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Houston Pools Benefit  Fr om  Bank of Am er ica ’s  
Sum m er Youth Em ploym ent  I n it ia t ive $ 5 0 ,0 0 0  Grant  To  

H.P.A.R.D. 
Funding Adds 2 6  Posit ions to Aquat ic Staffing For 2 6  City of Houston Pools 

The Houston Parks & Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  is pleased to partner with Bank of 
America through a $50,000 grant  init iat ive. The grant  is part  of Bank of Am erica’s Sum m er 
Youth Em ploym ent  I nit iat ive, a partnership with city summer youth program s in coordinat ion 
with the U.S. Conference of Mayors to provide 800 at - r isk teens with summer jobs at  local 
nonprofits and businesses in 18 com m unit ies across the count ry. 

"We appreciate the support , generosity, & com m itm ent  Bank of America has shown to the 
Houston com m unity through this grant ,"  said Mayor Annise Parker. "Not  only will area youth 
benefit  from  the em ploym ent  opportunity;  but , Houstonians at  these pools will also benefit ."  

Bank of America's Sum m er Youth Em ploym ent  I nit iat ive underscores their com m itm ent  to 
st rengthening the neighborhoods they serve through lending, invest ing, & giving.   
 

“Teens have been disproport ionally affected by the recession with unem ploym ent  rates at  an all-
t im e high,”  said Bank of Am erica Houston Region President  Kim  Ruth.  “Summer jobs provide 
m ore than just  a paycheck to young people—they build leadership, direct  work experience & help 
build addit ional skills, build network, while also helping to st rengthen Houston’s economy during 
a t ime when an increased number of people need assistance.”  

The Houston Parks & Recreat ion Department , in partnership with SER-Jobs for Progress, will hire 
26 area youth to provide addit ional assistance at  City of Houston pools. SER will hire 26 young 
people from  low income households in the Houston area to work as Pool Ent rance At tendants.  
Their primary duty will be to insure that  all pool guests check in at  the 26 pools they are 
assigned to.  This will free 26 lifeguards from the check in posit ion to return to the lifeguard 
stand.  

"With this grant  from  Bank of America, we'll be able to increase the number of visitors we can 
accom m odate at  any one t im e in these 26 pools,"  said Joe Turner, Director, Houston Parks & 
Recreat ion Departm ent .  "At  the sam e t im e, we're able to give 26 young people jobs during the 
sum m er.  For m e that 's a win-win-win for everyone involved! "  

For the safety of all guests, the total num ber of people allowed ent rance to City of Houston pools 
at  any one t ime is based on the Nat ional Red Cross safety standard of 1 lifeguard per 25 pool 
guests. This standard is maintained by having visitors check in before being granted ent rance to 
the pool area.  When this duty is assum ed by the new Pool Ent rance At tendants, the lifeguards 
who were assigned this duty as part  of their regular job funct ion will return to their lifeguard 
dut ies.  This will then increase the number of people who can be safely monitored when visit ing 
a C.O.H. pool by a factor of 25.  

The 26 pools that  will benefit  from  the generosity of Bank of America include:  



Alief Park Pool  Hobart  Taylor Park Pool  Reveille Park Pool 
11903 Bellaire  8100 Kenton    7700 Oak Vista 

Beverly Hills Park Pool I ndep. Heights Park Pool  Schwartz Park Pool 
9800 Kingspoint   603 West  35 th  St reet    8203 Vogue 

Clinton Park Pool  J. Robinson, Sr., Park Pool  Sunnyside Park Pool 
203 Mississippi  1422 Ledwicke   3501 Bellfor t  

Cloverland Park Pool Lansdale Park Pool   Tidwell Park Pool 
11800 Scot t    8203 Roos    9720 Spaulding 

De Zavala Park Pool  Lincoln Park Pool   Tuffly Park Pool 
907 75 th St reet   1048 Grenshaw   3200 Russell 

Eastwood Park Pool  Love Park Pool   Wilson Mem orial Park Pool 
5000 Harr isburg  1000 West  12 th St reet   100 Gilpin 

Em ancipat ion Park Pool Moody Park Pool   Windsor Village Park Pool 
3018 Dowling  3201 Fulton    14441 Croquet  

Finnigan Park Pool  Northline Park Pool   George T. Nelson Park Pool 
4300 Providence  6911 Nordling    6900 La Salet te 

Greenwood Park Pool Oak Forest  Park Pool 
602 Beresford  1400 Du Barry 

H.P.A.R.D. operates 38 outdoor pools in the Houston area.  The 26 pools chosen for the 
addit ional posit ion were chosen for the volume of use received in previous years & their potent ial 
pool capacity.  

About  Bank of Am er ica 's Co rporate Socia l Responsibilit y 
Bank of Am erica’s com m itm ent  to corporate social responsibilit y (CSR)  is a st rategic part  of 
doing business globally. Our CSR efforts guide how we operate in a socially, econom ically, 
financially & environm entally responsible way across m ore than 100 m arkets around the world, 
to deliver for shareholders, custom ers, clients & em ployees.  Our goal is to help create 
econom ically vibrant  regions & com m unit ies through lending, invest ing & giving.  By partnering 
with our stakeholders, we create shared value that  em powers individuals & com m unit ies to 
thr ive & cont r ibutes to the long- term  success of our business.  We have several core areas of 
focus for our CSR, including responsible business pract ices;  environm ental sustainability;  
st rengthening local com m unit ies with a focus on housing, hunger & jobs;  invest ing in global 
leadership developm ent ;  & engaging through arts & culture. Learn more at  
www.bankofam erica.com / opportunity & follow us on Twit ter at  @BofA_Com m unity. 

About  the Houston Parks &  Recreat ion Departm ent  
The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and m anages over 38,752 
acres of parkland and greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and im plem ents 
recreat ional program m ing for cit izens of all abilit ies. For m ore inform at ion on the Houston Parks 
and Recreat ion Departm ent, call (832)  395-7022 or visit  www.houstonparks.org. 
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