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Garden Line - May 2010

by Brent Moon - HPARD Urban Garden Manager

Temperatures and humidity will be on the
increase this month and there are several
things to be on the lookout for. Pests and
diseases thrive in our warm, humid
environment. Keep an eye out for aphids,
thrips, spider mites, stink bugs, leaf footed
bugs, etc. For a good insect ID guide, go to
http://vegipm.tamu.edu/ and click one of the
buttons that says “Insects by Name” or
“Insects by Photo”. There are also sections for
insects according to the vegetable they most
commonly affect, as well as control methods.

Powdery mildew can begin affecting your
plants now, also. Plants that are especially
susceptible to this are squash, roses, zinnias,
and verbena. Try to keep water off of foliage
to help prevent mildew. Watering early in
the morning rather than the evening allows
the foliage to dry off quickly once the sun
comes up, helping to prevent powdery
mildew. If you find it on your plants, mix b
aking soda and water or baking soda and a
“summer oil” and spray it on affected plants.

Use 1 tablespoon of baking soda and 2 %%
teaspoons of summer oil mixed into 1 gallon
of water. A word of warning: do not apply
this mixture on very hot days or on plants
that are suffering from moisture stress,

as this may damage plants. If you are unsure
what powdery mildew looks like, do an image
search for it on Google.
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Another disease that can be a problem this
time of year is Brown Patch in St. Augustine
grass. It is caused by a cool-weather fungus
and starts out as small spots in the lawn that
can grow into huge patches of brown grass.
The grass leaves will easily pull loose of the
runners when affected by Brown Patch. Treat
with potassium bicarbonate and keep your
nitrogen levels low to help prevent this
disease.

Don’t forget to give your vegetables and
flowers a monthly application of fertilizer to
keep them healthy and productive. There
are many excellent organic and synthetic
fertilizers available to today’s gardener.
Choose the one that’s right for you.
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