
buildingcommunity WORKSHOP



informing analyzing mapping activating making storytelling



Holding House, 4537 
Congo Street

UT Brownsville Down-
town Campus Proposal

Cedars West Festival 
Neighborhood Survey

Public AgendaThe Public Agenda



Holding House, 4537 
Congo Street

UT Brownsville Down-
town Campus Proposal

Cedars West Festival 
Neighborhood Survey

Public AgendaThe Public Agenda



People Organizing Place (POP)



People Organizing Place (POP) is [bc]’s ongoing public design 
e�ort to strengthen the social, economic, and physical health of 
Dallas’s neighborhoods. POP raises  awareness   of the role that 
neighborhoods play in de�ning our city, ampli�es the voices 
of the people that give each neighborhood its character, and 
connects people with resources to successfully advocate for their 
neighborhoods.

People Organizing Place (POP)



Know Your 
Neighborhood
A directory of Dallas neighborhood 
information; visitors can �nd out about 
the history, existing neighborhood 
organizations, statistics about its residents 
and buildings, and city council information 
for all neighborhoods mapped by [bc]. 

Project intentions:
• To provide neighborhood resources to 

existing and potential residents
• To serve as a platform for sharing crowd-

sourced boundary information

Each neighborhood in Know Your 
Neighborhood can be selected to show 
collected neighborhood information.



Little Free Libraries / 
Libros Libres
Little Free Libraries/Libros Libres is a 
literacy and community design initiative 
in Dallas that uses free book exchanges 
to build community and promote a 
culture of reading. Part of the Little Free 
Library movement (www.littlefreelibrary.
org), these small neighborhood book 
shelters operate under the guiding 
principle of “take a book, leave a book.” The 
project makes books available through 
a sustainable, low-resource, high-access 
model that supports the health of the 
neighborhoods by fostering collaboration 
and relationships.

Dallas residents work alongside artists 
and designers to plan, design, build and 
sustain Little Free Libraries, creating new 
outlets for accessing books that re�ect 
their neighborhoods. The sustainability 
of the libraries depends on including and 
engaging neighbors and leaders within 
each community to work collaboratively 
to develop the project and steward the 
libraries when complete, promote habits 
of literacy locally, and support a culture of 
reading. The Dallas Public Library provides 
free books for each library for a year.

The Vogel Little Free Library team with their 
completed structure. 



Activating Vacancy
Activating Vacancy is an art and public 
interest design initiative, �rst completed 
in the Tenth Street Historic District of 
Dallas, produced and curated by [bc] in 
partnership with the Dallas City Design 
Studio.  Between March and October 2014, 
Tenth Street residents alongside artists and 
designers worked on six projects ranging 
from installations, performances, and other 
artistic actions that explored the cultural, 
social, political and economic life of this 
historic neighborhood. 

Project Intentions:
•  Shift perceptions of vacancy from blight 
to opportunity by exploration of public 
space through creation/discovery
•  Celebrate and strengthen neighborhood 
identity through increased neighborhood 
cohesion, a clean, safe neighborhood 
environment, and civic involvement
•  Promote Tenth Street as a generator 
of culture and as a site of economic 
development
•  Preserve and promote the cultural and 
architectural history of Tenth Street
•  Fortify a neighborhood trajectory through 
policy creation and implementation that 
re�ects these goals Activating Vacancy was funded in part by 

the National Endowment for the Arts, the 
Trinity Trust and the Dorothea L. Leonhardt 
Foundation.
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