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 5 0 0  Houstonians Volunteer to Plant   
3 ,0 0 0  Trees for  Arbor Day 2 0 0 8   

 

500 Houstonians have shown their com m itm ent  to the city’s Urban Forest  by volunteering to 

plant  3,000 t rees in 4 hours to celebrate Arbor Day 2008!   The Houston Parks and Recreat ion 

Departm ent  is coordinat ing the effort  in conjunct ion with the Texas Departm ent  of 

Transportat ion, the Apache Foundat ion, the Houston Airport  System , Met ro, New South 

Parking, and Trees for Houston as part  of the Houston Area Freeway Forestat ion Project , 

sponsored by Congressm an Ted Poe.   The new urban forest  will take root  on the m edians 

along North Shepherd between I -45 and Northew St reet .  This plant ing day event  will begin 

at  8: 00 a.m . on January 26 th,  rain or shine. 

 

“Arbor Day would not  be com plete in Houston without  a lit t le rain,”  said Joe Turner, Director, 

Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent .  “But  Houstonians are willing to weather the 

precipitat ion to show the world that  our city is com m it ted to its Urban Forest  and the 

environm ent .  We’re thankful for their  volunteer efforts and for our sponsors especially the 

Apache Foundat ion who have donated the 3,000 t rees that  will be planted on Saturday.”  

 

The donat ion is part  of the Apache Foundat ion Tree Program  begun in 2006.  The goal is to 

plant  1 m illion t rees in and around the com m unit ies in which Apache operates. 

 

“Apache Foundat ion is pleased to part icipate in the city’s effort  to plant  an urban forest ,”  said 

Obie O’Brien, Apache’s Director of Com m unity Out reach.  “Apache em ployees will be am ong 

the volunteers Saturday m orning, helping in this worthwhile effort . We are also pleased to 

support  U.S. Rep. Ted Poe’s Houston Area Freeway Forestat ion Project .”  

 

( m ore)  



As these new t rees m ature, they will have a posit ive im pact  on the city and our environm ent , 

both aesthet ically and environm entally, by rem oving CO2 from  the atm osphere.   

 

“A single t ree can rem ove m ore than a ton of CO2 over it s lifet im e,”  said Victor Cordova, 

Urban Forester for the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent .  “That ’s just  what  1 t ree is 

capable of doing.  Just  im agine what  effect  the thousands of t rees going in for Arbor Day 

2008 will have, over t im e.”  

 

I ndividuals, clubs, and corporate team s are all eligible to part icipate.  Children m ust  be 

accom panied by a parent  or guardian.  All volunteers are asked to br ing their  own rakes, 

shovels, gloves, and boots on January 26 and report  to their  assigned site by 8: 00 a.m .  

Parking will be available at  the METRO North Shepherd Park & Ride, 7821 North Shepherd (at  

Veterans Mem orial Drive) , with shut t le service from  the lot  provided courtesy the Houston 

Airport  System  and New South Parking.   

 

The Apache Foundat ion is the philanthropic unit  of Apache Corporat ion, headquartered in 

Houston.  The Foundat ion’s m ission is to leave the world a bet ter place through scient ific 

study, pract ical applicat ion of environm entally-sound principles of land use, planning and 

t ree-plant ing, and other act ivit ies that  will im prove the hum an condit ion around the world, 

part icular ly in the areas in which Apache Corporat ion operates. 

 

For inform at ion on Arbor Day or the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent , call (713)  

845-1135 or visit  www.houstonparks.org.    
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