Leading the                
promotional charge, Mayor Turner, 
together with Greater Houston     
Partnership Chair Jamey Rootes, and 
the Houston Super Bowl Host    
Committee led a delegation to      
Mexico City to participate in the 
Texans-Raiders game, which served 
as an  opportunity to enhance the   
profile of Super Bowl LI. 

When the game ended and the           
celebrations had subsided, Houston’s 
efforts were well rewarded: almost a 
half a billion in economic impact, a 
viewing audience of over 117 million 
saw Houston at its best, and a surge 
of positive publicity following the 
game assured all that Houston is 
ready to welcome the world. 

SSUPERUPER  BBOWLOWL  LILI——A GA GLOBALLOBAL  IIMPACTMPACT  
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In  ear ly M arch,  to  many            
Houstonians’ delight Canadian 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau paid 
the city a visit - his first as Prime      
Minister.  Largely unmentioned in 
the media hype were two facts: why 
he was visiting Houston and the fact 
that he was not the only world leader 
in town.   
  
Though receiving visits from heads 
of government can seem like every 
day occurrences in a city as busy as   
Houston, there is only one time of 
the year that Houston is home to 
quite so many: CERAWeek.  Every 
March for 36 years, CERAWeek has 
brought to Houston some of the   
biggest names in politics, energy and              
academia.  Its haul of luminaries is 
so rich it has been called by some 
“the Davos of Energy,” referencing 
the transformative event that for 
five days turns a sleepy Swiss     
hamlet into one of the leading 

thought and policy centers in the 
world.  

  
Organized by data intelligence firm 
IHS Markit, CERAWeek specializes 
in nurturing high-level dialogue 
about the forces shaping the oil & 
gas industry as well as the factors 
that shape its development. Not 
merely a standout among energy 
gatherings, CERAWeek is ranked 
among the top “corporate leader” 
conferences in the world, offering 
attendees unrivaled access, penetrat-

ing insights, and free-flowing,             
informative discussions between 
those leading change in the energy 
field.  In addition to Prime Minister 
Trudeau, this year’s meeting         
featured 11 ministers from major   
energy producing/consuming     
countries, heads of three national 
electricity companies, the lead       
executives from OPEC, IEA, FERC 
and EPA, and many CEOs and   
presidents from energy majors. 
  
And in a city where the word 
“energy” is sometimes used as     
synonymous with oil and gas, 
CERAWeek takes a look at all facets 
of energy,  including power           
production and innovation.  What 
emerges from this mega meeting of 
the minds are new insights capable 
of impacting the lives of billions of 
people across the globe. 

CERAWCERAWEEKEEK  
HHOUSTONOUSTON  
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INTERNATIONAL CULTUREINTERNATIONAL CULTURE  
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FRANCE PAVILION FRANCE PAVILION   
A Cultural Adventure through French Art & CuisineA Cultural Adventure through French Art & Cuisine  

March 5—To attend the France  
Pavilion was to experience a grand 
and quintessentially French        
cultural adventure. 
 
Upon entering France      
Pavilion’s opening ceremony 
at Winter Street Studios, 
guests were greeted with 
artworks ranging from   
Nadine Debien’s “humanoid” 
statues, caricaturing daily 
life in a poignant             
and amusing style, to     
Marie Piere’s ten-foot 
homage to Michelangelo’s 
“Creation of Adam,” made 
entirely out of recycled 
spray paint cans.  
 
After wandering through a maze of 
photography, paintings and statues 
in the main gallery, guests were 
ushered to the foyer, where they 
gathered around the seven           

entremetteurs - master pastry chefs 
from Bordeaux - in the process of 
crafting traditional desserts with 

painstaking attention to detail. 
Models paced the room wearing 
artisan jewelry by Olivier J. Cale, 
while guests waited for the chefs to 
finish their culinary masterpieces 

by sampling premium Sturia      
caviar, sous vide truffle eggs, and    
imported French wine.  

 
 
The Pavilion, which      
featured a  ga l le ry        
composed of 25 French 
contemporary artists, is an 
annual festival that moves 
from city to city, hosted in 
years past in Washington 
D.C., Miami and New 
York. This year’s Pavil-
ion, lasting from March 2 - 
March 5, engaged Houston
-based organizations like 
the French-American Art 
Alliance, the French    
Consulate General, and 

the Mayor’s Office of Cultural Af-
fairs, as well as a number of interna-
tional partners to bring the gallery 
to Houston. 
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gallery and organized events that further highlight 
French culture, including a wine & cheese tasting, and 
a champagne tasting event held in honor of Houston-
based French artist Sebastien Boilieau. 
 
“I focused on selecting talented and experienced artists 
who could send and share positive and hopeful           
messages in a global context,” said curator, Sebastien 
Laboureau, when asked about his vision and strategy 

for the exhibition. 
 
This theme of global communication through the arts 
is one that recurs often in Houston, seen in partner-
ships like the Rorpost Collaboration Project, or the              
international outreach efforts of Mario Jaramillo. By 
sharing the creations and perspectives of the visual and 
culinary artists, the France Pavilion has helped a     
number of Houstonians understand France’s rich and 
nuanced culture.  
 
“We were warmly welcomed by Houstonians,” said 
Mr. Laboureau. “[Winter Street Studios] is a unique 
venue for the City, one of the largest artists residencies 
venue in the US, full of creativity and light, welcom-
ing their fellow artists from France!” 
 
Hopefully, the Pavilion will come back to our city soon 
to share another taste of this cultural adventure.  
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Although the Museum of Fine Arts often brings unique and unusual   
artwork from around the world into Houston, the opening of Ron 
Mueck’s hyper-realist sculpture exhibition caused a special stir among 
Houston audiences. 
 
“Unforgettable. Poignant. And totally eerie,” said a Houston Chronicle 
reviewer. Just a few minutes inside the exhibit is enough to evoke this 
sentiment in most. Though the Australian born artist’s attention to    
detail is startlingly realistic, from the meticulously sculpted hair follicles 
on a disembodied head entitled, “Mask II,” to the uncanny veins and 
mucus portrayed in his giant baby sculpture, “A Girl,” the most          
awe-inspiring aspect of his work is surely Mueck’s manipulation of scale 
- his hyper-realistic works varying from miniscule to gigantic with very 
little in between.  
 
“I never made life-size figures because it never seemed to be                
interesting,” Mueck explained in an interview in 2003. “We meet life-
sized people every day. [Altering the scale] makes you take notice in a 
way that you wouldn’t do with something that’s just normal.” 
 
The exhibition, which features 13 of Mueck’s works, has traveled all over 
the world, astonishing audiences in each city with its simultaneously 
foreign and relatable perspectives. It will be on display at the MFAH 
until August 13.  

Ron Mueck ExhibitRon Mueck Exhibit  
Internationally Acclaimed Hyper Internationally Acclaimed Hyper   
Realist Sculptures comes to HoustonRealist Sculptures comes to Houston  
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SPOTLIGHT  
HOUSTON 

 
ISSUE FEATURE 

SPOTLIGHT  
HOUSTON 

 
ISSUE FEATURE 
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On March 25, 2017, India House    

hosted its 14th Annual Gala. The 

lineup of speakers for the night       

included Mayor Sylvester Turner, as 

well as an array of local officials,   

community leaders and diplomats, 

such as Indian Ambassador to the 

US, His Excellency Navtej  Sarna,     

Consul General of India in Houston, 

The Honorable Anupam Ray, former    

Assistant Secretary of State, Nisha 

Biswal and celebrity Indian chef,    

Vikas Khanna. There was, however, 

one other speaker – someone who, 

just three months ago had no direct 

ties with the Indian community, but 

is now recognized by Indian           

nationals around the world: Mr. Ian 

Grillot. 

 Ian Grillot, a 24-year old from 

Olathe, Kansas, is known for his   

actions on February 22nd, 2017, when 

he confronted a gunman attacking 

Indian nationals during a suspected 

hate crime, taking a bullet in the arm 

and chest in the process. 

India House presents India House presents 
$100,000 Check to Ian Grillot$100,000 Check to Ian Grillot  

  
  

Houston’s Indian Community  thanks Ian Grillot for Houston’s Indian Community  thanks Ian Grillot for 
his intervention during the February shooting in Kansashis intervention during the February shooting in Kansas  
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At the gala, each speaker honored Mr. Grillot for his 

courage and sacrifice. These expressions of gratitude 

were expressed by members of India House, who 

thanked Mr. Grillot on behalf of the Indian community 

by presenting him with a check for $100,000; funds 

which they hope will help him purchase a new home.  

 

“It is not every day that one meets a genuine hero, a 

person who risks his life for another and takes a bullet 

for a complete stranger,” said Jiten Agarwal, Chair of 

India House Houston’s annual gala. “Ian Grillot is a 

man who reminds us of the promise of America and 

its greatness.”  

“Ian Grillot demonstrates that one person can make a 

difference,” said Mayor Turner at the event. “That 

one person can make an impact across the world.” 

Ian Grillot’s parents, who       
attended the gala 
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 ABOUT OUR OFFICEABOUT OUR OFFICE  

Matthew Shailer 
Director of Trade & International Affairs 
Mayor’s Office 
 
In December 2016, Matthew celebrated his 10th year in the 
Houston Mayor’s Office, where he has worked under 
three mayors to promote Houston and its citizens on the 
global stage.  As director of the office of trade and        
international affairs, Matthew coordinates the various 
international initiatives of the mayor’s team as they     
relate to visitor facilitation, outbound city promotion, 
consular affairs, international business services,          
community outreach and event management.   
 
Matthew is completing a JD at the University of        
Houston, a MLA at the University of St. Thomas 
(concentration in international affairs), and has a BA and 
certificate in strategic foresight from the University of 
Houston. 

Mohit Bangia 
Business Development Manager 

Mayor’s Office of Trade & International Affairs 
 

Mohit joined the office in 2013 after completing a B.A in 
Political Science and Minors in Business and Chinese at 

the University of Houston. He previously interned for 
the Mayor’s Office of International Trade and           

Development under the leadership of Ms. Helen Chang. 
 

As a Business Development Manager, Mohit’s scope of 
responsibilities involve assisting with inbound and    

outbound delegations, interacting with the international 
business community and working to help increase      

business opportunities for the City of Houston. Mohit 
is fluent in Hindi and Punjabi and conversational in 

Mandarin Chinese.  
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 ABOUT OUR OFFICEABOUT OUR OFFICE  

Oni Blair 
Senior Advisor  
Mayor’s Office of Trade and International Affairs 
 
Oni K. Blair, a career diplomat for the U.S. Department 
of State, is on loan to the Mayor’s Office to advise on 
international trade, business development and community 
outreach. Prior to returning to Houston, Oni was the      
Director of the Office of Near Eastern Affairs in the State 
Department’s Human Rights Bureau.  Throughout her 
career in Washington and at the U.S. Embassies in Iraq, 
Pakistan, and Jordan, she has developed strategies to   
advance U.S. interests; managed contracts and projects of 
up to $150 million; and managed large teams. She is the 
Chair of the Board for the non-profit Atlas Corps and a 
Term-Member of the Council on Foreign Relations. 

Paul Cuclis 
Communications and Outreach Manager 

Mayor’s Office of Trade & International Affairs 
 

Paul joined the mayor’s office in 2015. As a                
communications manager, he oversees the office’s web 

development and social media presence, manages the 
monthly event calendar and quarterly newsletter,       

engages in outreach with office partners and assists with 
the coordination of largescale international events.  

 

After graduating from Trinity University with a     
Bachelor of Arts in    English, Paul went on to work 

abroad in China as both a Culture & Travel journalist 
and a midstream natural gas researcher. He is highly 

proficient in Mandarin Chinese, and an avid student of 
Chinese culture.  
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 ABOUT OUR OFFICEABOUT OUR OFFICE  

Deanea LeFlore 
Chief of Protocol 

Mayor’s Office of Trade & International Affairs 
 

Deanea develops international government relations strategies 
to achieve Houston’s diplomatic, trade and development       
objectives.  Daily, she liaises with members of Houston’s     

consular corps and international partners to bring economic, 
cultural, and educational opportunities to Houston.  Since 2001, 

she has overseen the visits of 30 heads of state and over 2,000 
cabinet members and ambassadors, connecting these              

distinguished guests to Houston-area leaders and organizations.   
 

Deanea serves on the board of Casa Cultural de las Americas 
and is a past board member of Protocol & Diplomacy             

International. She speaks fluent Spanish and is a student of   
Arabic.  Deanea has a BA in Spanish and International Studies 

and is a certified protocol consultant. 

Mazda Denon 
Administration Affairs and Events Manager 
Mayor’s Office of trade & International Affairs 
 
Mazda joined the mayor’s office in 2016; he has been a 
committed volunteer since 2013. As an Administrative 
Affairs and Events Manager, Mazda has a wide variety 
of duties including budgeting, record keeping, develop-
ing key relationships with suppliers, vendors and poten-
tial event venues, and developing signature events. 
 
Mazda is fluent in French and English. He holds two 
bachelor’s degrees in Accounting and Finances and is 
currently working on his Graduate Certificate at Texas 
A&M in International Affairs with emphasis in        
Intelligence.  
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Niké (Beltran) Luqman  
International Partners and Agreements Manager  
Mayor’s Office of Trade & International Affairs 
 
Nike joined the Mayor’s Office of Trade and                
International Affairs in  February 2013. She serves as the 
consular affairs and international partnerships manager. 
 
Nike is a native Spaniard who’s made Houston her home 
and the United States her country. She is fluent in    
Spanish and English. She graduated from Baylor         
University and has travelled and lived in many parts of 
the world, developing lasting friendships. She finds  
Houston and her position in the Mayor’s office an        
extension of her passion in discovering and connecting 
with national and international communities. 

Mayor’s Office of Trade & International Affairs   
. 

 

 

 

Location 
Houston City Hall 

901 Bagby St., 4th Floor 
Houston, Texas 77002       

 
            

Contact Information  
Phone: 832-393-0700  
Email: motia@houstontx.gov 
website: www.houstontx.gov/motia 
 
 

https://www.instagram.com/internationalhouston/
https://twitter.com/HoustonMOTIA
https://internationalhouston.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/HoustonMOTIA/
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