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W illiam  “Joe” Turner  Appointed to NRPA Board of Dir ectors  
 
The Nat ional Recreat ion and Park Associat ion (NRPA)  recent ly appointed William  “Joe”  

Turner to the organizat ion’s 2010-2011 Board of Directors.  The announcem ent  was m ade 

during NRPA’s Annual Congress & Exposit ion in Minneapolis, Minn. 

 

NRPA’s Board of Directors is com posed of 21 individuals.  Board m em bers are 

representat ive of NRPA’s m em bership, which includes leaders in the park, recreat ion and 

conservat ion m ovem ent , park and recreat ion professionals, and individuals from  

corporat ions, indust ry suppliers, com m ercial businesses, and volunteer and civic groups.  

 

“ Joe will be an asset  t o our Board,”  said Janna Rankin, chair of NRPA’s Board of Directors.   

“He has supported the park and recreat ion m ovem ent  and NRPA’s m ission on m any levels 

throughout  his career.  We are excited to have his expert ise and leadership skills, which we 

know will cont r ibute to achieving NRPA’s goals and m oving the associat ion forward.”  

 

Joe Turner,  a nat ive Houstonian, has served as the Director of the Houston Parks and 

Recreat ion Departm ent  (HPARD)  since July 2004. HPARD is responsible for developing and 

m aintaining the City of Houston’s over 38,992 acres of parkland and greenspaces and 

providing recreat ional opportunit ies and program m ing for cit izens of all abilit ies.   Prior  to 

serving the city, he was the Parks Adm inist rator for Harris County Precinct  4. A Gulf Coast  

Master Naturalist , he holds an Execut ive Master of Business Adm inist rat ion Degree from  

Texas Wom en’s University and is a m em ber of t he Nat ional Recreat ion and Park Associat ion, 

the Texas Recreat ion and Park Society, the Greater Gulf Coast  Parks and Recreat ion 

Director’s Associat ion, the Greens Bayou Corridor Coalit ion, Trees For Houston, the Heritage 

Society, the Houston Garden Center Board, Herm ann Park Conservancy, the Mercer 

Arboretum  and Botanic Gardens, and Houston Wilderness.         
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The Nat ional Recreat ion and Park  Associat ion  is a nat ional not - for-profit  organizat ion 

dedicated to advancing park, recreat ion and conservat ion effort s that  enhance qualit y of life 

for  all people. Through it s network of roughly 18,000 recreat ion and park professionals and 

cit izens, NRPA encourages the prom ot ion of healthy lifestyles, recreat ion init iat ives, and 

conservat ion of natural and cultural resources.  For m ore inform at ion, visit  www.nrpa.org. 

For digital access to NRPA’s flagship publicat ion, Parks & Recreat ion, visit  www.parksandrec-

m agazine.org 

 

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  stewards and m anages over 38,992 

acres of parkland and greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and im plem ents 

recreat ional program m ing for  cit izens of all abilit ies. For m ore inform at ion on the Houston 

Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent , call (832)  395-7022 or visit  www.houstonparks.org. 
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