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Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  
Sponsors Free Sum m er Lunches &  Snacks 

 
The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  will sponsor the USDA’s Sum m er 
Food Service Program  (SFSP)  to provide FREE m eals for youth ages 1 – 18.  The 
SFSP operates on weekdays from  June 1 through August  13.  The departm ent  has 
sponsored the program  for m ore than 25 years, providing m eals for youth during 
the sum m er when school lunch program s are closed. 
 
No regist rat ion is required for the program . Children only need to show up to 
receive a nut r it ious lunch. Meals will be consum ed on site, and sum m er enrichm ent  
act ivit ies will also be provided.  Lunch is served from  11: 00 a.m . to 1: 00 p.m ., with 
a healthy snack following from  3: 00 p.m . to 4: 00 p.m .   
 
“The Sum m er Food Service program  is an integral part  of our departm ent ’s sum m er 
services,”  said Joe Turner, Director, Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent .  
“We are proud to say that  m ore than 425 sites will be part icipat ing this year across 
the city.  This m eans we will be able to provide m ore young people with FREE 
nut r it ious m eals and that  m akes us very happy.”  
 
All 57 HPARD Com m unity Centers serve as Sum m er Food Service Program  sites.  I n 
addit ion, com m unity-based organizat ions such as churches, apartm ent  com plexes, 
learning centers, schools and non-profit  groups have registered with the Houston 
Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  to provide FREE m eals to area youth. 
 
Cit izens hoping to find the nearest  Sum m er Food Service Site can call (713)  676-
6832 or 211 and specify a zip code. I n 2009, 1,250,000 m eals were served at  430 
sites in Houston and Harr is County. The Sum m er Food Service Program  is 
adm inistered by the Texas Departm ent  of Agriculture Food and Nut r it ion Division. 
I n accordance with federal law and USDA policy, this inst itut ion is prohibited from  
discr im inat ing on the basis of race, color,  nat ional or igin, sex, age, or disabilit y.   
 
For inform at ion on the Sum m er Food Service Program  or the Houston Parks and 
Recreat ion Departm ent , call (832)  395-7022 or visit  www.houstonparks.org. 
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