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“Fest iva l of Abilit ies”  H ighlights 
Mayor 's Off ice For  People W ith Disabilit ies Relocat ion 
Grand Opening of Va le- Asche Foundat ion Playground 

and New  Adapt ive Tra il a t  MMSC 
 

Met ropolitan Mult i- Service Center  A One- Stop Se rvice Locat ion for  People W ith Disabilit ies 
 
 

Mayor Annise Park, the Houston Parks Board and the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department  will 

celebrate the Grand Re-Opening of the Mayor's Office for People with Disabilit ies, the new Vale-Asche 

Foundat ion Playground Without  Lim its, and the new Adapt ive Trail at  the Met ropolitan Mult i-Service 

Center (MMSC)  with a Fest iva l of Abilit ies on Saturday, Apr il 1 6 , 2 0 1 1  a t  the MMSC, 1 4 7 5  

W est  Gray .   Fest ivit ies run from  9: 00 am  to 2: 00 pm  with a specia l r ibbon cut t ing cerem ony  for 

the Vale-Asche Foundat ion Playground scheduled for 1 1 :3 0  am . 

 

The Mayor's Office for People with Disabilit ies' pr imary m ission is to make Houston the most  

accessible city in the nat ion by working to remove physical and at t itudinal barr iers at  all levels of City 

governm ent  and throughout  the greater Houston com m unity. I t  recent ly relocated from  downtown 

offices to the Met ropolitan Mult i-Service Center. 

 

“ I  am  excited that  the City of Houston can provide amenit ies that  any Houstonian can use,”  said 

Mayor Parker. “The people with disabilit ies populat ion deserve a happy, fun and interact ive place to 

play a sport  or just  enjoy the beaut iful outdoors. With the new Mayor’s Office for People with 

Disabilit ies in the same building, it ’s a convenient  one-stop-shop.”  

 

The MMSC Playground Without  Lim its, allows children with physical and sensory disabilit ies a place to 

play and interact  with their  fr iends and fam ily m embers. The playground is the gift  of the Vale-Asche 

Foundat ion and is the second barr ier- free playground in Houston funded by the Foundat ion. 

 



"The Fest ival of Abilit ies will highlight  the many services, act ivit ies and programs we have available 

at  the Met ropolitan Mult i-Service Center for People with Disabilit ies both inside the building and 

outside,"  said Joe Turner, Director Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent . "The addit ion of the 

Vale-Asche Foundat ion Playground, the refurbished Beep Baseball Field and Tennis Courts and the 

new Adapt ive Trail will extend the recreat ional and exercise program s we can offer our users.  We 

are also very excited that  the Mayor's Office for People With Disabilit ies will now be housed at  

MMSC.  This gives us the abilit y to offer a One-Stop Service locat ion where people with disabilit ies 

can receive a variety of services."  

 

The Vale-Asche Foundat ion Playground Without  Lim its’  br ight  and invit ing play st ructures give 

children with different  abilit ies the opportunity to interact  with their peers on an elevated play 

st ructure and let  their imaginat ions and personalit ies play freely. The playground features a 

wheelchair-accessible poured- in-place pad.  Num erous ram ps, br idges & large decks connect  an 

array of play components including slides, clim bers, play panels, balance beam s and pods and a 38' 

curved sensory panel (approximately 4’ tall) .  

 

"The addit ion of the Vale-Asche Foundat ion Playground Without  Lim its is great ly appreciated,"  said 

Chuck French, HPARD Adapt ive Recreat ion Supervisor. " I t  is the shining star on top of a number of 

other im provem ents and addt it ions that  have been m ade to MMSC so that  we can bet ter address the 

needs of our user group. I nside the center we have resources for wheelchair basketball, a heated 

pool for exercise as well as a fitness center for use by people with disabilit ies.  Now with the addit ion 

of the new Vale-Asche Foundat ion Playground and our new Adapt ive Trail as well as the refurbished 

tennis courts and beep baseball field we will be able to offer numerous ways for people with 

disabilit ies to get  exercise outdoors as well as inside the center."  

 

The new adapt ive t rail is a 1650 linear foot  t rail of 10' wide concrete t rail with sidewalk connect ions.  

I t  will be will be open to people of all abilit ies and its unique features will challenge people with 

mobilit y & vision disabilit ies to improve skills needed in every day life. The t rail system will also 

provide a place where rehabilitat ion specialists can teach wheelchair & hand bike mobilit y skills like 

driving cont rol, spat ial awareness, road safety & back wheel balancing (a skill necessary for climbing 

curbs) .  The MMSC Adapt ive Trail Project  was funded in part  by a $100,000 Texas Park and Wildlife 

Departm ent  grant . 

 

The Beep Baseball Field was refurbished by HPARD staff.  The 28,000 sq foot  field has been graded 

and leveled as well as resodded.  A new irr igat ion system was also installed to keep the field 

maintained at  a high quality and to provide a safe and level playing field for part icipants. The tennis 



court  has also been resurfaced and a return wall was installed. This will improve and provide a bet ter 

court  surface for part icipants who enjoy wheelchair tennis. 

 
About  the Playgrounds W ithout  Lim its Cam paign  

The Playgrounds Without  Lim its Cam paign was created to address the lim ited play opportunit ies 

faced by children with disabilit ies. Philanthropist  Carolyn Farb chairs the project  which is designed to 

seek funding for playgrounds that  exceed ADA requirements and allow children of all abilit ies the 

opportunity to play together on the same playground. The Houston Parks Board, a 501 (c)  (3)  non-

profit  organizat ion, working in conjunct ion with the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent , 

oversees the funding and building of the playgrounds in City of Houston parks. 

 
About  the Houston Parks Board 

The Houston Parks Board, a non-profit  organizat ion founded in 1976, is funded primarily by the 

generous donat ions of pr ivate donors including individuals, fam ilies, neighborhood groups, 

foundat ions and corporat ions. During its 35-year history, the Houston Parks Board has acquired and 

improved over 75 percent  of Houston’s parkland, expanding the city’s park space by over 13,000 

acres and making over $75 m illion in capital improvements. The Parks Board works closely with 

Houston’s Mayor and the City’s Parks and Recreat ion Department  in fulfilling its m ission to create, 

im prove, protect  and advocate for parkland in the Greater Houston Region. 

 

About  the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and m anages over 38,992 

acres of parkland and greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and implem ents recreat ional 

programming for cit izens of all abilit ies. For m ore inform at ion on Playgrounds Without  Lim its, 

Adapt ive Recreat ion, or the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent , call (832)  395-7022 or visit  

www.houstonparks.org. 
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