
ONE SAFE HOUSTON 
  Catalytic Converter Restrictions

As a component of the One Safe Houston initiative announced by Mayor Turner on February 2nd, 
an emphasis on catalytic converter regulations emerged, specifically as the City of Houston 

witnessed an uptick in catalytic converter thefts and sales associated with violent crimes such as 
aggravated assaults and robberies. 

Moreover, the National Insurance Crime 
Bureau has reported that the claims of 
catalytic converter thefts rose nationwide 
from 3,389 in 2019 to 14,433 in 2020. 

The Administration requested that the City 
of Houston Legal Department in 
consultation with HPD craft an ordinance to 
outlaw the possession of severed catalytic 
converters without appropriate 
documentation and requiring 
documentation for all sales of catalytic 
converters to metal recyclers. 

After the vote, Mayor Turner stated, “People 
need to know that if you steal them, you will 
pay the price for it. If you are going to do it, 
we are going to make it as inconvenient as 
possible for you.” The Mayor continued by 
saying, “There is no question the theft of 
catalytic converters leads to other violent 
crimes. The catalytic converter ordinance is 
another tool to drive down crime and create 
a safer city.” 

Following the passing of the catalytic 
converters ordinance, Mayor Turner was 
successful in leading the charge on 
catalytic converter thefts and resales at 
both state and federal levels.

In the first three months of 
2022, the Houston Police 
Department recorded 3188 
thefts of catalytic 
converters in the City of 
Houston, a 123% increase 
over the same period in 
previous year.

On May 4, Mayor Turner and the 
Houston City Council unanimously 
passed an ordinance to address the 
increase in thefts and the resale of 
stolen catalytic converters citywide. 

https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/
houston-texas/crime/article/Houston-bans-sale-
of-cut-catalytic-17147545.php

On May 26, Mayor Turner testified to the 
Texas Senate Criminal Justice 
Committee on catalytic converters.

Click here for testimony. 

At the same Senate Criminal Justice 
Committee Hearing, Chief Troy Finner, 
HPD also testified to the Texas Senate 
Criminal Justice Committee on catalytic 
converters.

Click here for written testimony. 

On June 6, the United States 
Conference of Mayors (USCM) passed a 
resolution submitted by Mayor Turner 
on increased catalytic converter 
regulations.  
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