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HPARD Celebrates W orld Space W eek by 
Honoring its Historic NASA Roots 

 

The years between 1962 and 1964 were som e of the m ost  cr it ical years for the 

Am erican Space Program .  The space race was on.  The Mercury, Apollo and Gem ini 

program s were all running concurrent ly and NASA was housed in the Gragg Building, 

which would later becom e HPARD’s m ain office.  The Houston Parks and Recreat ion 

Departm ent  will celebrate World Space Week by honoring this histor ic connect ion 

during the Gragg Building’s 50 th Anniversary Celebrat ion and Renovat ion Kickoff.   The 

event  will take place at  the Gragg Building, 2999 South Wayside, on October 5 at  

11: 00 a.m .  

  

“We were delighted to discover that  ast ronauts once walked the halls of our m ain 

office building,”  said Joe Turner, Director, Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent .  

“We already knew that  the design was heavily influenced by the architecture of Frank 

Lloyd Wright  but  unt il we began to dig into the history of the building itself we were 

not  aware of the NASA connect ion.”   

 

During the celebrat ion, the history of the Gragg Building will be honored and plans for 

the renovat ion of the 50-year-old building will be announced. “While NASA has been 

leading the way in advancem ents through its space program  the building that  once 

served as its hom e has rem ained m uch as it  was when it  was first  built ,”  Turner 

cont inued.  “As we look toward the future we’d like to preserve the past  50 years of 

history while building a facilit y that  will last  for the next  50 years and beyond.”  
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The Gragg Building was designed by the architectural firm  of MacKie & Kam rath and 

was originally nam ed the Farnsworth & Cham bers Building.  I t  was based on the 

architectural concepts of Frank Lloyd Wright . Const ruct ion was com pleted in 1956.  I n 

1961, the green stone building was bought  as a real estate investm ent  by W.D. York 

and Gragg Drilling Com pany.  The Manned Space Center m oved into the building 

during 1962 when NASA, dedicated to beat ing the Soviet  Union to the m oon, was 

t ransferred to Houston from  Langley Air Force Base in Virginia.  The City of Houston 

acquired the building in 1976.  The Gragg Building becam e HPARD headquarters in 

January 1977.    

 

For addit ional inform at ion on the Gragg Building or the Houston Parks and Recreat ion 

Departm ent , call 713-845-1135 or visit  www.houstonparks.org. 
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